
Saleh: Accord to be signed soon 

^JAA (R) — Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh said on 

:Wfi ? Csd “l2 a v a L3""S “"S “ tnd a s “ t ' mon th dispute with his 
joaihern nval Vice-Prcstdan Ali Salem Ai Becdh wodd be soon 

cither in Yemen or abroad. In a speech in the capital Sanaa, Mr. Saleh 
said be hoped all parties and political powers in Yemen would work 
towrfs Ibe successof the accord" which will be signed soon whether 
inside oroiuade the country. Political sources said that the sicnine 
was Hedy to take place m Jordan, which has offered to host the 
pamom. The agreement worked out by an all-party committee 
earlier this month, proved for political’ econcSc. mK and 
admwutnWcKimim They responded to several of the 18 points 
previously toed by Mr. Beedh’s Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) as 
conditions for solving the dispute. Mr. Beedh withdrew to the 
southern city of Aden, the YSP stronghold, in July, which brouohi 
~ tr^ «H> °Pen his differences with Mr. Saleh which have paralysed the 
,v toa pcninhy and aggravated a serious economic slump 

aid *o5L?*i 

■B* dor 1 

the 


W t0 Sl 

U.N.N 



An inu^ 


fess f oundahon 


Qadhafi: Libya arrests U.S. 'spies’ 

CAIRO (AP) — Muammar Qadhafi says Libya's security services 
broke up a U.S. subversion ring by arresting spies spreading seditious 
rumours in Libya for an American intelligence organisation. The 
Libyan leader told an audience in the eastern coastal city Benghazi the 
rumours were meant “to undermine the Libyan people's morale, to 
make people doubt their revolution." Colonel Qadhafi implicitly 
linked the alleged subversive effort to sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations to force Libya to surrender two men accuse! of 
blowing up a Pan Am Jumbo jet over Lockerbie. Scotland in 1988. 
Rumours were spread "to make the Libyan people doubt their 
revolution, their ability to revolt and their capabilities so that the 
Libyan people would... hand over their sons," Col. Qadahfi said. He 
revealed neither the identity nor the nationality of those arrested nor 
which agency they allegedly worked for but said tbey bad confessed. 
Under U.S. taw, most Amerians cannot legally work in Libya. 
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?°.N WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
. — His Majesty King Hussein 

nontP 5 ^ ^ Wednesday that Israel 
aL 11 ' V should focus more on negotiat- 
^nied ), gig the issues of conflict and 
ttentio, s arrive at just and comprehen- 
.. p ,l %'/*ve solutions rather chan seek- 
kno ‘ Slt(w T*S t0 ■ peace a“ord with 
" OWn htita Jordan first and then negotiate 
commas ^ issues. 

_ If" 3 " ^ S Til® KinS. addressing a press 
1 weiiasfaij beefing here on the final day 
ursts ^ a visit to Washington, said 
- ,n S comiiDDjf wide Jordan was indeed in- 
volved in sotting out the issues 
m the table with Israel, it was 
not losing sight of its objective 
of a comprehensive settlement 
to die overall Middle East con- 
flict. 

The King’s comments effec- 
tively quashed media sugges- 
tions that Jordan and Israel 

yo^TJ wre c,osc to finalisin 2 a peace 

*nmvni»7 agreement. 

olwd. said: “We are 

working in regard to our own 
sphere, we are trying to see at 
the same that we encourage 
movement on ai! other tracks 
and I believe problems else- 
where are probably less than 
they are as tbey affect us be- 
cause Jordan has borne the 
brant of every disaster that has 


King: Satisfactory solutions first, peace accord later 

Jordan confident all peace tracks will converge; No hangups about meeting Rabin at the right time 
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uic; “Hed 25 deputies decry 
agai^t rabbis' visit 

,e AMMAN (R) — Jordanian 

ats filed mSi deputies condemned 83 Jewish 
a i 7° Dr1 i rabbis lor visiting the Kingdom 
believed ifc jariweek and also slammed the 
!was"apo» Byehiment qq Wednesday for 
>uner fora &t^g them in,.-“We. like our 
letwork riii^lople. W shocked by the 
aktng Nigeria ranis' visit obba&e it is some- 
thing that wbs previously not 
allowed and ^hey want to make 
it become something nonnal,” 
said a statement signed by 29 
members of theBO-ieat Lower 
House. Members of the Asso- 
ciation of Reform Zionists of 
America visited Jordan last 
week as part of a tour that also 
included IsraeL 


occurred over the years and 
the heaviest of weights. So we 
have a long way to go. but I 
hope that with goodwill on 
either side — Israeli and Jorda- 
nian — we will see rapid prog- 
ress. I hope it will come 
together some time.*’ 

King Hussein called for an 
“interfaith dialogue” to deter- 
mine sovereignty over the 
Christian. Jewish and Islamic 
holy places in Jerusalem. 

King Hussein sugesred it was 
time to move the issue “out- 
side the political equation." 

The King repeated the Arab 
position that Israel must return 
the Arab portion of Jerusalem 
to their control. 

He said there was a “need to 
consider maybe for the first 
time in our history in the re- 
gion, the possibility ... of an 
interfaith dialogue ... on poss- 
ibly the sovereignty over these 
holy places.” 

“Maybe the followers of the 
three great religions can come 
to realise what the significance 
of Jerusalem is to all of them 
and move it outside the politic- 
al equation.” he said. 

Asked for his concept of the 
fruits of a Middle East peace. 


King Hussein said it holds “the 
promise of an entirely different 
future." 

“The talents that are avail- 
able. the resources that are 
available, the opportunities 
that are available, I believe will 
transform the entire region,” 
he said. 

He also said that peace could 
bring about the removal of 
many barriers particularly to 
trade saying it could produce 
what he called “Middle East 
NAFTA.” 

The King said he has “no 
hangup” about meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

“I hope that an opportunity 
will arise,” he said, but added 
that he did not expect such a 
meeting to take place “in the 
immediate future.” 

“Our people are meeting, 
we are negotiating. It is only 
nonnal that such a meeting will 
take place,” the King said 
while posing for photographers 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

Earlier, at the press briefing, 
the King said the meeting 
would have to be properly pre- 
pared so that it could accom- 


plish something. 

“It’s normal when moving 
toward peace that people 
meet,” he said. 

On Jordan’s relations with 
the Gulf states, particularly 
with Saudi Arabia, he said: 

“As far as Jordan is con- 
cerned we have always had ... 
if you t3ke it that way, I have 
been a follower of my grand- 
father. and His late Majesty 
King Abdul Aziz Ben Saud 
who came together and settled 
their differences and left us the 
responsibility to work together 
as members of one family in 
the interest of our nation. Our 
relations have passed through 
a period ... I think that there 
are so many aspects that have 
to be addressed and could be 
addressed when we are able to 
meet face to face as I have 
tried since the outset. 

“As far as we are concerned, 
we are most anxious to see the 
relations return to their 
warmth and to be based on 
mutual confidence and trust 
and to be based on the desire 
to cooperate in the interest of 
the Arab Nation as a whole. 

“I hope the time will come, 
and I think we are moving in 


the right direction and I be- 
lieve when we have a chance to 
meet we will discover that it 
was a very serious storm in a 
teacup, and I hope that our 
brethren in Saudi Arabia will 
realise that we never meant 
them any harm, nor did we 
cause them any harm at all.” 

On Iraq and the continuing 
U.N. sanctions on that coun- 
try, the King said: 

“I have always said that I 
hope that this nightmare will 
come to an end sometime very 
soon, and particularly as it 
impacts on the Iraqi people 
and their continued suffering 
under the prevailing condi- 
tions. Somehow I hope we will 
get out of the area of Iraq not 
being an active, constructive 
part of the Arab World and the 
community of nations as soon 
as possible. 

He said his version of peace 
was “peace, a real peace, a 
peace that gives everybody the 
opportunity to work together 
and to achieve their hopes for 
the future. And I spoke in 
detail about some of the prob- 
lems that we have to address. 

“(A) The problem of occu- 
pied territories, and I am talk- 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to reporters with 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher at 


his side before holding a round of talks with Mr. 
Christopher in Washington on Wednesday (AFP) 


ing of Jordanian occupied ter- 
ritories without prejudice to 
what our Palestinian brethren 
are talking about right now. 
And I have stated categorically 
that in that regard we feel very, 
very strongly that these areas 
— the small problem in the 
north of the Jordan Valley but 


there is a considerable area in 
the southern Jordan Valley 
that needs to be looked at in 
the sense of the urgency of our 
demand that Jordanian terri- 
tory be returned to us. So there 
is die suggestion, and hopeful- 
ly movement, on creating a 
group that will look at delinea- 


tion and demarcation of these 
borders. And I hope that the 
coming days will see some 
progress here and people can 
move on the ground there. 
Once that is settled — and it 
has to mean the return of 

(Continued on page 10) 
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150,000 Syrians await 
tetum to Golan 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Some. 
150,000 displaced Syrians are 
writing .for peace to enable 
them to return to the Golan 
Heights, Damascus Radio said 
Wednesday. The radio said in 
a commentary it was “impossi- 
ble -to speak of a positive 
atmosphere (at peace talks) 
Without an Israeli commitment 
tp withdrawal from the Golan, 
which will forever be an indi- 
wsible part of Syria.” The Jew- 
ish state “has not yet taken the 
necessary and expected step by 
announcing its readiness to 
withdraw from all the Arab 
pi — Dart- 6*itories it occupies," the 
i. thenov^' '^osaid. 
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Ubya to reopen 

embassy in UAE 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Libya 
has- decided to reopen its 
embassy in the United Arab 
Emirates' {UAE) after a clo- 
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sn dun*, sure of nearly 10 years, diplo- 
rime mats said here Wednesday, 
tia, ao:<:i S5 Jh®: embassy will open in the 
rst surf*u> next few months but Libya has 
already named Mohammad 
Faitonri as its charge d'affaires 
m-ihe emirates. The Foreign* 
Ministry acting undersecret- 
ary^ Saif Said; met Mr. Faitour 
°e;Tliesday “after Libya de- 
rided to reopen its diplomatic 
mission here," the official 
UAE news agency WAM said. 
l%a dosed its embassy in the 
UAE and- several other coun- 
tries .-.in -the mid-1980s 
apparently because it wanted 
jrdiafl to. bit overspending due to a 
ut fb® ^ de d&e in oil prices, an Arab 

f of a r^jj Dubinin named acting 
jordtf g jp Russian finance chief 

at J*0SCOW C AFP) - Prime 

r’s sta °S Viktor Chernomyrdin 

vatfr® Lsd 0n Wedensday named eco- 
ftt*’ rtrf bomist Sergei Dubinin to take 
. — m ■ no*~ « — — — finance minister 
reisgnation of 
i ™ * . Fyodorov announced 
w ™ .Jke day. Interfox 

sy- ‘^ported; Mr. Dubinin was 
Previously- a deputy finance 
^mister charged with legal and 

tosurance issues. 
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Regent: Development 
is linked to security 


AMMAN (Pefra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, said Wednes- 
day links between security and 
development stemming from 
the fact that both elements are 
always sought by people. 

In a lecture at the Royal War 
College on security. Prince 
Hassan said some people con- 
sider security as being develop- 
ment since there can be no 
development without security. 

Prince Hassan said the 
national development strategy 
depends largely on national 
security, which makes security 
issues shape development 
strategies. 

This, he said, calls for a 
concept of national security 
which would definitely allow 
for defining the priorities of 
development plans in a sound 
manner in accordance with 
national interests. 

The Crown Prince outlined 
the use of the five main nation- 
al power principles which form 
the basis for any national com- 
prehensive strategy. These 
principles are the political, 
economic, social, psychologic- 
al and military strategies, he 
noted. 

The psychological experi- 
ence of a people in their past 
form their behaviour in the 
present and the future, he said. 

“The experience which we 
acquired and the lessons we 
extracted from the various con- 
flicts which had faced Jordan 


.are the elements defining our 
path, which makes these ex- 
periences reach a degree of 
legality and mount to become a 
social norm which every indi- 
vidual is committed to." 

Prince Hassan said the char- 
acteristics of Jordan's perso- 
nality were formulated by 
events of the past and the 
present, events which will be a 
determining factor in defining 
its future priorities and op- 
tions. 

Prince Hassan also met with 
Armed Forces and Public 
Security Department officers 
who have served in the Jorda- 
nian peacekeeping contingent 
in Croatia and other parts of 
the world and was briefed on 
their duties. 

The Crown Prince affirmed 
at the meeting the need to 
preserve Jordan’s good reputa- 
tion and called for employing 
the international experience 
acquired by these officers in 
serving Jordan’s national in- 
terests. 

Also Wednesday, Prince 
Hassan attended a graduation 
ceremony of a Special Forces 
batch at AI Hussein Ben Ali 
Brigade. Prince Hassan distri- 
buted certificates to the gradu- 
ates and awards to excelling 
ones. 

The ceremony was attended 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben AI Hussein, 
who is (he commander of the 
Special Forces and the brigade. 


Rabin wants Syria 
to step up its efforts 


STRASBOURG (AP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Wednesday urged 
Syria to step up its efforts to 
resolve longstanding disputes 
in the Mideast peace process. 

“I call on President Hafez AI 
Assad to walk the extra mile in 
order to meet us in the middle 
of the road for peace, and 
assure us a high degree of 
security about Syria’s long- 
term intentions," Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Speaking to the parliamen- 
tary assembly of the 32-nation 
Council of Europe, Mr. Rabin 
called talks with Damascus 
“serious and open," adding 
“progress has even been 
made." 

Mr- Rabin expressed opnm- 
ism for Israel's negotiations 
with each of its Arab neigh- 
bours in the Mideast peace 
process, but he towed a strict 
line of Israel's security. 

“Israel will be very forth- 
coming in its quest for peace, 
but it will not compromise on 

its security ” he said. 

Mr. Rabin championed U.S. 


guidance in conducting bilater- 
al talks between Israel and 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“Our aim is to conclude a set 
of bilateral peace agreements 
in each and every track of 
negotiations,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Talks among those parties 
resumed Monday in Washing- 
ton. The previous round was 
held Sept- 9, before the signing 
of the peace accord between 
Israel and the PLO on Sept. 
13. 

Israel’s chief delegate to 
talks with Syria in Washington 
was positive Monday after the 
first day of discussions. 

Syrian-Israeti discussions 
have bogged down during pre- 
vious rounds as Syria insists on 
a full Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Rabin has said that such 
a move would have to be 
approved in a referendum of 
the Israeli people. 

Their talks were given new 
momentum following a Jan. 16 

(Continued on page 10) 


King seeks U.S. help for Jordanian peacekeeping role 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
urged the United -States to 
respond to the needs cf the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and 
help develop its potentials so 
that Jordan can undertake 
peacekeeping missions in the 
region and elsewhere. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
William Perry, President Bill 
Clinton's nominee as defence 
secretary, at the Pentagon 
Tuesday afternoon. King Hus- 


sein voiced satisfaction with 
the ongoing talks of the joint 
U.S. -Jordanian Military Com- 
mittee and underlined the im- 
portance of maintaining strong 
U.S.-Jordanian ties and coop- 
eration in military and other 
fields. 

King Hussein reviewed with 
Mr. Perry the Middle East 
peace process, expressing hope 
that it would lead to a just and 
durable peace in the region. 

The King and Mr. Perry first 


held a closed-door meeting and 
then with officials from both 
sides. They discussed general 
issues of concern to the two 
countries. 

Mr. Perry said Washington 
fully appreciates Jordan’s cen- 
tral and important role in help- 
ing to ensure security and sta- 
bility in the Middle East. 

He also appreciated the role 
played by the Jordanian 
Armed Forces within U.N. 
peacekeeping forces, noting 


that his country was keen on 
helping these forces to shoul- 
der their responsibilities. 

Mr. Periy said that the U.S. 
team working in the joint milit- 
ary committee meeting would 
do its best to provide the 
means to help develop the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

King Hussein also received 
Qatar’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem AI 
Thani and renewed Jordan’s 
call for Arab solidarity in the 


face of the current challenges. 
He underlined the need for 
closer coordination among the 
Arab countries. 

The Qatari minister voiced 
appreciation of the King's en- 
deavours to restore Arab soli- 
darity. 

Attending both meetings 
were Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and the King’s political advisor 
Marwan AI Qasem. 


Hamas 

claims 

attacks 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agen- 
cies) — The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas ctaimed re- 
sponsibility for an attack on an 
Israeli soldier in the occupied 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday. 

Also in Gaza, activists of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) confronted troops 
in protest at the arrest of PLO 
supporters. 

Israel Radio said a soldier 
and a Palestinian were wound- 
ed when an Arab shouting 
“God is great" ambushed a 
patrol in occupied Gaza Strip. 

Military sources said the 
Israeli was lightly injured and 
the Palestinian seriously in the 
ensuing clash. 

In a telephone call to an 
international news organisa- 
tion, an activist of Hamas said 
its Qassam brigade carried out 
the attack. 

Israel Radio said the injured 
Arab was the assailant and he 
carried a Hamas leaflet. But 
the caller said the wounded 
Arab was a bystander and the 
assailant escaped. 

Earlier, Palestinians wound- 
ed four Israeli soldiers in a 
grenade and gun attack in 
Gaza City, Palestinian sources 
said. 

The attackers swept up in a 
car as the troops stood guard in 
Omar AI Mukhtar Street, one 
of the city's main thorough- 
fares, threw a grenade which 
exploded and then sprayed the 
soldiers with gunfire before 
fleeing. 

The attack was later claimed 
by Hamas. 

Witnesses in the town of 
Khan Younis, about 30 
kilometres south of Gaza City, 
reported a clash between 
armed activists from PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh group and the Israeli 
army. There were no injuries 
reported. 

Both sides apparently 
avoided full armed confronta- 
tion but Ihe dash further 

(Continued on page 5) 


House session on food, medicine on Wednesday 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The govern- 
ment and the Lower House 
of Parliament will Wednes- 
day hold a special session to 
discuss allegations by Minis- 
ter of Health Abdul Rahim 
Malhas that a good quantity 
of food and medicine that 
reaches the market does not 
meet the required standards 
and spedfications. 

At the request of the 
House, the government will 
explain the mechanism it has 
adopted to ensure the safety 
of food and medidne sold in 
the market and outline the 
measures it will take to 
address Dr. Malhas’ allega- 
tions, which appeared in a 
weekly tabloid last week. 

During a House session on 
Wednesday, deputies agreed 
to propose a line of action on 
the minister’s allegations af- 
ter the government explains 
its policy on food and medi- 
dne and presents its response 
to Dr. Malhas' statement. 

Dr. Malhas has said that 


there is a defidency in laws 
governing the sale of food 
and medidne and charged 
that many drug and food 
merchants have violated the 
few existing legislations. He 
said these merchants are re- 
sisting efforts to introduce 
new regulations that will bet- 
ter protect the consumers. 

Many deputies had deman- 
ded the speaal session be 
held Sunday in order not to 
waste time but the majority 
of deputies voted that it takes 
place Wednesday. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Ma’n Abu Nowar insisted 
that the session be held 
Wednesday so that the gov- 
ernment will have time to 
prepare its response and in- 
vestigate the issue. Dr. Abu 
Nowar mentioned that the 
government can have 10 days 
before it meets a House re- 
quest to hold a "general dis- 
cussion” on public issues. 

Though no vote was taken, 
lawmakers said they had 
agreed the session will be an 
open one. 


Dr. Abu Nowar said Tues- 
day that the government had 
set up two committees to 
investigate the food and 
medicine situation in the 
country. 

Spokesman and presidents 
of parliamentary blocs and 
committees said in a state- 
ment Monday that people 
who are proven guilty of the 
i minister's charges after inves- 
tigation is completed should 
be referred to court. But they 
said the government should 
shoulder the responsibility 
for shaking the public's confi- 
dence in the safety of food 
and medicine and hurting the 
country’s “reputation and 
national economy" if the 
minister’s allegations are 
proven false. 

Deputies failed to put a 
time limit on the speeches 
that many of them are ex- 
pected to make after the gov- 
ernment explains its food and 
medicine policies Wednes- 
day. There were suggestions 
that each of the five par- 
liamentary blocs have Qne 


speaker address the issue in 
no longer the 13 minutes and 
each of the independent de- 
puties speak on it for no 
longer than three minutes. 

Some lawmakers said, 
however, that the internal 
regulations do not put any 
time limits on the speeches 
the deputies can make. The 
House took no decision on 
the issue. 

The Public Freedoms 
Committee meanwhile said it 
will Saturday start hearings 
on Dr. Malhas' allegations. 
Committee President 
Mohammad Dawoodiyeh 
said the committee will inter- 
view former health ministers, 
medical doctors, pharmacists 
and experts. 

During its session Wednes- 
day, the House listened to 
the government's responses 
to a number of questions 
raised by deputies. But the 
House ended its session be- 
fore completing items on its 
agenda as it became clear 
that it could not maintain a 
quorum. 


Compromise eludes Israel and PLO 


CAIRO (Agencies) Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) met here 
Wednesday to clear the hur- 
dles to the launch of Palesti- 
nian self-rule but a comprom- 
ise still proved elusive, despite 
the efforts of Egyptian and 
Norwegian mediators. 

“There is still no agreement 
on a certain number of 
points," especially the ques- 
tion of control of border cros- 
sings. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said in Israel. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, at the European Parlia- 
ment in Srrasbourg, France, 
said an Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho could still be 
completed on time by mid- 
April. 

The talks in Cairo were ex- 
pected to wind up later 
Wednesday, sources close to 
the negotiators said. 

On the sidelines. PLO lead- 
er Yasser Arafat met the 


Israeli negotiators, the foreign 
ministry’s director general. Uri 
Savir.and his legal adviser 
Yoel Singer, to hear at first 
hand the Jewish state's posi- 
tion. 

The negotiations, with the 
PLO’s Ahmad Qourila and 
Nabil Shaath representing the 
Palestinians, were taking place 
ahead of Mr. Arafat’s next 
meeting with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
Davos, Switzerland, on Satur- 
day. 

Dr. Shaath said the two sides 
remained stuck on the two 
main disagreements — security 
at border crossings from future 
Palestinian autonomous areas 
and the size of Jericho. 

“These remain the problems 
we are trying to solve.” he told 
reporters as he entered the 
talks. 

Saeed Kamal. another PLO 
negotiator, said delegates were 
discussing results of ihe initial 


meeting between Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Arafat discussing re- 
sult of the initial meeting Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat last week 
in Oslo. 

Israel radio reported that the 
two teams were trying to put 
into writing understandings be- 
tween Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Peres, presumably for consid- 
eration at their second session 
in Davos. 

But Dr. Shaath raised 
doubts about whether the 
Davos meeting was firmly 
scheduled. Asked if nego- 
tiators were preparing for that 
round, he replied: “It will be 
decided as a result of these 
meetings.” 

He said the effort here was 
aimed at resuming talks in the 
Egyptian resort of Taba, where 
Israelis and Palestinians began 
negotiating in October. 

Before Wednesday's nego- 
tiations. both delegations had 
an unusual breakfast meeting 


with Mr. Arafat. It was not 
known what was discussed, 
and Mr. Kamal said the nego- 
tiators had agreed not to reveal 
details. 

Mr. Arafat also met two 
Norwegian foreign ministry 
officials, Torje Rod Larsen 
and Mona Juul. who took part 
in the secret negotiations 
which resulted in the Israeli- 
PLO autonomy accord signed 
on Sept. 13. 

The meetings took place at 
Mr. Arafat's residence in the 
nonhem suburb of Heliopolis, 
adjacent to the hotel where 
Israel and the PLO resumed 
talks late Tuesday. The Palesti- 
nian team also met Mr. Arafat. 

The dispute has been hold- 
ing up the launch of limited 
Palestinian self-rule starting in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
despite intense Egyptian 
mediation to find a comprom- 

( Continued on page 51 




Clark makes little 
headway in Cyprus 


Rabin offers ‘safe passage’ to Qadhafi, 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash on Tuesday renewed his 
call for talks with Greek Cyp- 
riot President Glafcos Clerides 
for a statement for the divided 
island. 

"The only way for the two of 
us is to get together to pave the 
way for peace." Mr. Denktash 
told reporters while he met 
here with U.N. envoy for Cyp- 
rus Joe Clark. 

Mr. Denktash. president c»r 
the breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state in northern Cyprus, is 
insisting on a meeting with Mr. 
Clerides before travelling to 
New York for the next round 
of U.N. -sponsored peace talks. 

Trying to get the stalled talks 
going again. Mr. Clark arrived 
in Cyprus last week. After 
Cyprus, he will go to Turkey 
and Greece. *" * 

He has been trying to per- 
suade the sides to agree to a set 
of confidence-building mea- 
sures. including the reopening 
of Nicosia airport and the 
transfer of the town of Varosha 
to U.N. control. 


criticises ‘ambiguous’ European position onekHied,twowoundedinsLAsheiiing 
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After meeting with the U.N. 
envoy. Mr. Denktash said he 
had responded earlier lo the 
package and now it was the 
turn of clerides to make clear 
what he accepts and what no. 
Turkish Cypriots have ob- 


jected to a condition that Tur- 
kish Cypriot Airlines, consi- 
dered illegal by Greek Cyp- 
riots. be banned from the air- 
port. 

Mr. Clark would only say 
that the meeting had been 
“useful 

Mr. Denktash said the Tur- 
kish Cypriots were ready to 
resume the negotiating process 
interrupted by a government 
crisis that forced early elec- 
tions last December in the Tur- 
kish-held north. 

Greek Cypriot authorities 
have refused to resume the 
U.N. -sponsored talks with 
Turkish Cypriots, the official 
Cyprus News Agency re- 
ported. 

Government spokesman 
Yiannakis Cassoulides told re- 
porters the talks "cannot start" 
because there was “no clear 
Turkish Cypriot position" on 
proposals put forward by the 
United Nations. 

Mr. Cassoulides said Mr. 
Clerides would send a letter 
soon to the U.N. chief explain- 
ing the Greek Cypriot posi- 
tion. 

The spokesman said the let- 
ter would "not denounce any- 
body." but would "present our 
views and raise some views 
emanating from Denktash 's re- 
sponse" to the U.N. proposals. 


STRASBOURG (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Wednesday he 
would guarantee safe passage 
to Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi if he wanted to visit 
occupied Jerusalem on a pil- 
grimage. 

Questioned about the status 
of Jerusalem following his 
address to European parlia- 
mentarians here. Mr. Rabin 
said that since 1967. Israel has 
assured ffeedom of religion in 
Jerusalem and access to holy 
sites for both Christians and 
Muslims. 

“Anyone. Libyan or Syrian, 
can go on a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem." Mr. Rabin said. 
"If Mr. Qadhafi wants to go on 
a pilgrimage. I promise to give 
him a safe conduct and allow 
him to return safe and sound to 
Tripoli." 

Mr. Rabain said earlier that 
the holy sites are administered 
by Christian. Jewish and Mus- 
lim authorities, and that he was 
determined to maintain Jeru- 


salem as “a united city under 
Israeli sovereignty." 

Mr. Rabin also slammed 
European countries for having 
an "ambiguous" attitude to- 
wards Israel and asked for 
more understanding of the 
Jewish state's economic and 
security needs. 

Mr. Rabin, speaking before 
the council fo Europe Parlia- 
ment assembly, asked Euro- 
pean countries for help in lift- 
ing the Arab boycott against 
Israel, which he said was being 
used as an “illegitimate 
weapon" considering the two- 
year-old Middle East peace 
process. 

Israel, he said, “has made 
concessions in exchange for 
lifting the boycott." 

The Israeli leader added that 
the European Union (EU) 
must “extend bridges and lift 
barriers" when the 1975 free- 
trade accord between Israel 
and the 12-member community 
is renegotiated. 

He said that a “strong Israel. 


backed by the support it needs, 
would be more open during 
negotiations with its Arab 
neighbours." 

Asked about the continued 
settlement of Jews in the occu- 
pied territories. Mr. Rabin said 
his state could not adopt a law 
forbidding anyone from mov- 
ing inot already established 
settlements. 

“Israel wants peace." he 
said but predicted that “obsta- 
cles would arise, crisis situa- 
tions would erupt, and we will 
be faced with disappointments, 
tears and pain. 

“But we will finally have 
peace." he added while warn- 
ing that Israel would not make 
any “compromise" that would 
threaten its “security." 

Mr. Rabin said Israel did not 
need Europe’s money, which 
should go to Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip to consolidate the 
Middle East peace process. 

Venting exasperation at 
European criticism, he said: 


“For years, we have heard 
sermons, advice and... (suf- 
fered from) Europe's attitude 
belittling our fears about trans- 
fer of technologies, sensitive 
fissionable materials and soph- 
isticated weapons systems to 
states that vowed our destruc- 
tion. 

“I believe Europe should 
take a stand which will make it 
instrumental in the peace pro- 
cess." the Israeli leader said. 

“It should address the par- 
ties with an even-handed and 
fair approach. I feel an 
ambivalence in some Euro- 
pean attitudes towards Israel... 
(and) would like to see more 
understanding concerning our 
political positions, security 
concerns and economic 
needs." he said. 

Europe should recognise 
Israel had made “concessions" 
in the peace process and re- 
spond by acting to halt the 
Arab economic boycott of the 
Jewish state once and for alt, 
he said. 


MARJAYOUN ( AP) — Arab guerrillas clashed with Israeli 
troops and surrogate South Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen 
in South Lebanon Wednesday, killing one person and wound- 
ing two others, security sources said. The hostilities came as 
Arab and Israeli negotiators held talks in Washington to set a 
date for a 1 2th round of peace talks, intemipted for nearly five 
months. The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said that as of 1:30 a.m. (2330 GMT), the guerrillas earned out 
three mortar attacks on the SLA positions of Shoumanyeh and 
Baraachit in the central sector of Israel s self-styled security 
zone". The sources said SLA and Israeli gunners struck back 
with howitzer shells on villages facing the two positions, killing 
a civilian and wounding two others. No group claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. 
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Kuwaiti paper says Arafat should be stoned 


Brown says visit was highly successful 


Rights group concerned by 
Iran bishop’s disappearance 


NICOSIA (AP) — A human 
rights group Wednesday ex- 
pressed deep concern over the 
apparent disappearance of an 
Iranian church leader and cal- 
led on the Tehran government 
determine his whereabouts 
and guarantee his well being. 

In a facsimile message sent 
to the Associated Press. Mid- 
dle East Watch claimed Bishop 
Haik Hovsepian Mehr. who 
heads the Evangelical Council 
of Pastors in Iran, disappeared 
in Tehran on Jan. 19 on his 
way to the airport. 

Middle East Watch, a divi- . 
sion of the New -York-based •*. 
Human Rights Watch, said it- 1 
suspected Mr. Hogsbpian. 4x. ,,; 
was being held incommunicado ' 
by one of Iran's domestic 
security agencies but did not 
offer any evidence to back up 
its suspicion. 

“No one has claimed respon- 
sibility for his abduction and 
enquiries of the Iranian au- 


thorities have so far drawn a 
blank." said the group. "Mid- 
dle East Watch... is deeply- 
concerned for the safety of 
Bishop Hovsepian. It calls on 
the Iranian authorities to make 
all efforts to determine his 
whereabout and guarantee his 
well being." 

Mr. Hovsepian. an ethnic 
Armenian who also holds the 
post of general superintendent 
of the Assemblies of God 
Churches in Iran, went missing 
three days after Iranian au- 
thorities released the Rev. 


.Mehdi. .Debadj. Middle East 
Watch said. . 


Watch said 

Mr.' Debadj. a minister in 
the Assemblies of God. spent 
10 years in jail before being 
brought to trial in 1993 when 
he was convicted of apostasy 
and sentenced to death. Iran 
announced his release Jan. 16. 
several days after the U.S. 
State Department called for 
Mr. Debadj to be set free. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown has completed an eight- 
day visit to the Middle East 
during which he received a 
commitment from the 
secretary-general of the Arab 
League to reconsider certain 
aspects of the organisation's 
economic boycott of Israel. 

“It was a breakthrough of 
sorts." Mr. Brown said at a 
Jan. 24 press conference to 
discuss his Mideast trip, as well 
as to review the Commerce De- 
partment's performance in the 
first year of the Clinton admi- 
nistration. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul Meguid 
told Mr. Brown last week that 
rescission of the "secondary" 
and "tertiary" aspects of the 
boycott against Israel would be 
on the agenda at the next Arab 
League ministerial meeting in 
March. 

Mr. Brown said his . talks 
.with Mr. Meguid had concen- 
trated on the secondary and 
tertiary aspects of the boycott, 
because those "have a direct, 
negative impact on American 
industry." He was referring to 
the extension of the boycott to 
foreign firms — including 
American companies — that 
do business with Israel. 

Mr. Brown's visit took him 


to Saudi Arabia. Jordan. 
Israel. Egypt, the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. He stressed 
that his comments concerning 
the boycott had been “consis- 
tent" throughout the trip. 

"The message was that the 
boycott is counterproductive, 
and that it is in fact an 
anachronism now that we're 
moving closer to peace." he 
told reporters. Mr. Brown said 
he also argued that the boycott 
“probably hurts most those 
who it was intended to help — 
and that is the Palestinians." 


The United States has long 
urged for the boycott to be 
lifted in its entirety, but Mr. 
Brown said he expeas the 
primary boycott to remain in 
place as one of the issues to be 
resolved by the parties to the 
Middle East peace talks. 

In response to a question. 
Mr. Brown said he had also 
discussed Israel's boycott of 
Arab products', especially pro- 
ducts from the occupied terri- 
tories. "Those issues were 
pressed hard." in conversa- 
tions with Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat and other relevant leaders, 
he said. 

“I have been assured by 
those involved in the negotia- 


tions that the economic nego- 
tiations are going well, and 
that those specific issues are 
being dealt with effectively." 
Mr. Brown said. The secretary 
noted that he himself had 
pointed to the example of 
“Palestinian fruits and veget- 
ables rotting in the fields be- 
cause they can't be marketed 
in Israel and elsewhere.... 

“That clearly has to end. and 
I am confident that will 
result from the completion of 
the economic portion of the 
peace talks." he said. 

Mr. Brown said he made 
repeated references to the im- 
portance of economic develop- 
ment in the Middle East. "Our 
view." he said, "is that econo- 
mic development — economic 
opportunity — is inextricably 
tied to peace and stability in 
the region, that you can't have 
one without the other." 

The peace talks have added 


to the pressure, because prog-, 
ress in that sphere inevitably 


ress in that sphere inevitably 
raises expectations of an im- 
proved standard of living, he 
said, adding: "We have to do 
everything we can to meet 
those expectations." 


Specifically. Mr. Brown 
lauded the work being done by 


lauded the work being done by 
Builders for Peace, an orga- 
nisation of Arab-American 
and Jewish- American business 


people who are working to 
improve the living conditions 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Brown said his own visit 
to Gaza had allowed him to 
witness first-hand the “devas- 
tating conditions — unaccept- 
able conditions” in which peo- 
ple there live. It convinced him 
all the more, he said, of the 
need “to push forward as 
quickly as we can on the peace 
process." 

Turning to other economic 
issues." Mr. Brown described 
his trip as “highly successful" 
in terms of his ability to act as 
an advocate for American 
businesses that are bidding for 
large contracts in Saudi Ara- 
bia, Jordan. Egypt and else- 
where. 

"We think we are well- 
positioned u do very well 
when those decisions are made 
— certainly on aircraft and 
telecommunications in Saudi 
Arabia — but (also) on a 
whole array -of other 6pp6rtu* 
nities in the rest of the Middle 
East." 

Asked about report* that 
Saudi Arabia is finding itself 
under tight budget constraints. 
Mr. Brown noted that “they're 
still in a lot better shape than 
most nations to which we re- 
spond to tender offers. I don't 
think that that is going to be an 
issue in these negotiations." 


KUWAIT ( R) — A Kuwaiti newspaper, reflecting continuing 
bitterness in the emirate over Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) support for Iraq during the 1991 Gulf war. called 
Yasser Arafat a devil on Wednesday and invited him to visit so 
Kuwaitis could stone him. The Al Anba daily, responding to 
remarks the PLO leader made on Monday during a fence- 
mending visit to neighbouring Saudi Arabia, said in an 
editorial that Mr. Arafat would not be what he was today had 
it not been for the support of Gulf Arab states. Mr. Arafat told 
the Saudi-owned Al Hava! newspaper, in remarks published 
Tuesday, that he would like to visit Kuwait if invited. "We at 
Al Anba extend an honest invitation to Arafat to visit Kuwait 
so its people would be able to stone the devil of this era. the 
Kuwaiti newspaper said. "After all thar Arafat has done... he 
continues his error, asking Kuwait to extend an invitation to 
him." it added. Kuwait once had close ties with the PLO 
leadership and over the past 30 vears provided the group with 
hundreds of millions of dollars in funding. It froze relations 
with the PLO when it showed sympathy wirh Iraq after its 
invasion and annexation of Kuwait in August 1990. Iraqi 
troops were ousted by a U.S. -led coalition in February 1991. 
“Those whom we ore talking about today (Arafat) would not 
have been (important), had it not been for the faith and 
support for the people of the Gulf for him." said Al Anba. 




Bahrain, India study extradition 


MANAMA ( R) — Bahrain and India are studying treaties to 
fight terrorism and narcotics, the local Gulf .Daily News said 
on Wednesday. It quoted Indian Minister of State for Extemaf 
Affairs R. L. Bhatia as saying he had submitted to Bahrain a 
draft treaty for Lhe extradition of terrorists and a draft 
narcotics pact to block escape routes for the trade in drugs. 
"The treaties are under active consideration by Bahraini 
authorities." the newspaper quoted him as saying. Mr. Bhatia 
was in Bahrain Tuesday as part of a tour of Arab states to 
encourage foreign investors to invest in India. He had already 
visited Kuwait and headed for Yemen later on Tuesday. He 
also said a Bahraini trade team would visit India in April and 
an Indian-Bahraini joint economic committee would meet in 
May. 
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Israel uncovers coins, jewelry near Jericho 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In one of the final Israeli digs outside 
Jericho before Palestinians are due to take control of the area. 
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archaeologists announced Tuesday that they uncovered^ 
indicating ancienf Jewish rebels counterfeited RdmaH Hn 
cv. Israel's antiquities authority said it found eold’etfrri 


cy. Israel's antiquities authority said it found gold’edrrfn^' 
brass rings, and bronze and silver coins at "sandal cave" bn the ' 
Ouarantal cliff overlooking Jericho. The cave is named for ‘ 
remnants of a Roman sandal found there. Archaeologists 
marked the cave for further investigation during "operation 
scroll." a last-minute drive to find treasures around Jericho 
before the area is handed over to the Palestinians, spokes- 
woman Efrat Orbach said. After the massive operation ended, 
archaeologists Hanan Eshel and Boaz Zeiso returned to 
excavate the cave, near the Ouarantal Monastery that by ' 
tradition marks where Jesus spent 40 days in the desert and 
resisted the devil's temptation. 
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U.S. troops are quickly withdrawing from Mogadishu streets Sudan says measles epidemic contained 


By Thomas Wagner 

The Associated Press 


MOGADISHU — U.S. 
troops are withdrawing from 
Mogadishu's streets faster 
than expected and moving to 
the heavily guarded seaport 
and airport to await ships and 
planes for the trip home. 

Two months before the 
U.S. military is scheduled to 
finish removing its 5.3UO sol- 
diers from the capital, the 
sand dunes and beaches at 
the airport are crowded with 
tents. 

Most U.S. bases and 
strongpoints around the city 
have been turned over lo 
soldier* from other countries 
who are staying in Somalia as 
U.N. peacekeepers. 

The American soldiers, the 
backbone of the operation, 
must finish withdrawing by- 
March 31. along with their 
helicopters, howitzers, 
armoured personnel carriers 
and anti-tank missiles. Many 
people believe that will leu*e 
U.N. forces far more sus- 


ceptible to attacks by 
Somalis. 

Somali militias, which 
appear to he rearming in 
Mogadishu, already have 
taken over four posts that the 
reorganising U.N. forces 
abandoned. 

On Tuesday, a Somali 
child threw a hand grenade at 
the entrance of the Wuhiliye 
hotel It) minute* after U.S. 
diplomat Stevenson McII- 
vaine left following a meeting 
with an ally of Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, whose men con- 
trol northern Mogadishu. 
The boy fled, and seven 
So m a 1 i civilians were 
wounded. 

At the airport, many U.S. 
soldiers appear discouraged 
by a mission that went from a 
successful humanitarian op- 
eration that ended a famine 
to battles in the streets of 
southern Mogadishu. There 
they were put in the role of 
policemen trying to arrest the 
faction leader who controls 
that sector. Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. 


Many believe that when 
their friends and families 
think of Somalia, they do not 
recall images of Marines car- 
rying food to starving chil- 
dren. Instead, they picture a 
Somalia mob dragging the 
body of an American soldier 
through the streets last 
October. 

"I think a lot of people are 
going to think nothing was 
accomplished here because 
this country is still in a slate 
of disarry." said Corporal 
Dennis D. Hill. 23. sitting 
near the helicopters he and 
his buddies use to keep a lid 
on Mogadishu by flying over 
it day and night. 

"Stopping the famine was a 
great success, hut Americans 
are wailing to see a govern- 
ment formed in this place in 
the middle of nowhere." he 
said. 

At the other end of the 
airport, on an Indian Oeean 
beach. Lieutenant Michael 
Mam may. 25. commands a 
platoon of howitzers pointed 
at downtown Mogadishu. 


The howitzers were rushed 
in after an Oct. 3 battle that 
killed IS American soldiers 
and wounded 77. After that. 
President Bill Clinton de- 
cided all U.S. troops would 
be pulled out by March 31. 
and U.N. iroops stopped pur- 
suing Aideed. 


For three months. Somali 
militiamen have stopped fir- 
ing mortars at U.N. force* 
because they know* ihe howit- 
zers shoot 4> kilogrammes, 
laser-guided shells that can 
level their position a few mo- 
ments after they open fire. 

"We keep the peace here 
because we have the higgest 
stick in town." Li. Muinmny 
said proudly, pointing at the 
big guns. "But the thing that 
determines whether soldiers 
win or lose is the political 
goal. In the Persian Gulf, ihe 
goal was to rake back 
Kuwait. In Somalia, the goal 
w-as unclear." 

After pausing to cover his 
ears while a huge military 
plane roared past and landed 


on the runway only a few 
metres away, he added: 
"Maybe it’s hard lo win 
humanitarian operations. It's 
not a war." 

Starling Jones, a 24-year- 
old soldier who is proud that 
U.S. li , ne to Africa, 
to help Somalis, does not 
think Americans will 
Operation Restore Hope as a 
victory. 

Sitting in a steamy airport 
building, he said: "This 
humanitarian mission was a 

success But once it 

changed from heing huma- 
nitarian to getting shot at. it 
should have been over ami 
done with. If we’re going to 
help someone out. even a 
sister country, we should only- 
stay until we're getting mis- 
treated and we're risking, our 
lives, then they don't need our 
help." 

After U.S. Marines first 
landed on beaches outside 
Mogadishu ' on Dee. 9. 
they quickly ensured (hat 
emergency food supplies got 
through to the starving peo- 


ple of Somalia. American 
troops were cheered by- 
crowds of Somalis from all its 
warring faction until the stan- 
doff began with Gen. 
Aideed. 

Today, relief worker* — 
who are rebuilding roads, 
wells and schools — are fear- 
ful over a new wave of kill- 
ings. robbery, kidnapping 
and extortion. 

Although a, U.S. Marine 
combat force will remain 
offshore for a while, many 
people worry Somalia will fall 
back into the cycle of civil 
war and famine after Amer- 
ican troops leave. They sav 
the peacekeepers from India. 
Pakistan and other nations 
will he ill-equipped to deal 
with renewed fighting. 

"I don't think the “United 
Slates is going to want to get 
involved in another mission 
like this one. because when 
wc and other western soldiers 
pull of this place, the other 
countries won't have what 
they need." said 33-year-old 
Sergeant John Sheridan. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan says a measles epidemic, which 
has killed a reported 55 people in a village in the war-torn . 
south of the country', has been contained. The government- 
owned Al Ingaz Al Watanio newspaper, quoting the director 
of epidemics administration in Sudan's Ministry of Health," 
said on Wednesday that the necessary drugs had been sent to 
Kwoda village in Equaroria state. The director. Dr. Munir 
Abaro. said the number of cases had fallen in rhe village of 
15.000 people from 146 per day in mid-January to only five on 
Tuesday. Kwoda is 40 kilometres north west of Juba, the mam 
town in southern Sudan where the Islamic government's forces 
are fighting mainly Christian and Animist Rebels. Another 
government-ow ned newspaper. A I Sudan A! Hadith, said on 
1 uesduv the disease had killed 55 people in Kwoda and 200 
others had contracted it. Most were less than 15 years old. ' 
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Militants wanted to kill Israeli envoy 


iT’S 


CAIRO CR) — Militants accused of a bomb attack on Eevot’s 

Ki„T,h tCr , had , a lis ‘ of 10 Prominent figures fcfkilL 
including the Israeli ambassador to Egypt. David Sultan 
security sources said Tuesday. Thev said the ninVfmmS 
J, j ,ad< confessed during questioning that thev were 

Su,, ‘ m Under ° rd ™ their 

reaaer. Ayman Zawahn. who reportedly lives in Geneva The 

Mr Su ^ aS , ked t0 moniror the movements^ 

Mr. Sultan and prepare a plan to kill him. On their hit list Was 
military judge General Ahmad Abdullah? wta nSdETS 

,r»! htary triaIs of militants, including theirs Gen 
Abdallah was targeted by militants in July but fheymistook his 
car and fired on another In - ulc z mistooK ms 
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Angflcan Church Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751 . 
Amman International Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 

S24J28. 

German -speaking Evangelical Con- 

gregatlou Tel. 6X4195 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 

Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church or Nmartne Tel .675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church fat Am- 
man 

Td. XI 1295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10, Aqafci 21). Humidity readings: 
Ammon 8X per cent. Aqaba 42 per 
cent. 


Vthaikh pharmacy 9X5417 

EMERGENCIES 


RJ Flight Informal ion 08-5321)0 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53201) 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Civil Defence Department 
Gvil Defence Immcdutc 


HOSPITALS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church SwtiHeh, 
Td. 81074(1 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

6327X5. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 

637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Tcrrasaacta Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 


It will tx: sunny and cloudy, as 
temperatures will rise and winds be- 
coming westerly light to moderate. In 
Aqjha. winds will he northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 
Dr. I Mm Al Asmar . . 

Dr. Farouq Nour 

Dr Jihad Zyadeh .... 

Fuas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy .. 
AJAscma pharmacy 
Nairoukb pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 
Shmcisani pharmacy 
Najib pharmacy 


Mm. (max. icmp. 
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Deserts 2 /I5 

Jordan Valley 07 1 20 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ah Al Shuqani 
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Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police ... . 192.621111 
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. 637777 
. X9122X 

Blood Bank 

. 775121 


. 8434(12 


. K96390 

Public Security Department ... 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

. 630321 
. 605800 
. 6bl 176 

897467 

Amman Municipality 

.787111 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Qiib 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 

121 

, (11(1230 

623101 
661101 
. 773111 


77411 1 


68011X1 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 
Electric Power 

Company 

XI 56 IS 

636381 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 
Akilch Marcmity. J. Amn. 
Jahal Amman Maternity... 

Mulhas.J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmebam 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

AI-MUashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Ahdali 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashralkh 

Army, Marka 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ihn Sma Hospilal ........... 

Al Hifcma Modem Hospital 

tRBID: 

Princess Basm* Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al Nafcn Hospital 

AQABA: 


.. 813X13/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

... 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

... 667227/9 
.. 666127/37 
... 664IMA. 

... 7771010 
-775111/26 
.. X9I6I1/I5 
.. 602240/50 
674I5S 


Princess Haya Hospital .... (t)3)3Mi i j 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


2!? RomcfRJl 

S:, 1 ? Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

25 Riyadh (SU) 

Rome(AZ) 

£5 Ca.ro I MS) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


-S5S 

f -Say - 


77m information is supplied by Royal 
Jitnhniin (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (W|S)2W-J, where it 
should always be verified. 


(09)9X3323 
( 09)900560 

(09)9X6732 

,.(mj9Wwn 


(10275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarmina! 1) 

04:00 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

04 JO Aden (RJ) 

O 7 !*® Sanaa (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

09 lW Riyadh (RJ) 

WdS Aqaba (RJ) 

10:80 Beirut (RJ) 

W-20 Colombo (RJ) 

16:45 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ j 

18:13 Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

18:30 I nndon. Berlin (RJ) 

19:00 Casi Blanca. Tunis (RJ) 

!9;M Bangkok. CaJcuiMiaJ) 

Athens. Lurnuca(RJ) 


££ R.yadh(Stj) 

- - Romc(AZ) 

££ Ca.ro I MS) 

r Ulanhul (TK | 

— — • Amsterdam (KU 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Aqjha ( RJ ) 

: Rome f RJ ) 

..!£ Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

n ;ll Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Lamaca. Athens I RJ) 

IJ.M Pans(Rj) 

1*55 b j dn "iS) 

Bahrain. Dnhq ] Rj{ 

22i« ■■ "k,. V . Duha, - M ««at(Rj) 
4Z--W .... Kujla Lumpur. Jakarta (Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

2151 Beirut (ME) 

Isis ■; Duhai <Rj) 

28:55 ;; ; Damascus (AZ) 

Mfc 25 » c niro(MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


a.m. every Monday 

nlT" n““ cns 5fl0p.ni. every Monday 

Utp-Danascm 7:30 a.m-. every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:10p.m. every Sumbf 


MARKET prices 

Upper/ktwcr pnec in tils per kg. 




Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Cdhbjgc 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Clementine 

Cucumbers, (large)".! 

Cucumbers (small) 

eggplant 

Garlic t " '"■* 

Grape Frail "I"!""””""" 

Green beans 

Lemon 

Marrow 

Marrow (snmii) 

Gltuc&terecn) 

Orange 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

*J c PP cr (bot) 

^Ppcr (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 


Tomato 

Spinach ..." 


String beans 


.... 72UM50 

680 

631 

60730 

.... HWKW 
... 100/ 150 
.. 230 / 250 
... 100/50 
.. 220/ 1(50 
... 160/60 
.... 900/600 
.... 200/120 
... 700/550 
.. 170/100 
... 120/80 
.. 230/150 
.... 700/500 
... 400/ 100 
.. 360/300 
.. 230/160 
.. 240/ 180 
.. 240/ Itf) 
... 250/180 
.... I0U/50 
.... 170/ 

... 120/W 
....5X0/400 






*-t, 

fj„.. ari 


’h -urt 

sN, „ 

^ mJS 


\ 
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CB J licenses 5 banks in occupied territories 


VMAN (AP) — The govem- 
meiu has given the go-ahead to 
five Jordanian banks to reopen 
branches in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi said in com- 
ments published Wednesday. 

He said the move was part of 
an agreement reached with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) earlier this month 
and allows Jordan a strong say 
in the economy of the occupied 
lands, parts of which are ex- 
pected to come under Palesti- 
nian autonomy soon. 

The Jan. 7 Jordan-PLO 
agreement provides for, 
among other things, Jordanian 
control of banking and monet- 
ary affairs of the nearly 2 mil- 
lion residents of the West Bank 
and Gaza during a proposed 


five-year interim self-rule 
period. 

It also allows Jordan to 
reopen its banks there, which 
were closed when Israel seized 
the territories during the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. 

Jordan had eight banks with 
31 branches operating in the 
West Bank and Gaza before 
the war. One bank with seven 
branches reopened in the terri- 
tories in 1986 under a special 
arrangement. 

The Kingdom ruled the 
West Bank for 17 years before 
Israel captured the territory. 
However, in 1988, Jordan se- 
vered legal and administrative 
links to the territory. 

In remarks carried by the 
local newspapers. Mr. Nabulsi 
said the CBJ had issued “pre- 
liminary licences" for five 


Shrine restoration 
nears completion 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Work on 
the restoration of the Dome of 
t^e Rock in Arab Jerusalem is 
4. arly completed, and the final 
cost was $8 million which came 
in as a personal donation from 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Rafiq Khatib, AI Aqsa Mos- 
que director, said the formal 
inauguration was expected by 
the beginning of March. 

The Irish construction firm. 
Mi van, was contracted to re- 
furbish the Dome of the Rock, 
a project which entailed cover- 
ing the dom with gold-gilded 
copper sheets supported by 
lead beams, and to restore the 
roots and install a fire alarm 
sytem. 

According to Mr. Khatib. 
the materials used in the pro- 
ject were tested at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) labor- 
atories in Amman as well as in 
Germany, France and the Un- 
ited Kingdom. 

All the materials met inter- 
national standards and speci- 
fications required for the job. 

Mr. Khatib also said that the 
special committee, formed in 





House panel to start health safety meetings 

AMMAN. (Petra) — The Public Freedoms and. Citizens' 
Rights Committee of the Lower House of Parliament Saturday 
.will start a series of meetings to discuss public safety conditions 
light of recent statements by Minister of Health Abdul 
Aahim Malhas attacking some food and drug merchants. The 
committee sent initiations to former health ministers, doctors, 
specialists, the presidents of the Jordanian medical and 
pharmacists associations and the chairman and secretary of the 
Consumers' Protection Society. 

Businessmen’s group elects new head 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Businessmen's Association 
Wednesday elected Ibrahim Al Zein as association president 
and Hamdi Al Tabaa as vice-president. Mr. Zein succeeds 
Mamdouh Abu Hassan. 

Jordan pavillion opens at Madrid fair 

MADRID (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Al Adwan Tuesday opened the Jordanian pavil- 
lion at the International Tourism Fair in Madrid in which 30 
countries are participating. Dr. Adwan also held meetings 
with several tourism ministers representing their countries at 
the fair and discussed with them means of activating coopera- 
tion between Jordan and their respective countries. The 
minister also met with his Spanish counterpart and extended to 
"him an invitation to visit Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

I EXHIBITIONS 

tUt Art exhibition by artist Ghazwa Shukri at (he New English 
School Art Gallery (Friday 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.). 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Makrant khaghandouqah at (he 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Da rat Al 
Fnnun of the Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation. Also 
showing the ‘‘permanent" exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (Tel. 643251/2) 

ft Art exhibition by artist Makram Khaghandouqah at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by artist Omar Al Basoul at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition on the art of architecture at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

FILMS 8- DRAMAS 

ft Film entitled "The Wrong Man” at the American Center on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. (105 minutes). 

ft Film in English on surrealist artist "Magritte" (with 
commentary in Arabic by Ms. May Mudhaffar) at Darat Al 
Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman on Thursday at 5:00 
p.m. 

ft Drama entitled "Hamlet Crucified Again" at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

ft Drama in Arabic entitled "The Question'' at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.) (on Thursday) 


FIELD TRIP 

☆ Field trip arranged by Friends of Archaeology to ‘Iraq Al 
Amir. Departure from Amra Hotel parking lot on Friday at 
9:00 a.tn. in private cars. 


banks to reopen seven of their 
branches in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

“The banks now have to 
submit all necessary docu- 
ments for final approval before 
they could actually start opera- 
tions, Mr. Nabulsi was quoted 
as saying by Al Ra'i and Al 
Dustour. 

Banking sources said the 
Bank of Israel must endorse 
the licences under an agree- 
ment Jordan and Israel signed 
on Dec. I. The banks will 
operate under Jordanian reg- 
ulations, but will have to send 
periodic report to the Bank of 
Israel. 

Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho are expected to 
come under Palestinian self- 
rule in the initial phase of the 
accord signed between the 
PLO and Israel on Sept. 13, 


1993. As such. Jordan had to 
have tacit PLO approval to 
reopen its branches. 

Mr. Nabulsi named the 
banks which were given the 
green light and the towns 
where they were allowed to 
reopen as: 

The Arab Bank, Nablus and 
Gaza; The Bank of Jordan, 
Jenin; the Jordan National 
Bank, Nablus; The Jordan 
Gulf Bank, Nablus; and the 
Arab Land Bank. Bethlehem 
and Gaza. 

The governor notes! that all 
the banks except the Jordan 
Gulf Bank operated in the 
territories before 1967. The 
licence for Jordan Gulf Bank 
was issued becasue another 
local bank which has since 
merged with it had branches in 
the West Bank. 


Jordan’s food security is endangered 
by population growth rate — bulletin 


1954 to supervise the restora- 
tion of the shrine, has been 
diligent in its work, adding that ' 
the panel had conducted ear- 
lier restoration works in 1956 
and 1964. 

According to the committee, 
subsequent restoration was 
conducted at AI Aqsa Mosque 
after an act of arson by a group 
of Israelis in 1969 caused se- 
vere damaged. 

In May 1992 King Hussein ' 
announced his donation of 
$8.24 million to help finance 
the current Dome of the Rock 
project. 

According to the committee, 
Jordan spent JD 164 million on 
the restoration of the holy 
places up to 1992. 

Mr. Khatib said the commit- 
tee is currently studying plans 
for restructuring the minbar of 
Saladdin Al Ayoubi (the pulpit 
inside the Al Aqsa Mosque) 
which was burnt during the 
arson attack of 1969. 

He said that the committee 
plans to enlist the - help of 
renown craftsmen and artisans 
to help rebuild the minbar. 


m 
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The Dome of the Rock (File photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — A statis- 
tical bulletin released Wednes- 
day warned that the current 
population growth rate of 3.4 
per cent was causing heavy 
strains on natural resources 
such as water and soil and was 
making sufficient food produc- 
tion increasingly difficult. 

As in other Arab and third 
world nations, improper use of 
agricultural equipment in Jor- 
dan has led to a deterioration 
in the cultivable land, resulting 
in a decline in food production 
and the emergence of environ- 
mental problems, said the bul- 
letin which was issued by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the 
National Populatiorr Commis- 
sion General Secretariat and 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) office in 
Amman. 

^ Jordan's population at year- 

■lif end 1992 was estimated at 3.9 
. , million, but if the current fer- 

*. * tility rate among childbearing 
- fir* V* women (aged 15-49) continues, 
i / f. ’ ' said the bulletin, the King- 
s' * * ■ dom's population could reach 

}«-T* 5.3 million by the year 2000. 

jfc” The bulletin, issued 

Wednesday during a workshop 
r * . on linking labour and popula- 
tion to food production and 
£ i t nutrition in Jordan, noted that 

Dt ■ ^ the average Jordanian family 

W . currently numbers seven. 

jJH* population density is estimated 

at 44 persons per square 
; kilomen^s, 42.5 per cent of the 

till. ’ population is below 15 years of 

■■ — » age and 32 per cent of the total 

-li.1 population live within t.ie 

v*-'®*?*****"^ Greater Amman region. 

The 50 participants to the 
s?aiipg|^nH£9nf four-day workshop which be- 

gan Monday .are discussing 
jfVl i :ii topics related to population 

mmtmmr trends, changes in rural com- 

munities. food production poli- 
' cies, concepts on nutrition and 

the adverse consequences of 
.r- excessive population growth. 

iaBwnL. ___ The bulletin urged Jorda- 

nians to adopt the national 
health programme of birth 
spacing and to property utilise 
available agricultural resources 
in a sound and highly efficient 
manner with a view towards 


helping the country ensure 
food security and improve the 
quality of life of its citizens. 

The workshop participants 
are expected to conclude their 
sessions Thursday by touring 
several health institutions in 
the Amman region and visiting 
a number of food processing 


plants under a programme pre- 
pared by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 

Khaldoun Subeihi, director 
of guidance and agricultural 
information at the ministry 
said that Saturday a second 
workshop will open to deal 
with population and food pro- 


duction issues in the country. 

He said delegates attending 
the coming workshop will in- 
clude those from the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of 
Health, the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF) as well as the National 
Population Commission. 


Police search for hit and run driver 
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By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Um AI Amad 
police are searching for a hit 
and run driver who Monday 
struck an elderly woman and 
fled the scene, according to 
police reports. 

The 70-year-old woman 
who was identified as S.A.A. 
suffered a fractured hip and 
was reported in fair condi- 
tion. said officials at Madaba 
Hospital, where the victim is 
being treated. 

According to police reports 
the suspect was driving a 
white Mazda. No other de- 
tails about the car or its driv- 
er were available. 

A police official at Al 
Badia Police Station in 
Madaba told the Jordan 
Times that as of Wednesday 
evening, police were still 
searching for the driver of the 
hit and run vehicle. 

Meanwhile, in a separate 
incident, in Zarqa. a 47-year- 


old man Tuesday was attack- 
ed and shot at four times by 
two unidentified assailants, 
said police reports. Muslim S. 
Mohammad received gun 
shot wounds to ' the legs, 
police reports indicated. 

The report said that 
according to the victim's son, 
two unknown persons came 
looking for Mr. Mohammad 
early Tuesday at his house, 
but they were unable to find 
him and told the victim's son 
that they would return. 

Later said the son. the two 
men returned to the house 
found Mr. Mohammad, and * 
convinced him to ride with 
them, claiming that they 
wanted to settle a dispute in a 
trible fashion with another 
man. 

The victim told police that 
the two men drove him on a 
farm road, stopped the car 
and asked Mr. Mohammad to 
get out of car. Mr. Moham- 
mad said that when he step- 
ped out of the vehicle one of 


the men started shooting at 
him. 

Police reports, however, 
did not indicate if Mr. 
Mohammad resisted his 
attackers or if he tried to run 
away when he was fired at. 

In Shmeisani area, also 
Tuesday, an 18-year-old man 
reported to police that he was 
attacked by three unidenti- 
fied people. 

The young man. identified 
as S.N.S.. told police be was 
sitting in his car in the 
Shmeisani area when three 
men approached his vehicle 
and asked him to present 
some identification. The vic- 
tim, responding to their de- 
mands, showed them a docu- , 
ment. He said the three men 
attacked and beat him and 
-Jeff the scene. 

The victim said when he 
looked for his wallet he disco- 
vered it was missing. S.N.S. 
was reported in fare condi- 
tion and police are investigat- 
ing the case. 


AL Al Bayt Foundation plans 
international award event 


Study reviews German- Jordanian “ 
economic, technical cooperation sS* 


By Caroline Far^j 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Academy of Islamic Civilisa- 
tion Research (AL AI Bayt 
Foundation) Wednesday 
announced plans for an inter- 
national cultural event at 
which “King Abdullah Ben Al 
Hussein" awards will be distri- 
buted for distinguished cultural 
works. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A study 
prepared by the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) on pros- 
pects of economic and technic- 
al cooperation with Germany 
and German institutions 
Wednesday was reviewed at 
the RSS during the opening 
session of a workshop orga- 
nised in cooperation with the 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
Foundation of Germany. 

The foundation's office 
director in Amman, Andrea 
Gearber, RSS Vice President 
Sa’id Alloush and Qasem 
Ahmad Director of the RSS 
International Studies Centre 
addressed the workshop. 

Dr. Qasem presented a re- 
search paper on economic rela- 
tions between Jordan and Ger- 


many, trade exchanges between' 
the two countries, investment 
prospects and future German 
technical and financial aid to 
Jordan. 

Also covered in the paper 
was cooperation between uni- 
versities in the two countries 
and the exchange of scho- 
larships, in addition to coop- 
eration between scientific and 
technical institutes in Germany 
and Jordan. 

Dr. Alloush reviewed RSS- 
German cooperation over the 
years, noting that Germany's 
assistance to the country was 
intrumental in promoting the 
Kingdom's water, environmen- 
tal, economic and agricultural 
sectors. 


Dr.‘ Gearber told the audi- 
ence that the foundation, 
which established its office in 
Amman in 1984. has offices 
and carries out projects in 74 
third world countries. 

He and the participants dis- 
cussed the prospects of en- 
couraging tourist exchanges, 
German help to Jordan in 
afforestation, promoting the 
transfer of modem technology 
and helping find alternative 
sources of energy. 

Other topics such as German 
investments in Jordan and help 
to the Jordanian balance of 
payments and assisting the 
country in carrying out socio- 
economic development were 
also reviewed at die workshop. 


AL Al Bayt President Nas- 
sereddin Al Assad said the 
event would 1 -be^ Organised- 1 in ’ 
'/ coordination- with the* Islamic 1 
’ and Near Eastern Studies Cen- 
tre at Durham University in 


the United Kingdom. 

Dr. Assad said the awards 
would be offered as way of 
encouraging researchers, scho- 
lars and artists from the Arab 
countries. He said participants 
in the event should present 
their contributions in Arabic. 

According to Dr. Assad, the 
awards would be granted for 
remarkable scientific work, 
distinguished works of art or 
sculpture or research work on 
pan-Arab unity. 

He said that the first awards 
would be presented in 1995 
and later similar awards would 
be presented every two years. 

According to Dr. Assad, the 


awards null be the form of cash 
and gold medals bearing the 
logo of Al Al Bayt Foundation 
as well as a certificate attesting 
to the honour. 

Dr. Assad announced that a 
special committee, including 
representatives of Durham 
University, Amman on Satur- 
day to prepare for the project. 

He said preliminary and in- 
formal meetings were held in 
June and September last year 
to discuss the concept of this 
project. 

. The award called for by His 
Majesty King Hussein, would 
be supervised and followed up 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, said Dr. Assad. 


I> 


FOOD, FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT 
THE FRIDAY BRUNCH AT THE MARRIOTT 


RJ proposes Amman as new 
site for IATA technical centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Wednesday 
proposed that the London- 
based International Air Trans- 
port Association (IATA) 
Technical Centre for the Arab 
World be moved to Amman. 

The proposal was made by 
RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Balqez to visiting 
IATA Director General Pierre 
Jeanniot during a meeting at 
RJ headquarters in Amman 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Balqez said he discussed . 

K 'th the IATA official several 
iter issues related to the asso- 
ciation's Jordan cooperation 
and the prospects of adopting 
the RJ Civil Aviation Centre to 
train civil aviation officials 
from Europe and other coun- 
tries. 

IATA already has a regional 
management office in Amman, 
according to RJ officials, who 



President and Chief Executive Officer of Royal Jordanian Wednes- 
day receives a certificate of recognition from visiting International 
Air Transport Association Director General Pierre Jeanniot 

also noted that the discussion peace to civil aviauon opera 
with Mr. Jeanniot covered the - tions in the region, 
developments that are ex- Mr. Jeanniot presented Mr 


pected following mergers of 
major world airlines in Europe 
and the United States in the 
next decade and the benefits of 


peace to civil aviauon opera- 
- tions in the region. 

Mr. Jeanniot presented Mr. 
Balqez with a special certifi- 
cate in recognition of RJ's con- 
tribution to the world civil 
aviation services. 


wm 


Visiting Indian team explores 
joint venture prospects 


AMMAN (Petra) — A team of 
visiting Indian businessmen 
representing major electronic 
industries and computer firms 
in India Wednesday discussed 
here prospects for Jordanian- 
Tndian cooperation in electro- 
nics trade and joint ventures. 

Mohammad Asfour. chair- 
man of the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce, who met the 
team tackled the prospect of 


launching joint Jordanian- 
Indian schemes to manufacture 
computers and computer prog- 
rammes as well as other elec- 
tronic equipment using joint 
capital. 

Discussion at the meeting, 
which was attended by cham- 
ber members, covered the 
prospects of Jordanian markets 
serving as a centre to promote 
the sale of Indian electronics in 


the region. 

Matters related to Jordanian 
’trade and investment laws 
were also discussed. 

The meeting concluded with 
an announcement that the In- 
dian companies would embark 
on promotion campaigns to in- 
troduce their electronic equip- 
ment to the Jordanian mar- 
kets. 



Join the Brunch Bunch 
lg\ j dnd bring the whole 

Wr\ ■ family to the Marriott 
Hotel where you can 
j) enjoy a spectacular 

feast every Friday from 
noon to 4:00 pm. From 
traditional arabic food, to a 
huge selection of international 
dishes, we have it all. Not 
forgetting of course live 

( music. Relax and enjoy. 
Your children will be 
entertained by our clown . 
Children under one meter 
tall eat for free. 

Price: JD 9.750 Including service charge 
and tax. r 

Children: Half price. 


AMMAN 


-toamott 


o&jU 


For information and reservations 
Tel: 607607 
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The force of a tidal wave 


THE FOOD and drug crisis triggered recently by 
remarks made by Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas continues to draw wider official 
and public interest and involvement with each 
passing day. The cause of public welfare, exempli- 
fied by the minister’s revelations, has been 
boosted when His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, called for a serious and 
urgent inquiry into the situation. The government 
has now named two committees to investigate the 
matter and will brief Parliament next Wednesday. 
Recent reports reveal that similar abuses had 
taken place in the past but were hushed up by 
subsequent governments. In strict legal terms, 
silence on or cover up of crimes makes the officials 
involved accessories to these crimes and criminal- 
ly accountable. Even negligence is punishable by 
law. Jordanians, therefore, expect the official or 
judicial inquiries to eventually lead to the indict- 
ment of the culprits, be them officials or traders. 

The publicity created by these disclosures seems 
to have encouraged many informed Jor danians to 
speak out on other related issues. And more 
questions still Unger. For example, the quaUty of 
the water that we drink or the air we breath. Do 
we have adequate zoning policies to make sure 
that our water aquifers are not being contamin- 
ated with hazardous waste, especially industrial 
waste and pollutants? When industrial cities were 
established, did anybody check the implications of 
the industry on water resources? And what about 
the indiscriminate use of pesticides and insec tides 
in agriculture? 

The issue at hand warrants investigation; and 
the government did weU to establish two commit- 
tees to probe into the quality of food and drugs 
consumed by the people. The government is also 
right to attempt to allay people’s fears foUowing 
the revelations of Dr. Malhas. However, following 
the interview aired on Jordan Television Tuesday, 
we fear an inclination towards containment of the 
issue. This of course will not be acceptable by the 
people or their deputies. 

We beUeve that the matter goes beyond the 
greed of certain traders, as Minister of Supply 
Radi Ibrahim contended in the JTV interview 
Tuesday. It has so many more aspects that have to 
do with the government itself, with laws and 
legislation and with social norms. 

We are sure nevertheless that Dr. Malhas’ 
revelations, that he chose to mitigate on JTV, will 
by the time they are dealt with give us an insight 
into the real morals and ethics that govern our 
society and the way our government functions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l daily commented on the controversy going on about 
the recent statements by the health minister about the 
manipulations on the part of the merchants and drug dealers. 
It is certain that the health minister had encountered many 
malpractices and came to know a great number of malpractices 
prompting him to speak out. said the daily. According to the 
minister, those responsible for such malpractices and man- 
ipulations are amassing wealth by robbing people of the health 
and by causing tragedies to Jordanian citizens and sufferings to 
many people. It is the duty of the professional associations and 
the Health Ministry and the government at large to move fast 
and put an end to such malpractices. The committee which the 
government has formed to look into these allegations and 
accusations was the least measure vis-a-vis this dangerous 
situation, said the paper. It seems that the health minister has 
resorted to the public, and the press after realising that he was 
fighting a losing battle on his own and it is therefore the duty 
of the public, the press and all those with conscience to 
support the minister's drive to end such violations of the 
Jordanian laws and regulations, called the paper. The public 
ought to rise up and defend itself against the contaminated 
food and the adulterated medicine in order to protect to 
children, the mothers and the society as a whole. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i Arabic daily accused the U.S. 
administration of seeking to end the Arab boycott of Israel in 
order to deprive the Arabs of any card in the negotiations with 
the Israelis. Tareq Masarweh said that the United States has 
destroyed Iraq's power, imposed sanctions on its people, 
impose a siege on Aqaba to weaken the Jordanian economy, is 
exercising pressure on Egypt and Syria and taking all these 
hostile measures for the^sake of serving Israel's interests. At 
the same lime, he said, the United States is forcing the Arab 
Gulf slates to remain hostile to the other Arab countries in 
order to perpetuate disunity among the Arabs and render 
them weak entities before the Israelis. The writer said that the 
Arabs are not bound to gain anything form the ongoing peace 
talks with Israel which the U.S. wants ro remain superior to 
the Arab Nation militarily and economically and which it has 
been supplying with at! means for enhancing its power and 
consolidating its hold over the occupied Arab land. The writer 
said rhat if Israel succeeds through the United States to end 
the Arab boycott, the road to Israel’s domination of the Arab 
World would be wide open. 


Arab reconciliation: The need for a summit 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


THERE is no doubt that the real loser in the Gulf war. as has 
already become apparent and shall become more so in the 
future! is the Arab World at large. It is indeed ironic that just 
before the outbreak of the war. the Arab countries had begun 
to witness a very desirable (and long-awaited) degree of 
mutual understanding and respect. The jealousies seemed to 
disappear, the tensions to lessen, and the feelings of animosity 
to abate. The air seemed a lot cleaner and' the attitudes 
sounder and healthier. 

The promise of a new era was epitomised in the name of one 
of the Arab summit conferences held a couple of years before 
the Gulf war. the Summit of Consensus and Agreement (19X7) 
— Mu'tamar Al-Wifaq W a Al-ittifaq. Though the first word in 
the name (Wifaq/Consensus) is perhaps mo idealistic and even 
far-fetched to mean anything substantive, the second (Inifaq/ 
Agreement) is indeed revealing. There prevailed — in that 
conference itself, in the subsequent conferences (especially the 
one held in Iraq in May I WO). and throughout rhat whole 
period — not only a very genial but also a mature atmosphere. 
1 distinctly recall the Arab leaders, even those who were most 
at odds with each other, addressing in the said conferences 
specific bilateral, multilateral, and pan-Arab matters openly 
but tactfully and diplomatically. The criticisms they made of 
each other, skilfully disguised in refined humor, were forth- 
right but also responsible and fair. There was a serious 
exchange of viewpoints and a real dialogue. 

The said summits were, in my opinion, a success nor because 
they resulted in actual consensus and agreement (rhey 
obviously did not. at least not for a durable period of time) hut 


because they pointed very tangibly to how the Arab you ■ 
might have 'conducted, and may still do. joint business 
channelled their disparate efforts towards the uchieveme 
common goals. It was crystal clear to the summit part ici pa - ■ 
as well as to any .intelligent Arab observer, that the Ara 
countries did not have to obi ice each other grudgingly, to ov 
each other, to abandon I heir individual ideologies arm 
philosophies, or to unite in order to lunction effectively an 
prosper. They could differ in temperament, in opinion, m 
vision, and in political structure and still be able to agree on 
methods, on strategies, and. more importantly, on what was 
ultimately good for each and all. This is the best any true lover 
of the Arab Nation could, and ought to. expect. _ _ 

l do not aim to rehash dead history here, nor to reminisce on 

something that is no longer of significance. No! I wish rather, 
through such rehash and reminiscence, to remind of and 
suggest the workable basis, from our own recent political past, 
on which Arab reconciliation could be brought about and the 
future Arab relationships could be established — namely, 
dialogue through a series of serious summit conferences. 
Simply, let’s resume what we started in the late lVStls. 

Wc understand that the Ciulf War. whose painful scars are 
still with us. has dealt a severer blow to the whole Arab Nation 
than has any other event in our modern history, greatly rifting 
and fragmenting it. The memory of the Arab World going to 
war against iisell. of brothers fighting brothers, is neither 
pleasant nor easy in put behind. There are moments in fact 
when one thinks it next to impossible for the Arab World to 
ever wake up and realise that its true strength lies not only in 
reconciliation but in cooperation and joint action. True. 

Rut it is also true that Arab countries are experienced 
enough and mature enough tor ought ro be by now) to know 
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Reform’s setback in Russia 


indicts an arrogant IMF 


By Jeffrey Sachs 


CAMBRIDGE, Mas- 
sachusetts — The Communist 
old guard reasserted political 
dominance in Russia last week. 

The resignations of two key 
reformers, Yegor Gaidar and 
Boris Fyodorov, from Boris 
Yeltsin's cabinet are not just a 
failure for the Clinton adminis- 
tration, which has blithely 
accepted President Yeltsin’s 
commitment to reform, but a 
serious setback for Russia’s 
move towards democracy. 

Western governments are 
now likely to spend much more 
on their military budgets than 
they would have on direct aid 
to Russia. 

Most Western observers 
never understood the bald 
facts of political life in Russia. 
While pundits debated the re- 
lative merits of shock therapy 
versus gradualism, the real 
issue was far simpler. 

Would reformers have the 
political strength and western 
financial backing to pursue a 
sensible and consistent finan- 
cial policy, or would they be 
done in by a bitter and corrupt 
Communist opposition? 

For two years, reformers in 
Moscow struggled for power 
wbile Western governments 
promised them large-scale aid. 
The financial crisis left behind 
by the Communist regime was 
too deep. The reformers could 
not win without outside help, 
but help never arrived, and the 
reformers paid the price, losing 
badly in the December elec- 
tions. 

The United States and its 
allies had turned over the task 
of bailing out Russia to the 
International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, principal- 
ly because institutions could 
make loans that did not require 
congressional and parliamen- 
tary authorisation. 

While the IMF and the 
World Bank proudly took the 
limelight as leaders of western 
aid, like private bankers they 
made sure that no significant 
amount of their money would 
be risked in unstable Russia. 

Of the roughly 518 billion 
that the IMF and World Bank 
were to lend to Russia in 1993. 
only 52 billion was handed 
over. This might have been 
prudent banking practice, but 


it was disastrous foreign- 
assistance policy — and worse 
foreign policy. 

What is even more troubling 
is that these institutions blun- 
dered in their assessment of 
the situation in Russia. It was 
not just excessive caution that 
stopped the flow of support. It 
was their lack of understanding 
about what to do. 

The urgent tasks of financial 
reconstruction were admittedly 
complex, but the broad out- 
lines should have been clear. 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the 
Communist regime had left 
Russia in financial shambles, 
with a budget deficit of more 
than 20 per cent of GDP paid 
for by printing money; a ram- 
pant and corrupt flow of subsi- 
dised loans from the central 
bank to state enterprises; an 
unpayable foreign debt; de- 
pleted hard currency reserves. 


Hamilton's rescue of American 
finances in 1790, Hjalmar 
Schacht's solution for Weimar 
Germany's hyperinflation in 
1923 and Ludwig Erhard’s 
creation of a democratic mar- 
ket economy in Germany after 
World War II. 

In all those cases, outside 
help was crucial. 

The IMF failed miserably in 
advising the Group of Seven 
countries and the Yeltsin admi- 
nistration on Russia’s financial 
reconstruction. It discouraged 
Russia from rapidly introduc- 
ing a separate national curren- 
cy. For two years it down- 
played Russia’s need and abil- 
ity to issue domestic treasury 
bonds, focusing nearly all its 
efforts on pressuring the Rus- 
sians to make politically im- 
possible cuts in the budget 
deficit. 

It advised Russia against the 


“While the IMF and the World 
Bank proudly took the limelight as 
leaders of western aid, like private 
bankers they made sure that no 
significant amount of their money \ 
would be risked in unstable Rus- 


The main goals of financial 
policy should have been to 
reduce the budget deficit; to 
float new government debt on 
the domestic market, in order 
to cover the budget deficit 
without printing new money; 
to stanch the flow of cheap 
government loans to weak in- 
dustries; to establish a separate 
Russian currency so that Rus- 
sia could pursue a monetary 
policy independent of its 
neighbours. 

At the same time, interna- 
tional grants and loans should 
have been provided to help the 
government pay its bills. 

All these tasks were urgent, 
and each piece of the package 
wjk needed to supnnn the 
others. 

Critics might derisively cal! 
the package shock therapy, but 
these measures are the essen- 
tial remedies for a financial 
collapse and have a pedigree 
stretching back to Alexander 


stabilisation of the ruble ex- 
change rate and held back a 
ruble stabilisation fund de- 
signed to support such a policy. 
Most remarkably, it never ack- 
nowledged the urgency of 
mobilising international assist- 
ance to help Russia finance its 
deficit. 

The IMF's relentless advice 
wastn cut the deficit, not to find 
acceptable and noninflationary 
ways to finance pan of it. The 
World Bank also failed in its 
most important task: to help 
finance a viable social support 
system. 

Why was the IMF so inept? 
For a simple reason. For 50 
years, it has been nearly as 
secretive and monopolistic os 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party. All IMF 
loan documents concerning 
Russia arc secret. 

The only information the 
IMF publishes is general eco- 
nomic data, not specific policy 


advice. The IMF is cut off from 
independent professional scru- 
tiny and from competition. It 
alone determines whether 
western aid will flow. 

Like any long-standing 
monopoly, it has grown arro- 
gant, self-protective and slop- 
py- 

And yet whenever anything 
goes wrong with an IMF prog- 
ramme, the United States 
Treasury and the other Group 
of Seven governments draw 
the wagons around the IMF. 

The western governments 
have to understand that it is 
one thing to defend the basic 
and sound principles espoused . 
by the IMF — budget disci- 
pline, responsible monetary 
policy, open markets — and 
another to cover up the short- 
comings of the organisation's 
technical work and its reluct- 
ance to make loans in urgent 
circumstances. 

The reformers may or may 
not get another chance in Rus- 
sia. Now that they are no 
longer heading the key minis- 
tries, there is little the United 
States can do. It will have to 
watch how the policies of the 
new government develop, but 
it makes little sense for tbe 
Clinton administration to com- 
mit to large-scale economic 
assistance unless reformers re- 
gain power. In any case, 
American credibility on aid is 
already at a low ebb. 

If reforms somehow con- 
tinue, the worst response on 
the West's part would be to 
send an unreformed IMF back 
into the fray. The IMFs man- 
aging director, Michel Cam- 
dessus, should accept responsi- 
bility for this debacle and step 
down, The IMF needs new 
management at the lop and a 
new direction, based on the 
best practices in financial stabi- 
lisation, risktaking in lending 
money and openness to profes- 
sional scrutiny. 

The best the United States 
can do now is to prepare for 
another chance to support re- 
forms before Russia poses a 
renewed threat to itself and the 
rest of the world — The New 
York Times. 

1 he writer, piotvwr nr r.ucr- 
n:iiinii;i! trade af H.rn.ird l '»/■ 
utm'M. resigned on Friday us 
economic adviser to President 
Boris Yeltsin. 


h-mtvn and that the only way to mend fences is 

nrobkms is not to lei foreign parties interfere. The Arab 
E diet under** many tragic experiences before and w* 


N-uion did undereo many tragic expci " TT: — 

!/h, ' to recover and seek solidarity with renewed determine 


■ihle to recover unu sees muiu.ihi* 

?ion Furthermore, there is a strong realisation by almost all. 
even those countries which were more directly hit and hmt 
than others, that the real loss is. as I have said, that of the 

Arab World as a whole. ■ . 

The Arab counirte mred each other now as much as 
before especially ai thi- hiuhly sen., live phase of Middle East 
peace 6 and* world reorder, ng and reslractunng. For hen, ro 
comiruie ... antagonise each other (blatantly or through 




insinuation), ‘to ‘turn' their hacks to each other. » live 


iEK. ™ to prelend lo.Uhe each other but nm 
coordinate' or cooperate, is not in the interest °f an^ The 
human and natural resources they possess, if well-managed 
and well-used, entitle the Arab Nation to survive . compete, 
■md contribute more effectively to its own prosperity and to 






u> 3 \: 


l ^The Arab air is. I believe, a lot cleaner than it was a couple 
of years ago. and its individual countries are readier for 


reconciliation' and solidarity (or ought to be). The man 
obstacle, the wav 1 see it. is psychological and procedural. 
Who is to take the first step? How and where to 
The best solution, in my opinion, is to start preparing for an 
Arab summit conference, to be attended hy afl. on neutral 
Arab territory. And lei’s call it the Reconciliation, ltnfoq. and 
Coordination conference. It is time for such a breve and tnily 
needed step, for the sake of the peoples of this great nation, 
ttrVin Il'iJl Til Cr'M hr-tttir times in the twenty-first century than 


who wish to see better times in the 
thev have seen in the pre-ent. . 
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Bosnian town 
struggles to 
maintain 
Croat- Muslim 




By Dan de Luce 

Reuter 

TUZLA. Bosnia — One of the 
last bastions of ethnic harmony 
in Bosnia is struggling io hold 
on to the idea of co-existence 
between Croats and Muslims. 

With a war between the 
Muslim-led Bosnian army and 
Croat militia raging in central 
Bosnia, cracks are beginning to 
appear in Tuzla’s ethnic poli- 
tics. 

The' Bosnian army this 
month ordered a Croat brigade 
in Tuzla to disband, on the 
grounds rhat it could not be 
tolerated while Croat units 
were fighting Bosnian troops, 
elsewhere. 

The 115th Croat brigade had 
helped defend the north Bos- 
nian town against Serb forces, 
but Croat-Muslim warfare that 
erupted last year in central and 
southern Bosnia has led the 
Sarajevo leadership to view 
separate Croat units as a 
potential threat. 

Tuzla’s Muslim mayor. 
Selim Beslagic. hopes to resist 
the tide of ethnic division 
sweeping through Bosnia. But 
some wonder privately if even 
the popular mayor can protect 
Tuzla from a three-way civil 
war. 

“The situation is not even 
remotely similar to the situa- 
tion in centra! Bosnia." Mr. 
Beslagic said in his office in 
Tuzla. "Both Croats and Mus- 
lims have decided to live 
together here like human 
beings.” 

Residents of this industrial 
town of 12HJXV). which has a 
majority Muslim population, 
spoke proudly of Tuzla’s tradi- 
tion of ethnic tolerance and 
intermarriage. 

“1 think people are different 
here. We never considered 
someone’s nationality here." 
said Vcrica Markovic. a 32- 
year-old Croat from Turin. 
"Even now. intermarriages are 
quite common." 

Roman Catholic Friar Petar 
Matanovic. a Franciscan who 
lives in Tuzla. appeared on 
television earlier this month to 
calm tensions after the Croat 
brigade was disbanded. 

He appealed for coo! heads 
and restraint. So far there has 
been no violence against the 
Croat minority, which makes 
up 15 per cent of Tuzla’s 
population. 

Friar Matanovic said in an 
interview that Tuzla. home to 
coa] and salt mines and other 
heavy industries, was a com- 
munist stronghold that clung to 
the ideals of former leader 
Josip Tito, who believed in the 
unity of the Yugoslav peoples. 

The idea of \ ugoslavia was 
always very stronu here." he 
said. 

In the last census before the 
war. up to 24 per cent of the 
population called itself Yugos- 
lav when asked to register their 
nationality. 

Although neighbour 
neighbour relations Mill 
to be peaceful, some Crosis 
said privately that they tear.-. I 
the influence of a more hard- 
line Muslim government in 
Sarajevo. 

Tuzla was one of onlv three 
towns in pre-war ejections rh.it 
voted lor a non -nationalist par- 
tj. with Mr. Beslagic'*, refor- 


jjisii? es>cf. 

mist party of Bosnia- gjprosesj 

Herzegovina obtaining 35 per ^ f t coin 

cent. 4 : 

The Party of Democratic , ,> 0r - ; 

Action fSDA) led by Alija S ,' i V 

Izstbegovic emphasised Mus- ^ 

lim interests, scoring victories f 

in other predominantly Muslim r. 

towns. . . ahsltns '-w: 

Three years later. Mr. Izet- fUciie 
beeovic serves as president in a \ j ir g- 
Bosnian government domin- ^ 

ated by the SDA. and mem- 
bers of his party rule the towns 1 . ™ " 
and villages around Tuzla.; ® ' 

Mr. Beslagic is said to have swr Trie 
tense relations with Mr. Izct- 
begovic’s government,, but Jte-' ivimnsti 
played down his differences VAin ting < 

with the Bosnian leaders." ^poetic 

territory of Bosnia- ^ 

Herzegovina. icr. 

“We had a visit from four ■'acoRanue 
ministers from the government iisSosss i 
recently. None of them said zl ■■J’jjf ^ 

they would opt for an Islamic. ijf' onn 0 f 
fundamentalist state. They are ^ 

all talking about a modem - ' 
European state." the mayor ' r "- i 

said. t . 

But the commander of the 
disbanded Croat brigade. ^ in th: 
Zvonko June, insisted the Bos- -K in decc 
nian government no longer had abs. fa 3 
Croats in mind. He said he ftns for svi 

agreed to the army's demand " 

to dissolve his brigade two 
weeks ago because Croats had ^ 
no interest in what he called 
"fighting for a greater Muslim -WlCe of s< 
state." 

Mr. Juric said the Bosnian ■ 
army, which has surrounded is t 

separatist Croat troops in the hot 
central Lasva Valley to the j A) 
south, was trying to expand Q . 

into Croat-populated territory 
to make up for land lost to 

Bosnian Serb forces early in >s 

the war. 

"The moment Izetbegovic fi 

supported the partition of Bos- 
nia into three ethnic states, it 
was clear to me my brigade no 1 v 
longer served the purpose olflj- 
defending and creating a joint 
state." he told Reuters. "" 

The former commander left 
open the possibility that he and ^ 
some of his soldiers would "i?Cc p 

join forces with the Croat - 

defence council (HVO) fight- Iju. 
ing Muslim-led troops else- w J G 
where in Bosnia. £ 

The Bosnian army has ^ Ifle/j- 
allowed another Croat brigade 3 fo t J 
to remain intact in Brcko. J^are 1 
north of Tuzla. because it plays ’ ftc r.- . fe 
a vital role in fending off Serbs 
in the Brcko battle zone. bit 

Army officials have said its k. *" s/?n 
future will be decided by the on 

end of February. V ^its ■ 

One prominent Croat intel- 
Actual, who declined to be 
quoted name, said he was ■ s 

pessimistic about the future of $ 

Croat and Muslim co-existence * [ 

»n Tuzla. despite the good in- \ ' sify 
temions of most residents anil e$ 0 , 

the mayor himself. V L of ^c 

'T am not a panicky man. /v, 

but I know the psychology of t^lr/v . 
masses." he. said. * "This' is a 
f -ic**! process.” 3lalt f °i 

M.un Croats fear they 
•you Id be relegated to a minor- ? ^ 

«•> m tl Musiim-lcd stare- V 

•-foals in the area are noi 
convinced that they should « ' 
fight to the end (with the Bos- 
nian army), because they knenv ^ ^,* 1 } 
they are a minority and will get £ 
nothing for it.” ’ 
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* Jordanians showing more interest in music 


ity Mohammad Mashsurga 

ARE Jordanians musically illiterate? 

What kind of music does the public in Jordan 
appreciate: Oriental or Western? Folkloric or modem? 

If Jordan is “ musically ” illiterate and if there is a real 
lack of understanding and appreciation of music, then 
who is to blame? 

Mohammad Hazza ’a, the supervisor of music prog- 
rammes at the Ministry of Education says the ministry 
has been holding annual competitions for school chil- 
dren on national anniversaries. 

According to Mr. Hazza ’a, school choirs, bands and 
folk singers were involved in these functions. 

He says that the. ministry believes that that is 
sufficient music for school children at this stage. “ What 
yon hear about the ministry restricting music lessons ro 
certain groups is not true at all**, he told this writer. 

Statements like these echo what state officials in 
former Eastern European countries used to say. 

The Ministry of Education has no independent 
department that is responsible for the teaching of music 
or theatre. It has no badger for this kind of cultural 
training. What the ministry does, however, falls within 
what the officials call the framework of cultural or extra 
curricular activities and these include oratory the 
reciting of poetry, handicrafts , laboratory work and the 
like. The ministry also gives some attention to sports 
and student outings and has special budgets for these 


types of functions but not for theatre and music. 

Indeed the teaching of music was endorsed by the ' 
educational system in Jordan at the First National 
Education Conference in 1987 but no curricula has yet 
been detailed. 

Mr. Hazza 'a, however, says the ministry might 
embark on a trial curriculum next year. He noted 
though that the ministry lacked qualified music instruc- 
tors. 

The ministry at the moment has 38 music teachers, 
out of which 10 work as part times. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


The ministry also has 116 teachers who *i ave under- 
taken courses in music but are not fully qualified to 
teach. In the schools of Karak, Ta filch, Ma ’an and 
Aqaba there are no music teachers at all. 

Mr. Hazza’a admits that schools have no infrastruc- 
ture for the teaching of music, no special halls for music 
training and that the reaching of music is haphazard, 
depending on methods created by the reacber. In 
addition , he said, the ministry has no incentives or 
allowances for music teachers who in most cases get a 
regular teacher's salary of JD 130 a month, an amount 
that a professional musician gets for a night perform- 
ance at a local night club. 


The ministry budget for music training this year is JD 
50,000. Most of this is spent on the purchase of musical 
instruments. 

Kifah Falchoury . the director of the National Music 
Conservatory , says schools are in need of laying the 
infrastructure for reaching music rather than buying 
musical instruments. 

But ministry sources say annual budgets for music 
training are squandered not on infrastructure but rather 
on the purchase of equipment that no one would need in 
the teaching process. 

According ro educationalists the major blow to teaching 
music to children came during a period of 10 years 
during which the ministry was controlled by the Islam - 
bts who are totally opposed to the teaching of music. 

Critics of the Islamists say they only allowed religious 
hymns accompanied by drums and tamborines. The 
ideas planted in the minds of the minbtry officials then 
are still influencing their actions at present, one ministry 
official, who asked not to be named , said. 

Other factors that contributed to the lack of interest 
in music is the social environment , especially in a 
conservative society that does not easily lend itself to the 
idea of boys and girls induiging in music. These factors 
together did not help in laying down a traditional 
foundation for the birth of a music culture at the 
national level. This failure was accompanied by a slow 
revivai of traditional and national arts, according to Dr. 
Nabil Dras, dean of the Jordanian Music Academy. He 


says it is difficult to teach music at higher levels unless 
music training is introduced in kindergartens and 
primary schools. 

In advanced nations , Dr. Dras says, a musician 
requires four to seven years of training, particularly at 
the primary school level. Without appropriate training 
and infrastructure, he said, there can be no real music 
renaissance in the Kingdom. 

Violin instructor at the Academy Naser Abido echoed 
the same view, noting that the lack of financial means 
are behind the lack of teaching music in most of the 
Third World countries. 

Music is part of a nation’s culture and so lack of 
requiremen ts for music places additional burdens on the 
educationalists. 

It is to be noted, however, that the National Music 
Conservatory, which is supervised and sponsored by the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation (NHF), is trying hard to 
bridge the gap in teaching music in Jordan. Currently, 
the conservatory is providing training for 300 students, 
according to Kifah Fakhoury, the institute director who 
maintains that the conservatory can by no means 
substitute the Ministry of Education which runs hun- 
dreds of schoob. 

However , according to Ms. Fakhoury, the conserva- 
tory could, through the help of foreign expertise, build a 
solid base for future generations of musicians. In his 
view, despite the past image of music in the country , 
Jordanians are increasing showing “ interest ” in music. 
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Purple Of Life 

Poems by Nayef Abu Obeid 

Poetry is an essential branch of literature which actually 
preceded prose as an art of expression. Though in modem 
literature it comes next to prose it is still valued and 
appreciated by all nations , especially by Arabs, because 
Arabic is indeed a language of poetry. In Jordan there are 
many poets today. I chose from amongst them a poet from 
the north whose achievements in poetry are well known to 
all Jordanians. His book Purple Of Life contains many 
poems dealing with different subjects that are reflections of 
the poet on matters affecting his people, his nation and the 
world . at large. “ Poetry is an inclusive medium. This 

inclusivity. make poetry an invaluable tool with 

which to explore the nature of human interaction with the 
external world ” as Alan Scholefield puts it in his book 
Poetry For The Earth. 

. In reviewing this book an attempt is done to show style, 
fSibrif thinking, subjects of interest,' odds and shortcomings 
aswcVaspoetJc experience of our poet. Nayef Abu Obeid 
was bom in 1935 in Al-Husn near Irbid where he finished 
his elementary education and moved to Irbid to complete 
bis secondary schooling. His poetic journey started at early 
age and continued till now resulting in many books among 
which are Songs For Land, Our Village Divan and the book 
at hand. “I’m an old liner in poetry , " he says. “J believe 
modem, form of poetry is rather a prose dressed in poetic 
garment. A poem which rhyme doesn’t run through its 
verses is no poem at all” he assents. 

His opinion leads one to discover that at times be is more 
concerned in the form rather than the substance of the 
poem i.e. in decorating his poems with rhyme, similes and 
metaphors, but after a second reading one finds in many of 
his poems Char sweet, sincere and perpetual longing for the 
land, for the country life which constitutes part of his own 
life -— perhaps the dearest pah. For him that sort of life 
represents simplicity, faithfulness, warmth, true emotions 
and source of sentimentality: 


Yoor land is calling upon you, so hail 
Who else but you to fulfil its hope 
Who to ffH ffa/n its bauds and sail 
But lovers of its beauty end grove 


One unconsciously shares his nostalgia for his home’s 
landscape and daily life , for those parts which give that life 
its integrity. 

Aren’t yon eager for bill and slope 
An’ for the lute that turns you drunk. 

For the eye of dawn that is ail hope 
With eyelashes soft, velvety and stark 
Home It Is, never denies its folk 

Palestine is in the heart of the poet and we taste the 
bitterness of its loss from his lips: 

“ From the shore of love we carried reminiscence 
A handful of sand from Toolkarm and Yafa” 

But in his heart there is love too for his nation as a whole. 
He rejoices in its victories and cries in its defeats: 

Slow down your pace Oil moon! then gaze 
Lo! moons of Baghdad are all ablaze 
Slow down theretofore and bear the news - - 
If ever news shall be nowadays 

In the beat of his enthusiasm he praises martyrdom and 
considers martyrs as heavenly people or as beams of light in 
the prevailing darkness: 


POETRY REVIEW 


My friend who’s been laid in the ground 

Is a martyr , dear, generous and grand 

Proud I am to be the one 

Who saw bis will in danger done 

He peered on us from our night 

As meteor, nay ... as morning very bright 

Yet a tune of despair is heard from him when he sees that 
nothing, almost nothing had been achieved despite the 
caravans of martyrs who paid their lives for their nation: 

Oh hopes of our nation! sleep away. 

And yield your rein to traitors and Bonds 
Times of glory are gone , / say 
Dig a tonne/ in soil and fields 


In this psychological dilemma and depression he finds no 
consolation but to seek God's mercy and here religious 
emotion manifests itself clearly: 

When night’s darkness defeats armies of moron yet your 
dawn paint face of meadows with gold 
I come to you Ob God! Forlorn calling, praying Oh most 
Beneficent God to spread peace, to get wounds healed 

Then a shred of light emerges from behind thick clouds 
and the children of Intifada revive his hope by their heroic 
deed and sacrifices; 

All roses are beautiful 
Most or all red rose 
From the blood of dear ones 
It harrowed its blouse 

Despite all depressing factors resulting from the situation 
of his nation and homeland, love for his country remains 
intact and melody of eagerness and yearning is emanating 
from his verses: • 

I kissed your soil after wandering long 
At moment of love, in shadows of moonlight 
Lord! In m’ heart I made a promise so strong 
In it to live life’s journey to its height 
On all roads I am met with its lace 
In journeys of ecstasy between lute and string 

As a poet he is inspired by things which others do not 
grasp or pay attention to and here comes the role of the 
poet which makes out of the ordinary something that siezes 
wonder. Here is an extract fin om a poem describing an 
aeroplane: 

Soaring through, it spread a wing 
TUI air bad become its own domain 
Wind sparkled its heart to bring anger 
So furious it wailed again 

His Gelds of interest exceeds the borders of bis region 
and the Arab World to the world outside. We see him 
heartily sympathising with men of freedom anywhere and 
those who tight tyranny. In this respect he eulogised the 
South African black poet Benjamin who died for the cause 
of his people: 



Nayef Abu Obeid 


A knot hung round bis neck 
Lighted darkness of his long night 
The knot was an exit for bis soul to depart and find refuge 
in its roaring jong/e calling from there on blacks: What do 
we have but chains, jails and the vicious stab 
/ died for you bis soul whispered 
Do not ery oh fellows, but chant 
On drum’s beats with delight 

There are other poems dealing with other subjects in this 
book such as “ hypocrisy ” in which the poet ridicules 
personal and social hypocrisy and two eulogies one to the 
late Jordanian Prime Minister, Abdul Mune'm Rifai, and 
the other to Palestinian poet Mue’n Bsaiso. 


Mohammad Daoud Tahboub 


Angel mania takes flight in U.S. 


New atlas speaks volumes about 
fate of yvorld 9 s rare languages 




By Sebastian Smith 

Agence France Presse 

WASHINGTON — 
Angels , once though to 
restrict their appearmces 
mostly to hermits and 
monies, are materialising all 
over die United Staes in 
bestsellers, all-angelshops 
and on talk shows. 

“ Before , only iesert 
fathers, hermits and nystics 
could seem them. " sad So- 
phy Burnham, a Wishing- 
ton writer and exjert on 
angels. “ Now pecole are 
telling their stories ” 

Once an esoterc topic, 
the nature of such leavenly 
residents has becone a hot 
topic recently as he focus 
Of everything iron lowbrow 
television talk shews to the 
ma /ns /ream nevsweekly 
Time. 

Some explain he growth 
of angelology u the past 
two years as i spiritual 
reawakening an/ quest for 
guidance, while others say it 
is pure new ag fad. 

Whichever fir case , cash 
registers are riiging. 

More than <0 shops or 
organisations across the 


country deal exclusively 
with angelic merchandise 
and more than five million 
books on angels have been 
sold in mainstream book- 
stores. 

Need a nightshirt reading 
“ sleep with the angels”? It 
is available for $22 from the 
Angelic Alliance, based in 
Angel Heights. Maryland. 

Everything Angels, 
another heaven-sent busi- 
ness opportunity, distri- 
butes a slick catalogue to 

90.000 people. Its tele- 
phone number : 1-800-99 
ANGEL . 

Ms. Burnham said the 
publishers were nervous 
when they published her A 
Book Of Angels in 1990. 

But it soared to the top of 
the Washington Post best- 
seller list and has since sold 

566.000 copies and been 
translated into five Ian- 

A recent Time magazine 
poll suggested the angel in- 
vasion is not just a media 
creation: 69 per cent of 
Americans believe in 
angels, the poll found. That 
is up from 50 per cent in 
1980, according to a Gallup 
survey. 


There are almost as many 
theories as to why angel 
mania is sweeping the Un- 
ited States as there are 
angels — 399,920,004 , 
according to the medieval 
Saint Albert the Great. 

People are looking sky- 
ward because “we’re in ? 
very difficult period and the 
world just came out of a 
very materialistic part of 
our history, when the trinity 
were power, money, 
greed,” said Eileen Free- 
man, publisher of Angel- 
watch Newsletter. 

Several experts said that 
people have always been 
interested in angels, but 
were too embarrassed to 
talk about them. 

Until the late 19S0s 
“there was very little regard 
to the sanity of people talk- 
ing about angels, ’* said Guy 
Martin, who teaches a 
course on ghosts and angels 
at Harvard University. 

‘There was a terrible 
taboo , ” Ms. Burnham said. 

Another theory is that 
modern man finds God 
menacing and organised re- 
ligion too demanding. 

The modern angel is 


guuiamccd to be friendly 
and is a far cry from the 
terrifying warrior angels of 
the Bible, experts said. The 
Angel Movement is similar 
to new age spirituality in 
that “it is an attempt to 
make people feel good.” 
Mr. Martin said. 

■ Andre D'Angelo, a faith- 
healer who says he uses 
angels to heal, said people 
see cberubims and their 
winged colleagues as a way 
to get through to God — 
like secretaries for a very 
busy boss. 

Mr. Martin said he is 
sceptical about the craze. 
Many people who profess to 
believe in angels actually 
know little about religion or 
the history of angels, he 
said. 

Mr. D’Angelo criticised 
dealers in angel goods for 
putting a dollar sign on 
heaven. 

He said he had received 
an advertisement For a crys- 
tal angel , suggesting the sta- 
tuette “has some connec- 
tion to angels . And you pay 
them $250.” Mr. D'Angelo 
said. 

“ There arc a number of 
charlatans. ” 


By Ben Hirschler 
Reuter 

LONDON — Thousands of 
rare languages spoken by 
small groups of people 
around the world are on the 
verge of extinction. 

The encroachment pf 
communications and televi- 
sion and growing economic 
pressures on native peoples 
could cause a third of lan- 
guages spoken now to dis- 
appear in the next century, 
experts fear. 

According to the Atlas 
Of The World's Languages, 
the first such comprehen- 
sive survey. 6.500 languages 
are spoken today, excluding 
dialects. 

That rich diversity is 
being whittled away 
rapidly. 

“ Around 2.000 languages 
have less than 1,000 speak- 
ers and are likely to die out 
in the next 50 to 100 years, ” 
said Christopher Moseley, 
editor of the Atlas. 

“ Another 3.000 have less 
than 10.000 speakers and 
could go the same way, if 
present trends continue.” 

Most under threat are the 
indigenuous languages of 
the Americas ~and Au- 
siratia. 


Maps detailing the situa- 
tion at the time of first 
contact by white men reveal 
that hundreds of languages 
in these areas have already 
been wiped out and many 
others are on the critical 
list. 

The Atlas, published in 
London this month by 
Routledge. identifies 200 
surviving Australian abor- 
iginal languages. Of these 
more than half are spoken 
by fewer than 10 people and 
two dozen are represented 
by just one . elderly surviv- 
ing speaker. 

Latin America is another 
area at risk, although con- 
sidering the fact that Christ- 
opher Colombus arrived in 
the new world 500 years 
ago, Mr. Moseley said the 
Atlas showed a surprising 
variety still in existence. 

Even a country such as 
Germany can have linguis- 
tic throwbacks to another 
ase . now hanging on by 
tfieir fingertips’, the Atlas 
records I0,0UU speakers of 
North Frisian. 11.000 of 
East Frisian and 70.000 of 
Sorbian in Germany. 

One warning sign for a 
vulnerable language, high- 
lighted by the" Atlas, is its 


break-up into small islands 
of speakers surrounded by 
another dominant lan- 
guage. 

“Once a language starts 
to fragment its chances of 
survival are not great. ” Mr. 
Moseley said. 

Many of southern Afri- 
ca s endangered Khoisan 
languages, "for example — 
famous for their use of 
“click” sounds — are now 
confined to a few isolated 
pockets following wide- 
spread social intermingling 
with Bantu and other 
speakers. 

The lack of a written ver- 
sion of a language can rake 
a heavy toll as" integration 
with modern societies 
forces native peoples to 
adopt a recorded method of 
communication. Probably 
only a 10th of the world’s 
languages can be written. 

The biggest winner in the 
global march to linguistic 
standardisation has been 
English, with 350 million 
native speakers but 1.4 bil- 
lion people using it as a 
second tongue. 

Chinese “ boasts many 
more native users (around 
one billion) bur has Jew 
second language speakers. 


The third biggest lan- 
guage is Spanish w ith up to 
250 million native and 2S0 
million second speakers. 

Despite the accelerating 
decline in linguistic diversi- 
ty. the picture is not all 
bleak. 

In a few areas, most not- 
ably Europe, there is a re- 
vival of pride in local lan- 
guages. 

In w estern England some 
people arc now learning 
Cornish — a language that 
died out 200 years aso — 
and in the former Soviet 
Union the end of Commun- 
ist rule has prompted the 
resumption of teaching of 
languages not previously 
recognised by the stare. 

Mr. Moseley finds par- 
ticular encouragement in 
the example of Livonian, a 
language spoken on the 
Latvian coast until fishing 
villages were broken up % 

Today there are just nine 
elderly native speakers left. 
But since Latvian independ- 
ence their descendants have 
started teaching it again. 

”1 once wrote a thesis on 
Livonian which talked ab- 
out terminal decline — but 1 
think I may have to eat mv 
words.” Mr. Moselev said. 
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The art of upgrading 


By Jean-Claude Elies 


A study of the activity of Personal Computer (PC) 
distributors and retailers in Jordan for the year 1993 
would indicate that an important slice of their sales was 
not in gaining new accounts but rather in upgrading or 
replacing the equipment their users already had. My 
estimate puts this slice at approximately 30 per cent of 
the total sales. The trend abroad is practically the same. 

Modem PCs are very modular by design and also 
inter-compatible. One can exchange screens, 
keyboards. Mice, printers and other components be- 
tween different machines. Most options and add-ons can 
be fitted on any brand. Such property makes it easy to 
upgrade a given computer to a more powerful one 
simply by adding components or replacing some of 
them. 

Certain forms of upgrading however do not bring 
much added value or power to the machine, though they 
would be attractively presented by skilled salesmen. 
Trading components or adding them to a PC requires as 
much thinking and studying as acquiring a totally new 
system. Would anyone want to install a music CD (laser 
disc player) in an very old car whose engine is noisier 
than a Jumbo Jet and whose shock absorbers don't 
absorb anything anymore? 

It has often been discussed in this column that the 
real, overall power of a PC comes from the integrated, 
harmonious combination of some essential elements — 
the type of the central processor, the main memory size , 
the speed and capacity of the hard disk to name only the 
most important ones. Except in rare, specific cases, 
upgrading one while leaving the others unchanged will 
be expersive and won't bring any significant improve- 
ment in performance. 

Assuming we have a 386 PC with 40 MB (million 
bytes/characters) of hard disk capacity and two MB of 
main memory and its user might want a bigger hard disk 
to store more programmes, like Windows and some 
related software, the new hard disk can be anything 
between 120 MB and 250 MB. However , keeping the 
memory at two MB might impede the new disk 



performance and therefore raising the memory from 
two to four or even eight MB would be highly 
recommended. 

By the time the hard disk and the memory are 
upgraded, the 386 processor won't be up to the job 
anymore and a more powerful one , 486 for instance, 
would be required. At this stage the user might compare 
the cost of all this upgrading and the purchase of a 
completely new PC, after eventually re-selling his old 
386 system. 

Does all this mean that upgrades are useless? I do 
think that , in most cases, they are. It all depends 
however on the application. For someone who makes an 
extensive use of scientific, mathematical software, 
increasing the memory only can make an important 
difference. In programmes that handle large amounts of 
data but where speed in not essential, replacing small 
capacity disk drives with bigger ones can also solve the 
problem. 

Other cases when upgrades are worth the trouble and 
the money is when the PC is originally purchased with 
characteristics that do not balance. For instance, some- 
one who has bought a 486-DX system with eight MB 
memory and only 60 MB of hard disk storage must 
certainly replace the disk with a bigger one. This 
however would be considered more as the " correction " 
of a mistake than a real upgrade. 

In the end, and once the technical comparisons are 
made, the only valid decision factor is the price one has 
to pay for the upgrade versus the price of a new 
machine. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 


ft In Africa, the seed of the date palm is often roasted 
and used as coffee. 


ft A new-born kangaroo is about one inch in length, 
ft There are about 5.0(H) languages in the world, 
ft Grape juice will quench thirst promptly, even when 
taken in small amounts. 

ft The first roll-film camera was patented bv Georue 
■ Eastman on Sept. 4. 1888. 

ft William Howard Taft was the largest president of the 
United States. He weighed 28(1 pounds. 

ft A wild tiger is easier to train than one bom in 
captivity. 

ft Fingernails grow faster than toenails. 


FOX: No matter what the action, a fox in a dream 
is a strong warning of danger around you from wily 
rivals or hidden enmity, unless you killed the animal 
or it was dead, in which case you will outwit the 
plotters. 


ft 


PUZZLES 

CROSS FIT 


First, solve the ACROSS and DOWN clues and 
write your answers in the cross. Then solve the extra 
clue and rearrange the letters of the solution to fit the 
vacant squares, so that another word is formed 
reading downwards. 


LET’S LEARN ARABIC 

COMMON EXPRESSIONS 


ACROSS 
I. Buzz (3) 

3. Pass a message ( 5 ) 

4. Pile (3) 


Ma haza? 
Maza taFal? 


— What's that? 

— What do you want? 

— Have you any money ? 

Hal ma'aka foloos/nokood? 

— Is there a change with you ? Hal ma 'aka fakka ? 

— May l help you ? Hal tasmah lee ana osa 'idak ? 

— / don t want anything. La oreed shay 'an. 

— I want a cup of coffee. Oreed finjan kahwa. 

— I don t like tea. La ohib al-shaav. 


DOWN 

1. Chop down (3) 

2. Crazv (3) 


EXTRA CLUE 
Taxi drivers (6) 


— Are you Jordanian ? Ha I anta ordonni? 

— Where do you live ? Ayna taskon ? 

‘ — Can I have your address, please? 

Momken ta'teeni onwanak. law samaht? 

— Is your house far from here? 

Hal beitak ba'eed arm hona? 

— Are you free ? Hal ladayka faragh? 

— A re you ready? Hal anta jahez ? 

— Are you ill? Hal anta mareedh? 

— What is vour job? Ma howa amalok ? 

— Are you a doctor ora hank manager? 

Hal anta tabib aw modeer bank? 


ft ft ft 

TIME FOR FUN 


0 Carolyn's uncle came to visit his brother on his 
vacation. He was a very stout man. approximately 
five by five. He was jolly for all of that and delighted 
in listening to Carolyn s chuckles as he told her funny 
stories. After dinner had been servee/ and eaten. 
Uncle Tom smiled at the little girl and said: 

“Carolyn. I have some brand new stories. 
Would you like to hear them?" 

“}es. ot course. Uncle Tom." she cried eagerly. 

“Well, come sit on my lap and I'll tell them." he 
said. 

She eyed his large stomach doubtfully. “Do you 
think there's room for both of us?" she asked. 


# MRS. JONES: "I can never tell, merely by looking 
at my husband’s face, whether he is lying 'to me or 
not. How can you tell? 

MRS. SMITH: “I merely look to see if his lips are 1 

moving.'' 


ft ft ft 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


CAT: A generally unfortunate omen indicating 
trencher}’ and deceit among those you trust. If you 
killed the cat. you will defeat the purpose of your 
detrauers: if you chased it away, you may expect a 
sudden stroke of luck. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


Experience is a good teacher, but she sends in terrific 
bills — Minna Antrim . American writer (1856-1950) 


Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguish- 
able from magic — Arthur C. Clarke (1917- f 


Christmas won't be a Christmas without any presents — 

Louisa May Alcott, American novelist (1832-1888) 


Peace on earth, good will to men — Gospel according to 
St. Luke 


A fool and his money are soon parted, hut you never 
call him a fool till the money is gone — Anonymous 


No one worth possessing can he quite possessed — Sara 
Teasdale . American author and poet (1884-1933) 


Time is the thief you cannot banish — Phyllis McGinley, 
American poet and author ( 1905-1978 ) 



Mission impossible 


ByE. Yaghi 


The first question Anwar asked himself when his plane 
landed in America was what would his reception be 
when he found Yasser. 1m Yasser, the rich lady who 
employed him as the manager of her company insisted 
that he go immediately to the States and rescue her son 
from his infatuation with an American woman who 
certainly must be of very unsavory character. Anwar's 
reward of course would not only be Endncial but end in 
his prospective marriage to his employer. Anyway, he 
decided be needed a brake , so he agreed to go on this 
mission and see whether he could indeed convince the 
young Yasser, who had gone to the Americas on 
vacation and then remained for two years, to return to 
take over his mother’s business. Jm Yasser's constant 
stream of letters and nagging phone calls failed to* 
encourage her son ’s coming back and so. Anwar was 
chosen for the mission in place of the youth’s invalid 
mother. 

He proceeded to travel by bus to upstate New York 
and there would search for Yasser's apartment and 
approach him. Certainly this American companion of 
his could be nothing but a bad influence, he confem- 
plated as the neat and clean bus sped past the bright 
autumn colours of oranges, reds and yellows and 
through a crack in the window, he caught a once in a 
while whiff of the fresh smell of nature and every so 
often admired the Hudson River which wound its way 
upstate with the interstate highway. 

The elderly woman who sat next to him broke his 
meditation when she stated in a matter of fact way: 
“Beautiful isn 't it. our river? Not only is it scenic, but it 
is historic too. However, unfortunately for us, industry 
has polluted it beyond imagination. That’s why few 
people boat on it. for the stench is that of dead fish and 
no one would dare think of swimming in it for fear of 
coming down with instant death. Such a pity how man is 
so destructive of his environment /" 

J5uf Anwar could only effort an affirmative nod so as 
to return to his deep thoughts. After he reached the 
lovely city ofSirap. he asked for directions to a street by 
the name of Woodstock and hopped on the local bus 
which dropped him quite near the address. “ Excuse 
me, ” he said politely to a teenage jogger, “could you 
please tell me where 201 Woodstock is?" 

“Sure," she replied, “it's right across the street and 
up just a ways." 

So he sauntered up the street after crossing it, 
squinting his eyes in the hot sun until he reached 
Yasser's apartment. The building seemed old but 
enchanting and the envoy followed the sidewalk up to 
the porch and then rang a bell. Presently, a young, dean 
shaven man opened the door and exclaimed enthusiasti- 
cally: “Why Anwar, old friend, do come in. What brings 
you all the way to this part of the world?" 

Anwar found the young man warmly shaking his hand 
and at the same time pulling him into a dark room which 
smelled like incense. “ Please , do sit down and tell me, 
how is mother?'' 

Pleased to have reached his destination and to find 
Yasser so hospitable and impressive, Anwar sank down 
into the comfortable, plash sofa and was left to his 
thoughts for a minute while his host rushed to get him a 
soft drink. Then after he assured Yasser that his mother 
was well, he stated the purpose of his mission. “ Yasser , 
boy , you must return home. Your mother needs you and 
so does her company. What is it that is keeping you 
here? Why don’t you go back and marry your cousin 
Nadia?" 

“first of all. / want you to meet a friend of mine and 
then tell me who to marry. How about tomorrow for 
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wd rJZs waited for Yasser’s American lady fnend. 
She made a grand entrance into the dining ball almost 
like Scarlett OWara might have and in fact, she seemed 
to Anwar to possess those same violet ey^ and ve/veoj 
musical voidTshe floated over to grasp his band and 
7m£ZT, almost whispered ‘Tmso de/^ted tp 
meet vou " and sat down next to Yasser. 

Ztcr, back at the youth s home the SOjometiuug 
Anwar stated dryly to his companion, look, nere, 
tTaps TZas wrong to insist that you return Maybe 
ywu should wait for a while. Have you thought of 

ma {%Z S r toughed and answered: “I didn't imagine 
youTbe win over that quickly. Whatever would 
mother sav to this? You came to convert the sa vages and 
™ave become converted yourself? Tm sure that d you 
successfully bring me back, your reward will be f mother 
herself. You mustn't destroy your 

Anwar felt himself turning red and mumbled. I m 
not for sale. / could never do something I don t believe 
in. In fact, maybe I shall not return at 

“ What 9 And risk losing everything you ve worked for 
all these years?" Yasser almost seemed to scream. 

He needed time to think and he needed something 
much more, he needed rest. He got up and went to his 
room and threw himself on his bed. Here he was, in a 
mid-life crisis, not knowing what to do. He bad come to 
save Yasser from a woman he had been led to believe 
was evil but one look at her convinced him that her 
relationship with Im Yasser's son was virtuous and 
beautiful and that it was he himself who had spent his 
life chasing empty rainbows. He saw himself as wasted 
and shallow, waiting to marry a widow to ensure his 
success. If Yasser returned, then Anwar could marry Im 
Yasser. What a lame excuse for a marriage and 
promotion. And hadn't Yasser changed quite remark 
ably for the better? Obviously, his American friend had 
had a positive influence over him. 

Next day, Yasser proclaimed over a breakfast of 
homemade homos and falafel: “ I've decided to go back, 
with you. I'll be leaving whenever you wish. " 

“ And your friend? What will become of her?" 

“Oh, you mean Caroline? I’ve decided to marry. TIT 
return with you and she will follow later after she's 
arranged to sell her house, furniture and car. Perhaps 
mother won’t like me marrying an American , but l can’t 
really envision being married to my cousin who is like a 
sister to me.” 


Anwar congratulated his young friend and said with a,- 
sigh . “I’m very happy for you Yasser, but I cannot go 
back with you right away. I've got to think some things 
over. It’s just that I feel I haven't really lived , I've only 
watched other people do so. 1 need space to find myself, 
and I think it's about time I did so." 

He expected the surprised look on Yasser’s face who 
now offered: “My, dear and good friend, I’ve known ym 
since I was a small boy and you've been like a father to., 
me. You are welcome to stay in my apartment as long as ?' | 
you wish. Then. I take it you won't be marrying 
mother?” 

Anwar sadly shook his head. “ I'm afraid not.* Pm 
quitting the company too. You see, it’s the only fair 
thing to do. My conscience will not allow me to brag that 
I convinced you to return and claim the final prize. The 
greatest irony is that I've lost everything and gained 
nothing for myself!" 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Jan . 27 

8tJ0 Flesh And Blood 


10:20 The River Kings 


Beauty Is In The Eye Of The 
Ticket Holder 


Sean and his family begin a 
new life after battling the 
overflowing river and sav- 
ing many lives. 


10:00 News In English 
lOtffl The Island Son 


The Dating Game 


Pa in Killers 


Rachel offers to help her 
niece to take part in a 
school play. But unfortu- 
nately her offer is turned 
down. 


11:10 Are You Being Served 


Heir-Apparant 


A new heart surgeon is 
under suspicion following a 
case of malpractice. 


, A dating company is behind 
\ the killing of many women 
\vho seek partners. To find 
[he murderer. Eve gets in- 
\ide the company. 


9:10 Da Beat’s On 
10.-00 News In English 


An expensive fur coat is on 
sale. Guess who shows up 
for the sale... and for the 
buy? 


11:10 The Golden Palace 


):00 News In English 
ik’20 Cape Rebel 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 
— The Cops Are Robbers 


Saturday, Jan. 29 

8:30 Tlie Fanelli Boys 


Monday, Jan. 31 

8:30 The Torkelsons 


Sleuth is still on the loose. 

£ "e awaiting a ship to 
him away , he gets help 
a hunter. 


Double Date 


11:19 Night Court 
Her Honour 


Starring: Ed Asner and Ray 
Sharkey 


9:00 The Talk Show 


A true story of corrupt 
police officers in Boston 
who are responsible for a 
series of robberies. But 
there are (as always) good 
police officers who are after 
them. 


9:30 The Campbells 
10:00 News In English 


10:20 Feature Film — 
Sacred Ground 


Mrs. Torkelson's new love 
affair becomes an issue in 
the family as they think it 
will take her away from 
them. Obviously they are 
proven wrong. 


Christine is chosen to be 
one of the new Judges. 


9:10 Thirtysomething 


r,Eeb.2 

8:30 Close For Comfort 


Friday, Jan . 2B 


A white American with a 
son bom from his Indian 
wife, stands up against an 
Indian tribe which claims 
the son as theirs, following 
the death of his mother. 


Michael considers resigning 
from DAA as a client’s be- 
haviour on a matter of prin- 
ciple runs against his own. 


The Prirce And The Frog 


10:00 News In English 


Die fwd sisters Sara and 
Jackie nrht over a boyf- 
riend. 1 


8:30 Walter And Emily 


With Zak having such a 
domineering grandmother, 
would he be able to go for 
water-skiing, or playing ten- 
nis without any problem? 


Sunday, Jan . 30 


10:20 Feature Film — Night 
Nurse 


9:10 Doci 
dal Treat 


itary — Spe- 


8:30 You rf et Your Life 


9:10 G.P. 


Our weekly date with Bill 
Cosby and his quiz show in 
which he gives away the 
grand prize of $10,000. 


Starring: Barbara Stanwyck 
and Clark Gable. 


dren l \ A ^ on S inal 


Die film portrays Barbara 
Stanwyck as the efficient 

3 flrf nPvn/arf _ i 


A documekM\ 

discriminati 
by a dem 


And Baby Makes Three ’ 


There are two cases to be 
handled by G.P. Steve. 
One, of a little boy kidnap- 
ped while in hospital, and 
the other of an unmarried 
woman who is with a baby. 


9:10 Out OT The Past 

New Worlds 


- s — — vmuienr 

and devoted nurse at a hos- 
pital, where she shows spe- 


about rack 
as practise 
itic country 


WUIIU 

The sufferinlof the aborij. 
n/es in Austalia. 


c/a/ affection for children 
whose lives are in danger. 


10:00 News In English 


A documentary that traces 
old civilisations from the 
time when man reigned 
over the lands and learned 
how to exploit it for his 
survival. 


10:00 News Engffcft 
10:20 The Mk Who Cried 


Tuesday, Feb, I 

8:30 The Respected Family 


The jealousy pf a worn 
drives the fader and s 


9:10 Mann And Machine 
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Gloria Estef an is a singer first 


By Francisco Perez Rivet 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK ~ Gloria 
Estefan's latest album has 
' been on the billboard charts 
for weeks and looks like it’ll 
go platinum. Not Surprising 
for the pop songstress 
whose hits include Bad Bov 
and Rhythm Is Gonna Get 
You except for one demit: 
This one’s in Spanish. 

"Tam very, very happy 
with the success of Mi Tier - 
ra. because of all the 
albums that / have done this 
is my favourite, this is my 
most personal project . " the 
36-year-old Estef an said in 
a recent interview. 

Her first Spanish-Ian- 
guage album as a solo per- 
former is making chart his- 
tory in the United States 
and abroad. _ 

It made its debut on the 
billboard top 2(X) at No. 41 
— the highest-charting de- 
but of a Spunish-lunguage 
album. On the Latin chart, 
it opened at No. 1. In the 
United Kingdom. Mi Tiena 


hit No. 1 1. the highest first- 
week showing for a Span- 
ish- language album. And 
VH-I. for the first time, has 
put an all-Spanish-language 
video into heavy rotation. 

The record-set tint* album 
evokes the feeling of Cuban 
music rhythms of the 1930s 
and '■ W$ . though all of the 
songs are originals. 

"We considered this pro- 
ject for about five years." 
she said. “IVt* wanted to 
have something that evoked 
the past, that gave us a wav 
of bridging the past while 
writing new music. 

"The actual working time 
on the project itself, 
though, was rwo years. 
When we got into the stu- 
dios everything was readv . " 

The Cuban-born singer 
co-wrote many of the songs 
with her husband Emilio, 
who also arranged many of 
the numbers. Another' col- 
laborator is singer-song wri- 
ter Jon Secada. who started ■ 
his career as a backup sin- 
ger for Estef an. 

She attributes the re- 


cord’s success ro "the fact 
that it comes right from the 
heart. " 

"We did it with love, as 
something very special, and 
those things come through 
into the performance. 
When something is done 
like that, people can feel 
it." she said. 

When she sings the title 
song Mi Tiena (My Home- 
land). she said she indeed is 
referring to Cuba, adding: 
"But that particular song 
was written by a Col- 
ombian... so for him it 
meant something else. We 
wanted something that 
could catch the feeling of 
nostalgia felt by every His- 
panic immigrant, no matter 
where he comes from." 

According to Epic Re- 
cords. Mi Tierra was certi- 
fied gold only eight weeks 
after its release — the fas- 
test thar a Spanish album 
ever reached sales of 
500.000 units in the United 
States — and it seems 
headed for platinum (a mil- 
lion sold). 


Of course. Estefan also 
hus succeeded in raising 
money for needy people, 
particularly the victims of 
Hurricane Andrew in Flor- 
ida. Her image can seem so 
untarnished that she once 
told the publisher of The 
Miami Herald: " I'm going 
to have to do something evil 
to get rid of this goody 
image. ” Estefan was born 
in a Havana suburb on 
Sept. 1 . 1057. and has lived 
in Florida since her family 
arrived in the United State.', 
in May I960. 

She went to school in 
Miami and grew up in a 
bilingual environment, as 
did most Cuban American 
children of the time. She 
met another Cuban-Amer- 
ican. Emilio Estefan . and 
joined his band, called the 
Miami Latin Boys. They 
married in September 1978. 
and two years later had a 
son. Navib. 

The bund, which changed 
its name to Miami Sound 
Machine, released its tirsi 
album for a small local label 


in 1976. A couple of years 
later the group signed with 
CBS International and re- 
corded several Spanish 
albums for that label before 
switching over to Epic Re- 
cords. which released their 
English -language Primitive 
Love in August 1985. That 
album, now cenified double 
platinum, included the 
band's first megabit . 
Conga. 

Then came Let It Loose 
(1987). Cuts Both Wavs 
(1989). Into The Light 
(1991) and the compilation 
Greatest Hits (1992). 

Estefan. who's fully reco- 
vered from the ncarfatal 
1990 bus accident in which 
she broke her hack, said 
she 'll be touring to promote 
her new record and is even 
open to acting in movies. 

"They are sending me 
some scripts, and if I find 
something I like I'd take it. 
But I haven't seen anything 
yet of the sort. " she said. "I 
am basically a singer first. I 
want to enjoy my life. “ 



Gloria Estefan 
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By John Horn 
The Associated Press 
PALM SPRINGS . Califor- 
nia — This quiet desert 
town may not exactly be on 
the cutting edge of... well . 
anything. But for all its lack 
of artistry. Palm Springs 
now hosts one of the hip- 
pest, fastest-growing film 
festivals in the world. 

A popular destination for 
newlyweds and retirees, this 
resort city usually attracts 
the kind of entertainment 
that makes cruise-line shut - 
fleboard seem riveting in 
comparison. 

Bur .from Jan. 6-16 . the 
city was transformed into a 
cultural oasis with the 
annual Palm Springs Inter- 
national Film Festival. 

, This year's festival fea - 
„ lured about SO movies. 
There are world premieres. 
U.S: debuts and 10 foreign 
films selected by their re- 
spective countries for 
Academy A ward considera- 
tion. There were also two 
dozen Fellini films . in tri- 
bute to the late Italian 
director. 




Palm Springs tries to join global film community 



Although ihe festival has 
not vet lured a wave of 
Hollywood players and con- 
sistent throngs of major 
stars, movie fans and media 
from across the nation and 
overseas were among this 
year’s guests. 

Despite some difficult — 
if not occasionally offensive 
subject matter, audiences 
have been particularly re- 
sponsive to the eclectic Elm 
slate. More than half of the 
festival’s patrons live in the 
area, and most of those 
residents are older and 
more conservative than the 
rest of the nation. 

" There definitely seems 
to be an interest in these 
type of Elms — which is 
surprising to me." said 
Mark Diamond, in his Erst 
year as the festival’s artistic 
director.' “There's a willing- 
ness to sample foreign 
Elms, which you might get 
resistance to in a lot of 
places. " 

Fearing such resistance, 
actor Peter Coyote intro- 
duced the sexually candid 
movie Bitter Moon with 


scepticism. "1 will come 
back for a question and 
answer (session), if any of 
you are still here . " he told 
the audience. 

He had reason to expecr 
walk outs. On Friday, the 
Motion Picture Association 
of America gave Bitter 
Moon, directed by Roman 
Polanski, a renrarive adults- 
only NC-I7 rating. A story 
of obsessive love starring 
Coyote and Polanski's 
young wife. Emmanuelle 
Seigner. Bitter Moon revels 
in sex — and some of its 
more colourful permuta- 
tions. 

"This is a very, very 
strange Elm " was Coyote : s 
nutshell review. 

Nevertheless, the movie 
was well-received: few peo- 
ple /eft early. 

Similarly, when the new 
Italian Elm La Scorta (The 
Escort) was shown at the 
festival, ushers had to turn 
away crowds. Every seat 
was Elled 15 minutes before 
it started. 

There was not an empty 
sear, either, for The Scent 


Roman Polanski 

of Green Papaya, which 
played at festivals last year 
and is Vietnam's submission 
for Oscar consideration. 
The early morning turnout 
was almost as good for the 


Hollywood documentary 
Rhinoskin: The Making Of 
A Movie Star. 

Now in its Hfrh year, the 
Palm Springs Festival has 
debuted several notable 


Elms in recent years. They 
include Cinema Paradiso. 
Enchanted April and 
Mediterraneo. 

Attendance at this year's 
festival was up sharply from 


a year ago. when 3UJKK) 
people came. Box-office re- 
venues accelerated as well. 
Last year's festival claimed 
total receipts of SI 66.000. 
After just four days in 1994. 
the gate stood at $175,000. 

The event is not yet on a 
par with the Sundance Film 
Festival in Park City. Utah, 
or the Telluride Him Festiv- 
al in Colorado, which are 
considered the country's 
most influential festivals. 
Nor does it have the pre- 
stige of the New York Film 
Festival. 

Bur executives at Fine 
Line Features, the distribu- 
tor of Bitter Moon, felt 
Palm Springs was a perfect 
venue, especially since it 
gives them an idea of how it 
plays before moviegoers un- 
accustomed to such fare. 

"It ’s a good place to show 
the Elm." says Fine Line 
President Ira ' Deutchman. 

In the last few months, 
former mayor and singer 
Sonny Bono, who helped 
found the festival and is 
now its chairman, has had 
to replace the festival’s ex- 


ecutive and artistic direc- 
tors. I 

Even with all the disrupt 
tions, Bono is conEdent the. 
festival is on the move. and x 
particularly was pleased) 
with the sold-out festival 
dinner honouring Sophia) 
Loren. " j 

"Eventually, it will bej 
one of the most import ann 
festivals in the world. ” saysi 
the often hyperbolic Bono.] 
“ft will get bigger and bet- j 
ter. " 

Besides good golf. Palml 
Springs has a reputation fan 
good social life: The party, 
circuit frequently is grid - j 
locked. j 

Artistic director D/'-j 
amond says that's all fine . { 
but the festival needs toj 
focus op ,cinema xr npf cocA-j 
tails, if it's to keep growing. \ 
"In some articles, we* 
have been criticised for nor 
having enough parties . " £>/"-] 
amond says. > 

"It's nice ro have some! 
parries and we still do. bur} 
the main reason for the J 
festival is to have good\ 
Elms. " ! 


By Audrey Woods 

The Associated Press 
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LONDON — Dorothy L. 
Sayers . unlucky in love, 
found her perfect partner in 
the charming and witty 
Lord Peter Wimsey. 
amateur sleuth, ardent 
suitor and man of honour. 

She created this slender, 
blond son of a duke and 
made him the hero of 12 
books set among the pri- 
vileged classes in the years 
between the world wars. 

These classic mysteries 
have been steadily in print 
for more than half a cen- 
tury. despire toe divided cri- 
tical opinion thar persists ro 
this day. 

Sinclair Lewis thought 
Sayers' The Nine Tailors 
was petoaps toe best mys- 
tery he had read, while the 
critic Edmund Wilson de- 
clared it was "one of the 
dullest books I have ever 
encountered in any Eeld. " 

The wimsey books, like 
others from the golden age 
of detective Ecttbn. are El- 
led with the colour and 
sound of their time: its 
dress, its slang and attitudes 

— including casual anti- 
Semitism and xenophobia 

— toaf sometimes reveal 
more about a society than 
serious Ection does. 

Here is a world of dres- 
sing for dinner, of " beef- 
witted " English squires and 
“aeroplanes" in their infan- 
cy: of racy night-clubbing 
and of gentlemen's clubs so 
stodgy a nonagenarian 
could sit all day by the fire 
without anybody noticing 
he was dead. 

Dorothy L. Sayers, a 
child of the middle class, 
did not move in aristocratic 
circles. Bur us a student at 
Oxford University she 
observed the youth of the 
upper class in its final Hush 
of prewar privilege and con- 
fidence. 


Dorothy L. 
Sayers and her 
perfect partner 


Sayers, who died in I 957 m 
is sometimes accused of 
snobbery. But in an econo- 
mically depressed world 
bartered by one w'ar and 
headed for anotoer. Lord 
Peter offered readers toe 
same brief escape from real- 
ity that' Hollywood's mad- 
cap Elm heiresses and dim- 
pled tors gave depression- 
era moviegoers. 

Wimsey was a child of his 
time. He emerged from 
World War I with a medal 
for valour, a nervous break- 
down. and his indispensable 
valet Bunter. his sergeant in 
the trenches. 

The shifting sexual mores 
and "free love" of the % 20s 
beset his heroine. Harriet 
Vane, who w 'as tried for the 
murder of the man she hud 
lived with "in an irregular 
manner." and saved by 
Lord Peter who ignored her 
scandalous past and pur- 
sued her to the altar. 

There was more than a 
bit of the author in Harriet 
Vane. 

Born I Of) years ago in 
Oxford where her father 
was a college chaplain. 
Dororhy L. Sayers was parr 
of the' Erst generation of 
Englishwomen to graduate 
from Oxford University, to 
vote and to enter the busi- 
ness world. 

Very much a modem 
woman, she carried on with 
a job in advertising while 
secretlv bearing a child in 
1924. a secret she Avp. from 
her parents and ,rom even 
her closest iriends. She 
wrote to him. cducared him 


and finally adopted him. all 
without letting on he was 
her own. 

If the son. John Anthony 
Fleming . resented the 
secrecy, he forgave it. "She 
did the very best she 
could. " Fleming told 
Sayers' biographer Barbara 
Reynolds shortly before his 
death in 1984. 

His father w'as BilTWhite. 
a motorcyclist and car sales- 
man whom Sayers met soon 
after the breakup of a dis- 
mal liaison with a novelist 
named John Cournos. She 
wanted children, he didn't 
— and. like Harrier Vane's 
lover, he opposed marriage 
on principle. 

Sayers began writing her 
Erst Wimsey hoofc Whose 
Body? in 1921 as a straight- 
forward attempt to supple- 
ment her advertising salary. 

Once describing Wim- 
sey 's creation. Savers said 
that when she was thinking 
of writing a detective story, 
he walked in and presented 
himself. " complete with 
spars" — and a sense of 
humour: The family coat of 
arms included " three mice 
couranl and a domestic cat 
crouched us to spring . " and 
its motto w as: "As my 
whimsey takes me." 

The popularity of Lord 
Peter and Harriet Vane is 
widespread. Miss Reynolds, 
chairman of the Dorothy L. 
Sayers Society, reports u 
gathering of ISO enthusiasts 
at a Sayers weekend in 
Madison. Wis., this sum- 
mer. 

Sigmund Freud liked- 


Sayers' books, and modern- 
day fans include the prime 
minister's wife. Norma Ma- 
jor. and former Archbishop 
of Canterbury Robert Run- 
cie. who is patron of the 
Dorothy L. Sayers Society. 

How do characters that 
were so much a part of their 
vanished time and place re- 
main so popular ? 

"They live so vividly." 
Miss Reynolds said in an 
interview, because "she pul 
a great deal of herself in 
both of them. " it has often 
been said there's a lot of 
Dorothy in Harriet Vane, 
but "she also pur a lot of 
herself into Lord Peter, his 
excitements and enthu- 
siasms." she said. 

• "As she developed, so 
did he. As her interests 
grew, his mind became 
more congenial ro hers." 
Miss Reynolds wrote in 
Dororhy L. Sayers Her Life 
And Soul. 

"As a companion, he 
would become more and 
more rewarding, both im- 
aginatively and Enancially. 
Sadly this ceased to be true 
of her husband." 

Dorothy Sayers' love 
affairs ended unhappily and 
her 24-year marriage 10 
journalist Mac Fleming 
grew strained as he became 
ill-tempered with health 
prohlems and drink. 

She is sometimes thought 
of as a plain, rather sad and 
defeated woman. But Miss 
Reynolds insists she was ex- 
uberant. full of energy and 
humour, fond of finery and 
dressing up — when her 
finances permitted. 

Miss Reynolds, a scholar 
in Italian, became a friend 
of Dorothy L. Sayers in yet 
anotoer phase of the wri- 
ter's career — as translator 
of Dante Alighieri's Divine 
Comedy. Sayers completed 
two parts before her death, 
and Miss Reynolds finished 
it. 


A record season for 
financial flops on Broadway j 


By Michael Kuchwara 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — No one is 
immune to failure on 
Broadway. Work there long 
enough and you're bound to 
trip over a turkey. 

It's a fact , especially this 
season when the busiest fall 
in a decade produced more 
than its share of unsuccess- 
ful productions seven Enan- 
cial Hops, so far. and it's 
only January. 

the unfortunate roll call 
included such Ene work as 
Brian Friel's Wonderful 
Tennessee, one of the most 
moving plays of the 
year,and The Kentucky Cy- 
cle, a two-pan. six-hour his- 
torical drama that arrived in 
New York bolstered with a 
Pulitzer Prize and consider* 
able success in Seattle and 
Los Angeles. It lost $2 mil- 
lion, a record for a play, 
during its monthlong run. 

Then there were outright 
stinkers like Mixed Emo- 
tions. a wan little comedy 
that somehow ended up on 
Broadway instead of televi- 
sion. Or genuine miscal- 
culations like The Red 
Shoes, the great Jule 
Styne's misguided attempt 
to turn a classic ballet Elm 
into a musical. 

After nearly two months 
of previews and highly 
publicised fi rings of cast and 
crew. The Red Shoes 
opened on a Thursday in 
mid-December. It closed 
the following Sunday ar v a 
loss of nearly $8 million, 
making it one of Broad- 
way's most expensive duds 
ever. 

Sryne's impeccable 
theatre credentials — he's 
the man who wrote the 


music for Gypsy. Funny 
Girl and Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes among others — 
were no guarantee his new 
show would be a hit. 

All the great composers 
made mistakes — from Por- 
ter to Gershwin to Rodgers 
to Berlin. So did writers 
such as Eugene O'Neill. 
Tennessee Williams and 
Arthur Miller. Errors in 
judgment come with the un- 
predictability of collabora- 
tion. And not every play is 
Death Of A Salesman or A 
Streetcar Named Desire. 

In 1943, while basking in 
the glow of two Broadway 
hits, Oklahoma and Car- 
men Jones. Oscar Hammer- 
stein II took an ad in the 
show-biz paper Variety. It 
proudly listed his Eve pre- 
vious shows, all Eops. and 
then proclaimed. “ I've 
done it before and I can do 
it again." 

“ On Broadway . when 
you're good, you're very, 
very good, and when you 're 
bad, you're terrible. " Ham- 
merstein said later in ex- 
plaining why he advertised 
his unlucky shows. 

Yet in ’toe 1920s. '30s 
and'40s, playwrights, com- 
posers. lyricists and actors 
could recover quickly from 
a disastrouse Broadway ex- 
perience. In 1926. for exam- 
ple. Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart had four 
musicals produced in New 
York and one in London. 
Not all of them were hits, 
but the more successful pro- 
ductions erased memories 
of the Eops. 

Now unsuccessful 
creators soorhe their 
bruised egos — and fatten 
their pocketbooks — in 
movies and on television. 


Howard Ashman, one of 
ihe creators of off- 
Broadway’s Little Shop Of 
Horrors, flopped on Broad- 
way with "smile. " Its failure 
drove him to California 
where he and his partner 
Alan Menken found success 
writing scores for Disney, 
including The Little Mer- 
maid and Beauty And The 
Beast. Ashman died in 1991 
before he completed a third 
Disney cartoon. Aladdin. 

Ironically, the popularity 
of Beauty And The Beast as 
an animated feature per- 
suaded Disney that it might 
work on Broadway. The 
stage adaptation begins per- 
formances at the Palace 
Theatre in March with Tim 
Rice helping Menken Ell 
our toe score for New York. 

Disney owns the movie 
rights to Twilight Of The 
Golds, another Eop this 
season. The rights to- 
Jonathan Tolins' comedy- 
drama. which expounded 
the theory that homosexual- 
ity is genetic, were purch- 
ased before the play's dis- 
appointing Broadway run. 

Whether the Elm will be 
made is anybody's guess, 
but the play's movie sale 
should ease Tolins' Enancial 
burden and, one hopes, 
make it easier for him to 
write something else for the 
stage as quickly as possible. 

Like The Kentucky Cy- 
cle, Twilight Of The Golds 
had great success out of 
town, in this case at the 
Pasadena Playhouse in Cali- 
fornia. Broadway is littered 
with the ghosts of plays and 
musicals — does anyone re- 
member productions like 
Status Quo Vadis. Warp. 
Flahooley and Mail? — that 


were huge hits in the h/nrer-! 
lands, onlv to die in New! 
Yoto. ’ I 

Broadway toese days is! 
simply more inhospitable ro; 
serious theatre. Theatre-', 
goers, mostly an older audi-\ 
ence. don’t support drama\ 
as they did in the past, and 
most of them go to only one 
play a year. ; 

Thirty years ago. Frank 1 
D. Gilroy's The Subject- 
Was Roses, with no adv- 
ance and no stars, managed 
to End an audience. Last- 
November, the playwright, 
returned to Broadway with: 
Any Given Day. something 
of ’a prequel to the earlier 
family drama. Reaction was 
decidedly different. Re- 
news w'ere mixed ro nega- 
tive. and Any Given Day 
expired unnoficed after a 
few weeks. ; 

The flop of Any Given 
Day also damaged the cause, 
of the Broadway alliance, a. 
cost-cutting effort by pro J , 
ducers to lower production 
costs and ticket prices { 
Even wirh toe lowest top, 
ticket price on Broadways 
$35. Any Given Day didnj 
generate many sales. ; 

Then there's the one fall 
failure that didn't even 
make it to New York before 
it collapsed. Paper Moon, a 
$4 million musical version 
of the Ryan and Tatung 
O'Neal movie, suffered the 
ignominy of closing /asl 
October in Mill burn. New* 
Jersey. 60 minutes froni 
Times Square. The show ; 
which starred Gregory Har- 
rison. joins a long list of 
legendary productions like 
Breakfast At Tiffany's ‘ 
Mata Hari. Annie 2 and 
Miss Moffat that never had 
a Broadway opening night} 


s ■ 
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Stars move from Hollywood to voter education in dusty townships 


.« B y Susan Thomas 

Agence France Presse 


Sft'ABUSWA. South Afri- 
ca- — On screen Lethal 
Weapon" star Danny G/ov- 
et'- wiped out white South 
African baddies, but now 
he' is tackling the reality by 
talking passionately with 
black youngsters in this dus- 
ty', northern South African 
township about voting in 
the first non-rucia I election 
in. April. 

“ Black people fought 
hard to get the vote in the 
United States. So you too 
must vote on April 27." he 
tells them. 

\Muscle-bound security 
men. looking not unlike the 
South African hoods Clov- 
er 'and Mel Gibson blew 
a why in Lethal Weapon FI. 
are Tearing their hair out at 
the breakdown in security 
as the Hollywood artists 
stopped at a rundown shop- 


ping centre here this 
weekend to talk to the loc- 
als. 

"Our orders are fo make 
sure there are no interna- 
tional incidents. " says one. 
straining to catch a glimpse 
of his charges who have 
been mobbed by an eager 
throng. 

" What's going on. has 
someone died?" asks an 
. out-of-breath youth as . he 
joins the fray. " When a 
crowd gathers in South 
Africa it usually means 
someone has been killed." 

But he soon learns that iz 
is Clover and his colleagues 
— including LA Law's 
CCH Pounder. Delroy Lin- 
do. who starred in Spike 
Lee 's Malcolm X and Ange- 
la Basset, who played Tina 
Turner in What's Love Cot 
To Do With It. 

They were in South Afri- 
ca for a week to play a part 
in convincing people that 


the ballot is better than the 
bullet. ? 

"We are here to support 
tie voting effort, to say to 
people that the vote is 
e: sential and that it is some- 
thing that will have an im- 
portant impact on their 
lives.'" Glover told AFP. *7 
also want to learn and talk 
to people." 

Coming to South Africa 
is a dream come true for 
Glover, who has been in- 
volved in the fight to end 
apartheid for 25 years, a 
message he has tried to get 
through even in the mass- 
appeal Lethal Weapon 
movies. 

After his efforts to emi- 
grate to South Africa are 
stonewalled in Lethal 
Weapon II. he shouts at a 
poe-faced embassy official: 
"I want to join my oppres- 
sed brothers. / want to fight 
the facist regime. I want 
one man. one vote. I want 


to free South Africa, you 
dumb son of a bitch. “ 

Questioned about the 
scene. Glover laughs: "Yes. 
I'm just remembering that. 
I had a hand in it. The 
Lethal Weapon movies 
were entertainment, but we 
certainly managed to bring 
attention to the South Afri- 
can system in IF. 

‘ ‘(A NC Presiden t Nel- 
son) Mandela had not been 
released and apartheid laws 
were still in existence, so we 
were dealing with the had 
elements of South Africa. 

"But I'm sure now all 
South African people arc 
ready and determined to 
use their new democracy. " 

The action movie is not 
his only work involving 
South Africa. He's acted in 
five play's by South African 
anti-apartheid playwright 
Athol Fugard, played Man- 
dela in a TV series and 
recently played a township 


policeman in rhe film 
Bopha. 

He has also won critical 
acclaim for movies like the 
Colour Purple and in Places W* •: 
Of The Heart. 


"I became involved in 
movements surrounding the 
struggle in southern Alrican 
in rhe 60s. " Glover says. "I 
was very romantic and 
idealistic in a way. but I'm 
fortunate that my idealism 
hasn't turned to apathy." 

He says that he hopes to 
continue his involvement in 
South Africa after he re- 
turns home and during the 
run-up to non-rucial elec- 
tions next April 27. 

“I want to he the next 
part of the struggle, the 
vote. “ he says. “ This is just 
the beginning, it's some- 
thing that is evolutionary' 
and dynamic and there is 
much that will have to be 
done after the election." 






Danny Glower plays the tough- guy top in Predator 2 


Everyday story of country life puts the 6 Ambridge one * on map 


By Jill Serjeant 
Reuter 


LONDON — It used to he 
an everyday story of coun- 
try folk tending their farms 
and making jam for the 
Ambridge village fete. 

But Britain's longest run- 
ning soap opera. The 
Archers, has become a racy 
tale of seduction, armed 
robbery and test-tube 
babies so compelling that 
fiction is merging with fact. 

The latest plot has 
bounced off the airwaves of 
.the British Broadcasting 
Corporation's genteel 
Radio 4 and straight onto 
the pages of the nation's 
tabloid and quality news- 
papers. 

Like real-life victims of 
wrongful imprisonment 
sue h as the " Birmingham 
six' " who were jailed for 
Irish Republican , guerrilla 
bombings, a campaign has 


been launched to pardon 
"the Ambridge One" — 
otherwise known as pig far- 
mer's wife Susan Carter. 

Millions of Britons who 
had never heard of the fic- 
tional County of Bor. set- 
shire. have been plunged 
into a debate about the jus- 
tice of a six-month jail sent- 
ence imposed on the 
mother of two for helping 
•her robber brother hide 
from police. 

In a campaign that would 
do credit to village busy- 
body Lynda Snell, posters 
demanding Susan's release 
are going up around the 
country, letters have 
appeared in the Times and 
Archers fans have asked 
Home Secretary ( Interior 
Minister) Michael Howard 
to intervene. 

Only rhe characters of the 
43-year-old radio serial 
, seem oblivious to the furore 
raised by its 3. 75. million 


listeners who include such 
VIPs as the Queen Mother 
and prime minister's wife 
Norma Major. 

"This isn’t a case of real- 
ity fusing with fiction, it is u 
valid campaign. “ said Jenny 
Webb, who started the pro- 
test following the jailing of 
Susan Carter two days be- 
fore Christmas. 

"Archers fans want Susan 
released but they would 
also like to help other 
women in prison. " Ms. 
Webb said. 

The "Ambridge one" 
campaign has taken off be- 
cause it reflects public dis- 
may about recent decisions 
in which convicted multi- 
million pound fraudsters 
have walked free from 
courts while people unable 
to pay television licences 
have been jailed. 

ft also demonstrates how 
far The Archers has moved 
a way from its original brief 


of providing farming in- 
formation in an accessible 
form to Britons su ffering 
post-war rationing. 

Social issues like 
homelessness, alcoholism 
and sexual morality have 
broken into the quintessen- 
tially English rural world of 
warm beer, cricket on the 
village green and home- 
baked scones. 

The past 12 months have 
seen middle-class Elizabeth 
Archer undergoing an abor- 
tion and the graphic seduc- 
tion of teenager John 
Archer by single mum Shar- 
on. 

Amidst the occasional 
hour of sheep-dipping and 
silage making, thirtysome- 
thing Shula Hebden has 
been rushing from her 
home to hospital clutching 
sperm samples for a course 
of test-tube baby treatment. 

The robbery at the village 
shop heard one of the cast 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


tiROSS WORDS 
By Joel Davajan 




• ACROSS 

_ 1 Toward the left 

34 Stretched tne 

62 Tournament 

83 Ant opposite 

l 5*Je ot a ship 

neck 

advance without 

84 Castle defense 

.6 Truly 

37 Eastwood 

playing 

85 Cheriei and 

10 Th* three wise 

38 Em re — 

63 Alf or Michael 

Epnrcn 

• man 

39 Denver — 

64 Macaroni ana 

88 Commotions 

t4 Heavy cavalry 

42 Lubricated 

rawob 

87 Mullah's moolah 

* sword 

43 Drsgusdng 

65 Phonograph 

88 Bam mw 

19 Leu numnj 

45 Nanny or scape 

record 

89 Gypsy language 

20 Jai — 

end 

66 Acquiesced 

90 Volcanic rock 

ToucJiwJ grourc 

Boater and 

69 "Catzen Kane' 

93 Wrap 

22 ReityOus 

skimmer 

actor. Joaepn 

94 Spinal injury 

. sculpture 

47 Blessing 

70 Disagreement 

98 Offensive action 

23 Antagonistic 

49 French season 

72 Gershwin 

100 Hate 

25 M-rutured 

50 Tropical fruit 

73 Performed 

HJ2 Metnc measure 

27 Noses 

Si Sinai tun 

(UigenUy 

103 A Bancroft 

26 Acknowledge 

52 Arm pa my 

74 The sun 

104 Rouge el — 

30 Ampnuneatars 

56 Woman s garment 

75 Atten&orvgetter 

105 Middle ear bone 

3l Notman Mas use 

57. Flowed 

SSt Final notice 

76 Hockey score 

106 Medicates 

32 Negatively 

77 Swan genus 

107 — Off (enraged) 

i charged particle 

GO Removed water 

78 Combative 

108 Identical 

33 Rosebud, o g 

6i Church laws 

82 — ca lehre 

109 Swarms 

- DOWN j 

•i Totals 

17 Sra<ian spewer 

50 Winless horse 

79 Chanted 

2 Prudish 

t8 Mild evpietive 

52 Railed 

80 Anthracite 

3 R™e r ro Ihe Seine 

24 Ogden or 

S3 Ora pro — 

81 City on the Lone 

"4 Takes n easy 

White) aw 

54 Bottomless pi 

B2 Cnrmnaf 

5 Fished ham a 

26 Worm 

55 Family arete 

84 Some runners 

moving boa! 

29 Force 

member 

86 Comely 

E Chaplin 

32 In association 

56 Certain cab 

87 Street show 

7 Alack partner 

33 Indefmrte amount 

58 Certain 

68 Gem 

B Half a French 

3« Some salmon 

festival 

89 Task 

■ dance’ 

35 Mirmful 

60 Musical count 

90 Hairless 

6 Shakes peare'3 

36 Heated quarrel 

63 Ctfca 

9i Exchange 

queen ot lavyland 

37 Cmus and nimbus 

64 Cracker coveiar? 

premium 

10 Gigantic 

36 Memo 

65 Gherkin herb 

92 NCOS 

M Actor Delon 

39 Belkgerent 

67 Expunge 

93 —qua non 

12 Young sow 

40 Seemed 

68 VaBavs 

94 Capnoous 

13 Native oi suit 

at "Take — leave u 

69 Navel offs. 

idea 

14 km of seeds 

44 Cult 

70 Blockhead 

95 Conation surf. 

rs Was under me 

45 Uqukt measure 

71 TWangy 

96 Impure matter 

weather 

47 Lament 

74 Circus periomwr 

97 Dame Myra — 

>6 Has — fallen 

48 Some 

76 Petrol var 

99 Calender abbr 

. «frt) 

tournaments 

78 Craft 

101 Dressy scarf 



Lm Tnk'i Cryptograms 


1. la mathematic*, the digit sine aland* out a* our best magic number. 

2. Old baker create* roll that resemble* a rich cake. It become* roll model. 

3. Peccadilloes of politicians have provided oar newspaper* with fabulous 
tidbit*. 

4. What happening Is worse: Rapid ranting or vapid verse* 


Diagramless 19 x 19. By James Barrick 


■ ACROSS 

1 Once around the 
I track 

■I Franchot Of oW 

■ films 

6 Wander 
6 Cnimon 
9 Related by 
1 blood 


15 TWrtk about days 


gone by 
17 Move will 


JO Dry 

11 AtiBenons 

12 Kina of pisuce or 


■ license 
14 Ffeur-de- — 


17 Move with quick 
motions 

20 Diving birds 

21 Kind at ms«& 
23 Last 

26 Ledger books 
expert: abbr 
29 Visit 
XI Sculls 

33 Outer garment 

34 Not logetner 


35 Exclusively 
37 Allow others to 
use 

3S Tableland 
39 Rare — 

AQ Examine 

43 Emmet Or 
pismire 

44 Take a lour 
46 Gooey stuff 

<17 Webster or Beery 
46 Certain 
European 


50 Think highly ol 

54 Cut down 

55 Herons 

56 Cook a particular 
way 

57 Do in 

58 Gaelic 

59 — Aviv 

60 Examine 
carefully 

61 Baseball's 
Slaughter 

62 Sailor 


5 DOWN 

1 Resemble 

2 items for 

‘ black snvihs 

3 Hammer pans 

4 Lags behind 

6 Hayworth or 
l Coobdcje 

1 Long story 
$ Pack ot cards 
10 Spider's creation 

12 Jab 

13 Approves 


15 Hardy'S movte 
partner 

16 Ynurs and mme 

17 Court order 

18 Egg layer 

19 worldwide gp 

21 Brag 

22 Gumbo ingredient 

24 something that 
snares 

25 Rainer ot TV 

26 Dewe 


27 Reduce 
26 Mimicking one 

29 Tibetan monk 

30 Ready for 
business 

31 American Indian 
33A pronoun 

36 54 

37 Revue part 
39 SmeO — 

41 Former secret 
org 


42 Sunlight cheer 

44 The best 

45 Tries to find 
47 Pecan, a.g. 

49 Candy 

50 for fear that 

51 Eye amorously 

52 Spoken 

53 Fundamental 

54 Parking lot lor 
yachts 

56 Harass 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. J H-L JPCYJVDJEBYC KASCJSTJV JSTi YEI 
L'AHESB TP MI UM ICPVCESB P SJD KPVJJV 
— LEBVCESB PQQEBPCAVI ES LQAVETP. 

— By Earl Ireland 

2. SMART SMSHMER' SMMGOAL DUE DIA TAK 

LTSMR QUICK HM QTCCMK “QMEMHETC 
QMC.MHETGOU A." —By Ed Huddfeson 

3. X Y Z OXYWWIC SQICYZSC’O Q1Z XYZ AO 
TABBIE YZ X YZOTABBO KIYBZK CIOSCZ 
AW XYZYOZCSQKAX YXXAE1WZ, 

— By Deane H. McGogy 

4. Y S VETSVSH LAffSOVMAN L Y E V HA HU V 
EAHVM LAffSH HA NVOH UTO LVOV. 

— By Eugene T. Meieeke 


CfUT.TdM Mf.UMtLI 

ramii iirjfrvi jiinr-jrfflri 
ricrnmcS-j enfi-wt anfiTniun 

| LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 

■ hw.ISh ncron 

nmjnan ann ' 

otih urtn orto unr-inn 

Hi-k.hii.Ki nnn nrotnn wiorc 
inn gnrw twig hi 1 rk.t 
rwnnHaoTtn renin Qronirraii 
rainn fiqn Tiohn “nnn 

mrmrtf] nnr.ii* 
mm .Tiiintw nnon 

rtncmrei isnisraun 

nnnrtci i.mtin 

rjwrrSn onuntiH 
■ n«#t Ri.uiHH fionn 
nrarifi Rnrtnfi Munit 

nfiuiQriuHiTHTni-fpuranH rjgn 
nngp rotrSei ruct mcn-i 
nnsgonn nartn oirnrrCTnnn 
cnpfljt frog nrii*n rjr.mHr.iMH 
finwj rmrirm arm urtnnnr.i 
awm wo wcira min 
main ttnn onnnnn 

rynnnifninj r-*wmo Ruimnr/m 
qrytrarwi ftrmon rmnmafifi 
fJfVttrtLI PtfJOWJ (.lOllMH 

(infill niKonh guri/n 

■ fj»oq. .Tifinnb nnnn 

H TTunjnn nni/niHu 

Hymn rdto’io 

itiTiHO Hnnnfl 

Hill nmrui aninn 

EH uni in 


utter the word "bloody" to 
give The Archers its first 
ever swear word. And 
rumour has it that Jenn- 
Puul. the French chef at the 
village hotel, is soon to 
come out as a homosexual. 

Editor Vanessa Whit- 
burn. a former television 
soap opera producer, is cre- 
dited for introducing the 
new spirit of rural realism. 

" Certainly the plots have 
been bumped up and given 
u tougher edge but today's 
generation of listeners en- 
joys tougher story lines." 
Ms. Whitburn said. 

Many listeners have 
grown up with their ears 


tuned to the five times a 
week radio soap which has 
become such a national in- 
stitution that some of the 
cast have formed a fan club. 

Membership of " Archers 
Addicts" has boomed since 
the Susan Carter storyline 
with some 1 .500 new people 
signing up in December. 
bringing membership to 
around 1 1.000 in four years. 

Fans come from as far 
afield as France. Germany. 
Hong Kong, the Falkland 
Islands. Australia and 
Japan as well as Britain. 

"Initially they may have 
started listening ro improve 
their English and then they 


get hooked on it. " said fan 
club spokeswoman Joy 
Tonkins. 

"For every six letters we 
get that don V like the plots 
'there are another six that 
say it is wonderful to have 
brought the show up to 
date. " she said. 

Archers Addicts can put 
faces to the familiar names 
and voices by visiting the 
radio recording studios and 
dancing with the characters 
at publicity functions such 
as village fetes. 

Last year six of the cast 
embarked on a three month 
tour with .i play culled Mur- 
der At Ambridge Hall and 


entertained holidaymakers 
on ships and hotels in Scan- 
dinavia and Spain. 

ir "s rhe kind of fame and 
fortune that Susan Carter, a 
simple counfrv /ass-, could 
only c/ream of. 

"Susan couldn't begin to 
understand the furore sur- 
rounding her case but 1 
think it is great, "said Char- 
lotte Martin, the actress 
who plays her. 

"Women like Susan real- 
ly are being sent fo jail and 
separated from their , chib 
dren. If we can highlight 
that fact as well as provide 
good drama, it is all to the 
good. " 


Despite achievements, Attenborough 


■ ■ . ■ tr ;v.< :-w.*v « I' t#'OI 

By BobvTbomas . 

The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — He had 
a long career as one of 
England’s best actors. He 
has earned knighthood 
from the queen and 
Academy Awards for 
directing and producing 
Gandhi. For all this. 
Richard Attenborough may 
be most remembered as the 
builder of Jurassic Park. 

This bothers Sir Richard 
not a whit. After 50 years at 
his trade, he knows the 
value of starring in what is 
likely to be the most suc- 
cessful movie of all time. 

" Probably in that one 
movie, more people have 
seen what I've done than in 
all the other films put 
together. ” he mused during 
a visit here for the opening 
of his latest film as a direc- 
tor, Shadowlands. He 
added with a chuckle: "I've 
done one or two things that 
were better than that. Not 
much, though." 

Attenborough almost 
didn't play the pivotal role 
of John Hammond, the ty- 
coon who replicates dino- 
saurs for an island attrac- 
tion. Steven Spielberg pre- 
viously had asked him to 
appear in two of his films, 
but Attenborough was un- . 
able to do so. 

Spielberg made his plea: 
“J can ’t sec my way to cast 
anyone in Jurassic Park un- 
til John Hammond is cast. 
It's the leading part, and I 
can 'r see anyone else play- 
ing it but you." Spielberg 
even offered to adjust his 
schedule to Attenborough’s 
work on final assembly of 
Chaplin. 

Attenborough admitted 
he succumbed ro the flat- 
tery — and immediately re- 
gretted it. 

V hadn’t acted in 14 
years." he said. “ It's much 
easier ro be a director than 
an actor. If you're an actor, 
you’ve gof to get it right. 
Who’s to say whether you 
got it right as a director? I 
thought to myself, all those 
lines to remember. 

“ Infuriatingly , they were 
ahead of schedule. 1 had ' 
been promised / would have - 
a dav to recover when I 


arrived (in Kauii). When I 
got off the plane, they said , 

* great news we're ahead of 
schedule. We need you 
tomorrow I said, ‘great 
news for you, not for me. 

Always the perfectionist , 
he remarked that he wished 
he could do some of his 
scenes over again. But he 
had high praise for Spiel- 
berg. 

“ He’s marvellous, bril- 
liant. I don’t understand, 
and there's no use denying 
it. a certain jealousy as far 
as he's concerned, or a cer- 
tain lack of warmth towards 
him in certain areas of Los 
Angeles. For he’s a 
genius. ” 

Richard Samuel Atten- 
borough was born 70 years 
ago in Cambridge, where 
his father was a college 
president. He won a scho- 
larship to the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art 
and soon was appearing in 
West End plays. An agent 
took him to Noel Coward, 
who was seeking fresh faces 
for his, film tribute to the 
navy. In Which We Serve. 

His budding film career 
was interrupted by the air 
force, and Attenborough 
ended up photographing 
bombing missions over Ger- 
many. "Thar’s when I got to 
know all about cameras." 
he remarked. 

After the war, Attenbor- 
ough's acting career 
flourished, both in British 
films (Brighton Rock. 
Dunkirk) and American 
(The Great Escape. The 
Sand Pebbles). By the mid- 
1960s, the acting life had 
paled. 

*7 was blessed or cursed 
or whatever with this ridicu- 
lous sort of cherubic face, " 
he said. *7 played the 
quivering psychopath on 
the lower decks of Her 
Majesty’s Navy or some- 
thing similar. / was type- 
cast. and / got fed up with 
it. I thought when this dis- 
appears. I'd have nothing to 
survive on. So I went into 
production. ” 

Attenborough began pro- 
ducing films with Bryan 
Forbes and turned to direct- 
ing with Oh What A Lovely 
War. His 20-ycar effort to 
make a film biography of 
Gandhi paid off in I9S2 



Richard 

Attenborough 


with eight Academy 
Awards, including Best Pic- 
ture and Director. He has 
also directed A Bridge Too 
Far. Young Winston . Cry 
Freedom and Chaplin. 

When asked to analyse 
why Chaplin failed at the 
box office, he replied, *7 
don't know quite why. I do 
think Chaplin is totally out 
of fashion. And i rh/nfc we 
didn't make as good a film 
as we ought to have made. ” 

He added that his con- 
tract gave him final cut — 
provided it was no more 
than 135 minutes. He was 
forced to eliminate 12 mi- 
nutes, and he feels that hurt 
the picture. 

The director has bounced 
back with Shadowlands 
A tten borough described 
the contrast in styles of 
Anthony Hopkins and De- 
bra Winger, the stars of the 
movie. 

"Tony in large measure 


confines himself in prepara- 
tion and study.... He’ll read 
the script 100-150 times so 
that he is so certain in his 
mind that he never has to 
think of a line. The script is 
back here in his head. Im- 
movable. Solid. 

“ Debra is the opposite. 
She probably knows more 
about Joy Gresham (her 
character) than anyone 
alive. ...All that, rather like 
Tony's lines , is lodged in 
the back of her head. They 
arrive by different ways. 
Debra likes rehearsing , 
Tony doesn't like rehears- 
ing. " 

Attenborough remem- 
bers Hopkins from the time 
he arrived on the London 
scene, a bright young actor 
from the same Welsh village 
as Richard Burton. Always 
in Burton’s shadow and 
never reaching his poten- 
tial, Hopkins had a certain 
rage. Attenborough be- 
lieves, "and that was taken 
over by liquor." 

After a long period of 
floundering, Hopkins con- 
quered his drinking and 
poured his rage into roles 
such as his Oscar winner in 
The Silence of the Lambs. 

"I have the theory that all 
great movie stars could 
blow the screen asunder if 
they chose, whether they’re 
as dynamic as Edward G. 
Robinson or James Cagney 
or Paul Muni or Robert De 
Niro, or as gentle as 
Spencer Tracy or Jimmy 
Stewart Attenborough 
said. “You feel that Tony 
has that." 
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CROSS FIT 


ACROSS: 

I. Hum Refry 4 xv ; , d 


DOWS: 

1 Hew 2. Mad 


Ihc word reading down is AMBLH ANCF 
and the six- fetter word is CABMEN. 
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)g Compromise 
elusive 


(Costfawd from page 1) 

5se. 

Isracli radio reported that no 
progress was made Wednes- 
day. 'Ihope it will be possible 
to come closer in Davos, but I 
am nor : sure that this meeting 
will be the last before an agree- 
ment," Mr. Beilin told the 
radio.- , 

An Israeli negotiator, speak- 
ing to AFP on condition he was 
not named, charged that the 
Palestinians were jumping the 
gun by insisting on symbols of 
statehood when the Sept. 13 
accord only granted limited in- 
terim autonomy. 

The tone of the pessimism 
was shared by the Palestinian 
side. “There are big problems 
to be Settled and 1 am not sure 
that it can be done” in Davos, 
said Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli 
Arab- adviser to Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. -Arafat and Mr. Peres 
met last Saturday at the funeral 
in Oslo of former Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Johan 
Joergen Holst, who brokered 
the self-rule deal, but they 
failed to make a breakthrough. 

Under the autonomy deal 
for the Gaza City and the West 
Bank region of Jericho, an 
Israeli withdrawal was to have 
started on Dec. 13, ending on 
April 13. 

“In accordance to the best 
possible rime-table, we will not 
complete the implementation 
of the agreement that has not 
yet been reached about Gaza- 
Jericho first before mid- 
April,” Mr. Rabin told jour- 
nalists in Strasbourg. 

“Israel will be forthcoming 
in its quest for peace, but it will 
not compromise on its secur- 
ity," he said, referring to his 
.country's insistence on having 
the final say in controlling the 
borders with Jordan and 
Egypt* 

“It must be m accordance 
with the target dates," he said. 
“There is no sacred date -but 
there are vital goals." 

Mr. Peres sought Wednes- 
day to dampen expectations 
that the Davos meeting 
would break the deadlock. 

But Mr. Peres was optimistic 
the two sides would eventually 
settle differences over security 
and the scope of an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

“I am sure we shall try very 
seriously and very hard to 
reach a settlement but there' 
are no guarantees.*' Mr. Peres 
told Reuters in a television 
interview. 

Mr. Peres helped fuel spe- 
culation of a breakthrough on 
Sunday by saying that Israel 
and the PLO were fairly close 
to overcoming the differences. 

But he tried to hose down 
the fires of enthusiasm in the 
Israeli media on Wednesday. 

“I would not put all my 
fortunes in one weekend,” Mr. 
Peres said. “I do not believe it 
can be achieved in one jump. 
Even die Oslo agreement took 
eight months,” he added. 
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Hamas claims 
attacks 

(Continued from page 1) 

strained a ceasefire between 
the two in force since the PLO 
and Israel signed a peace 
agreement last September. 

The witnesses said Fateh 
Hawks who discovered that 
seven of their group had been 
arrested overnight inarched 
! through the streets of Khan 
1 Younis, firing shots in the air 
\ M and declaring a three-day 
$- strike in the town of over 
1 100,000 people. 

Another 10 Fateh activists 
were arrested in the Sheikh 
Radwan district of Gaza City 
overnight. A total of 49 Fateh 
supporters have now been 
arrested in the Gaza Strip since 
Sunday night, and 22 released 
after interrogation. 

The witnesses said at one 
stage the Hawks and Israeli 
troops m Khan Younis stood 
near each other shooting in the 
air. A Fateh Hawk threw a 
petrol bomb at an army jeep 
but a crowd of teenagers then 
threw stones at the soldiers and 
the Hawks dispersed without 
further confrontation. 

The Hawks smashed the 
windows of shops which did 
not obey their strike order 
quickly enough and sprayed a 
slogan on a mosque wall de- 
claring they would resume 
armed operations against the 
Israeli army. 

Israeli troops and armed 
PLO activists have been locked 
in an incresingly uneasy stan- 
doff in the Gaza Strip even as 
peacemakers try to hammer 
out a planned troop withdraw- 
al. 

Leaders from both sides say 
their September peace deal 
****1 stands although each side 
i Jtses the other of stretching 
^ it to breaking point. 
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Who’s afraid of Naomi Wolf ? 


Fire with Fire ? r . th . e * nt0 which Catherine MacKinnon and 

feminism sank. The problem. Andrea Dworkin. it took a 
d, # Msftfwi M Naomi Wo,f Points out. turn which the OED missed. 

D ^ oy rraoml WQir started with the movement's The sexes were no longer 

Kanaom HQUS6, 373 p3Q£S hostility to criticism. Fearing equal: women were morally 
ChattO and Windus, $21 attack, feminists declared that superior but physically weaker. 

group loyalty was more impor- This “victim feminism”, all the 


The Morning After 

By Katie Roiphe 
Little Brown, 180 pages 
Hamish Hamilton, $19,95 

YOU CAN stop simpering, 
girls: feminism is fashionable 
again. Self-assertive state- 
ments no longer have to be 
prefaced by “I’m not a femin- 
ist. but...” Two new, post- 
backlash American women 
writers, splattered across the 
covers of glossy magazines on 
both sides of the Atlantic, have 
made the F-word more accept- 
able again. 

It seems odd that an idea 
defined by the Oxford English 
Dictionary (OED) as “advoca- 
cy of women's rights on 
grounds of equality of the 
sexes" should have fallen into 
such disrepute that, according 
to a poll conducted in 1992 in 
Britain by Cosmopolitan 
magazine, only 38 per cent of 
women called themselves 
feminists. Such a decline has 
brought comfort to the mon- 
strous regiment of men who. 
consciously or unconsciously, 
feared thar feminism would 
succeed in depriving them of 
even more of their privileges 
than it already had done. 

But men were not to blame 


lant than intellectual freedom. 
Maintaining consensus took 
priority over constructive de- 
bate. Feminists prepared to 
engage in debate with people 
who disagreed with them 
found themselves shunned by 
their friends. Ms. Wolf quotes 
a lesbian journalist describing 
the method of discussion at a 
women's group: “It was sort of 
fun to cram dogma down the 
throats of women less political- 
ly advanced.” 


This “victim feminism”, all the 
rage when Katie Roiphe ar- 
rived at Harvard in 1986, is the 
centre of her book, which is 
causing as much stir as Ms. 
WolFs. The victim feminists 
whom Ms. Roiphe so much 
despises maintain that women 
tend towards caring, sharing 
and the whole gamut of nurtur- 
ing qualities, while men are 
mean, muscular and sexually 
rapacious. 

Victim feminism has man- 


BOOK REVIEW 


So the doubters walked 
away. Left in the care of those 
who would brook no contradic- 
tion, feminism became more 
extreme. The media hyped its 
oddities, for it is always more 
amusing to interview a castra- 
ter than a woman who believes 
that the government should 
finance more child-care for 
working mothers. And while 
everybody else moved on. 
feminism got stuck in the 
1960s, with a world view in 
which collectivism was compul- 
sory and capitalism rotten. 

Beginning in the 1970s, with 


the help of such writers as 
ifested itself in the date-rape 
scare. Ms. Roiphe maintains 
that leftist feminists have in- 
flated the danger of rape, and 
by exaggerating the risks of 
being a young woman are turn- 
ing college students into hys- 
terical prudes. She quotes a 
campus pamphlet which 
orders: “Be on your guard with 
every man.” And a similar 
guide which says: “Never join 
in any rude plays, that will 
subject you to being kissed or 
handled in any way by gentle- 
men." The latter one was pub- 
lished in 1857. Victim femin- 


British Embassy 
Annual Notice To All 
British Nationals Living In Jordan 

Have you registered with the British Embassy. If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy; Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1993, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/or telephone number. Such confirma- 
tiom i’s in the’ interests of all British nationals in Jordan, 
if names are not re-registered within three months the 
Embassy will be obliged to consider that those concerned 
have left the country. The names will accordingly be deleted 
from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which does not' 
have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about registration formali- 
ties. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, 
near the Orthodox Club, Telephone S23100. 

The Post Office Box Number is 87. 

The Consular Section is open from Sunday until 
Thursday 08:30-12:00 hours. 


HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED IN BRITAIN? 



The British Council and the British Embassy in Amman would like to 
renew their. contact with all graduates of British universities. 

If you would like to keep . in touch with us, please phone (Mrs Marina 
Marji) on 636147/8, or send the following details to us at 

The British Council 
P O Box 634 ■ 

Amman 11118 
Fax 656413 


Name: 

Current .Occupation: — — — 

Postal address:- — — - — 

Telephone / Fax numbers: 

Where did you study in Britain? 

What subject did you study? 

When did you graduate M — ii » t— 

Did you receive a scholarship? 

If yes, from whom- 


Thank you and we look forward to hearing from you ! 



Naomi Wolf 

ism, rftus, harks back to an era 
of female impotence, and in so 
doing undermines the achieve- 
ments of the feminists of the 
previous several centuries. 

“Fire with Fire" takes the 
argument beyond description 
of what has gone wrong to 
prescription for rhe future. Ms. 
Wolf wants women to realise 
their potential power. Women, 
she points out, make up more 
than half of the American 
population, and since they do 
most of the shopping they have 
economic power too. Yet they 
get worse jobs than men, get 
paid less for the same work and 
are handicapped by the lack of 
subsidised child-care. 

“Power feminism" is what 
Ms. Wolf advocates: women 
must assert themselves politi- 
cally to get what they want. 
And since ail women do not 
have the same agenda — black 


women, poor women and rich 
women probably have more in 
common with black men. poor 
men and rich men than they do 
with one another — she wants 
an end to compulsory’ consen- 
sus. Feminism should be able 
to fragment without regret, 
into groups of women who 
have their sex and much else in 
common. 

That is fine for the women 
who will partake in Ms. Wolfs 
vision — “power groups” of 
padded-shouldered, network- 
ing women, slipping each other 
contacts and contracts as men 
have done for so long. But it 
does not answer the task that 
Ms. Wolf initially sets herself 
— of finding a way for women 
to realise their potential pow- 
er. Those women who join her 
groups must be powerful 
already; and they sure as hell 
are not going to vote to pay 


Katie Roiphe 

more taxes so that the power- 
less ones stuck at home can get 
some child-care to get some 
work to get some power. 

But if Ms. Wolfs prescrip- 
tion is dodgy and the analysis 
in these two books sensible but 
not startling, what is all the 
fuss about? The natural urge of 
all magazine editors to fill their 
pages with academically- 


respecrab/e stuff abour sex. 
probably: the novel idea of 
feminists who wear make-up. 
the loopiness of the move- 
ment's old leaders, in whose 
light moderates seem as pre- 
cious as rubies. And, no doubt, 
the relief felt by both sexes on 
being told that you can have 
feminism as well as a cuddle — 
Economist. 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 667171 


Hotel Intercontinental Jordan honor 
tourism sector 

On Monday. Jan. 24. 1994. and under the patronage of 
His Excellency Ghassan A1 Mufleh. under secretary at 
the Ministry of Tourism. Mr. Chawki Ayoub. general 
manager of Hotel InterContinental Jordan hosted a 
cocktail reception at the hotel's Grand Ballroom. The 
reception was held in honour of the international 
airlines representatives and the travel agents. The 
participants were presented with certificates of appre- 
ciation for their role in promoting travel and tourism in 
Jordan and Hotel Intercontinental Jordan in specific. 
Mr. Ayoub said that this honourarv reception came as a 
part of the Hotel Inter.Continental Jordan's continuous 
efforts to promote the tourism sector in the Kingdom. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 
The 13th Meeting of the Executive Board 

of the 

Arab Academy of Music ( The Arab League ) 




Tickets from: 

The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel.: 661026 

AJ Hussein Sports City, Palace of Culture, Tel.: 688151 

Azizieh Bookshop, Tel.: 625164 

Tuttafamilia, Tel.: 681570 

University Bookshop - Alwaibdeh, Tel.: 636339 

Pizza Hut - Mecca St., Tel.: 821938 

Safeway, Tel.: 685311 

Babiche, Tel.: 661322 

Rihani & Sons Company - 1st Circle, Tel.: 624950 

Romero Rest, Tel.: 644227 

Philadelphia Hotel, Tel.: 607100 

Parole Restaurant, Tel.: 824667 

Turino Club Restaurant, Tel.: 816690 

The National Music Conservatory, Tel.: 687620 





ROVMJORDANtAN wfw 


Freddy For Music 
■KmCmIm. vS— 9 ^'Uf 


T. Gargaur 4 Ffls Co. 





conomy 


— tups. iminsPAVJHimr. 




of ten top stock 
arkets in ’93 were in 
leveloping countries 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
1993 # the best place for inves- 
tors to make money was not in 
the festablished stock markets 
of the United States, Europe 
os- Japan but in the new mar- 
kets of developing countries. 

Poland's three-year-old mar- 
ket topped the ranking re- 
leased Tuesday by the Interna- 
tional Finance Corporation 
(IFC), a unit of the World 
Bank, with an increase over 
the year of 717 per cent. 

Atr investor who put $100 
into an index of the 22 listed 
Polish stocks on Jan. 1, 1993, 
would have had $817 at the end 
of the year. The same $100 
invested in the U.S. Standard 
and Poors 500 stock index 
would have increased to $108. 
Invested in Japan's Nikkei 
average, it would have grown 
to $115. 

Following Poland at the top 
of the best-performing market 
list were Turkey, with a 211 
per cent gain, the Philippines 
with' 152 per cent and Indone- 
sia. 112 per cent. 

Other emerging country 


stock markets in the top 10 
were Malaysia and Thailand 
with 107 per cent growth, Zim- 
babwe, 102 per cent and Pakis- 
tan 94 per cent. 

'The idea that emerging 
markets are tulip mania or 
bubbles is wrong," said Daiel 
Adams, IFC vice president for 
capital markets, at a news con- 
ference. 

He declined to make predic- 
tions of particular markets ex- 
pected to reward investors in 
1994 but said overall the 25 
emerging country markets 
which permit foreign invest- 
ment and are tracked by IFC 
should do well. 

“There’s lots of room to 
go,'* he said, citing rapid 
growth in the economies of the 
countries and in profits of their 
companies. 

He also pointed to privatisa- 
tion of state enterprises and 
liberalisation of trade, finan- 
cial services and foreign invest- 
ment as conducive to con- 
tinuing growth. 

Of developed country mar- 
kets, only Hong Kong with 109 


per cent growth and Luxem- 
bourg with 98 per cent growth 
made the IFCs top ten list. 

Mr. Adams said he expected 
that foreign investment would 
continue in the developing 
country stock markets in 1994 
and that there was no danger 
of “too many dollars chasing 
too few stocks.” 

He said that foreign own- 
ership of shares in the 25 
emerging country markets 
amounted to only four per cent 
of the total value of the mar- 
kets, and the highest in any 
individual market is about six 
per cent. 

“The growth in these mar- 
kets is not sustained by foreign 
flows but by domestic inves- 
tors," he said. 

Mr. Adams said, however, 
that foreign investment has im- 
proved the performance of the 
developing country markets in 
reporting correct information. 

“There has been a revolu- 
tionary increase in the in- 
formation available to interna- 
tional investors." he said. 


The Embassy Of Italy 
Announces 



The opening of the Italian Language Classes In the 
new "Centro Ldbugnlstlco ItaZiano" 
Premises in Shemeisaxd . 

Courses all levels 


iSatnrdsy , Monday , Wednesday 1st coarse 4-6 p.m. 
( Ramadan period 2,30 - 4 p.m. ) 

2nd coarse 6 - 8 p.m. 

Starting day : 2nd of February 94 
-Sunday . Tuesday , Thursday 1st coarse 4-6 pm. 

' ( Ramadan period 2,30 - 4 p.m. } 

r ; 2nd course 6-8 pm. 

* ; . Starting day : 1st of February 94 

* ' Students per class minimum 10 15 

" 'Teachers native speakers - Communicative Approach 
•• ' Fees: 65 JD - 2 months and a half 

Entry Questionnaire - Final Test - Final Certification 
: Registration up to the 31 of January '94 at 

s r- The Italian Embassy ( Cultural Department ) 

Tel. 63835" 

OR 

The GLX - Shmeisani Tel. 669348 

V :vr Italian Classes for special purposes on request 

■ 
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World 

trade 

grew 

3% in ’93 

GENEVA (R) — World trade 
expanded by less than three 
per cent last year, far less than 
the projected 4.5 per cent, 
economists at the GATT trade 
body said Wednesday. 

But recent signs of recovery 
in major west European eco- 
nomies. coupled with the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the Uru- 
guay Round, give "grounds for 
optimism" for a' recovery in 
1994. the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
said. 

The figures general prog- 
nosis by staff economists were 
con tain ed in a speech to 
GATTs 115 contracting par- 
ties (member states), delivered 
by Indian Trade Ambassador 
Balkrishan zutshi. 

Mr. Zutshi. .a respected 
negotiator who often speaks on 
behalf of development coun- 
tries, serves as chairman of the 
annual session. 

In volume terms, world 
trade grew by less than three 
per cent in 1993. down from 
four per cent in the previous 
year, according to GATT eco- 
nomists. 

The G ATI's previous esti- 
mate for 1993. released last 
March by the then director- 
general Arthur Dunkel. fore- 
cast trade growth of 4.5 per 
cent last year. 

World output growth was up 
slightly last year to just above 
two per cent, according to the 
latest GATT figures. 


Census Bureau: U.S. households 
poorer by nearly $5,000 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Hard times and sagging real 
estate values pulled down the 
net growth of American house- 
holds by 12 per cent — that's 
nearly $5,000 apiece — be- 
tween 1988 and 1991. the gov- 
ernment said Tuesday. 

The Census Bureau report 
also showed that in every 
category of investment — real 
estate, retirement and savings 
accounts — white families in 
America own much more than 
black and Hispanic families. 

The years covered by the 
report inculded an eight-month 
economic recession that cost 
more than one million workers 
their jobs. 

Falling real estate values 
caused much of the $4,849 
decline in median net worth 
after accounting for inflation. 
Rising prices of slocks, cars 


and trucks, and retirement 
accounts helped offset losses. 

Real estate was America's 
investment of choice. Fifty- 
four per cent of the average 
household's wealth was in a 
home, rental property or other 
real-estate holdings. 

Savings account and other 
interest-earning accounts were 
the second biggest investment: 
14 per cent. 

ITie boom years of the 1980s 
did little to lift Americans' net 
worth. Households' median 
net worth in 1988, $41,472. was 
little changed from the $42,934 
recorded in 1984. Both figures 
were adjusred for inflation. 

Median means that half the 
households and net worth — 
assets minus liabilities — of 
more than $41,472 and half 
had less. 

Between 1988 and 1991. the 
net worth of the median white 


household plummeted $5,796 
while the net worth of black 
and Hispanic households 
changed little. 

Even so, the nation's largest 
racial group remains a conti 
nent of plenty in a sea of want, 

The median white household 
was worth $44,408. The me 
dian black household was- 
worth abbut a tenth of that 
$4,604. 

Blacks' homes were worth 
less than two-thirds of whites' 
their retirement accounts were 
worth only a third of whites' 
their savings in interest 
earning accounts were worth 
one-fpurth of whites'. 

Hispanic households had 
median net worth of $5,345. 
Hispa nics are a cultural group 
and can be of any race. Their 
investment pattern was similar 
to that of black Americans. 


Pyramid 

collapse 

BUCHAREST (R) — Dozens 
of shadowy pyramid invest- 
ment funds, once a goldmine 
for millions of savers, are col- 
lapsing like dominoes across 
Romania, landing their owners 
in jail and leaving helpless de- 
positors howling with anger. 

In the latest of a chain of 
pyramid fund scandals, police 
said Wednesday they arrested 
the owner of the Philadelphia 
pyramid fund in the oil town of 
pitesti. west of Bucharest, on 
charges of "Fraud, embezzle- 
ment and fraudulent bankrupt- 
cy." 

“loan Negnita. the boss of 
the Philadelphia firm, is under 
arrest. His file is with the 
proseutors already." Pitesti 
police spokesman Captain 
Eduard Ardeleanu told Reu- 
ters. No trial date has been set. 

Captain Ardeleanu said 

250.000 citizens had deposited 
sums ranging from 12.000 to 

60.000 lei ($8 to $41) with 
Philadelphia. 

Last week, angered by a 
slowdown in pay-outs, 
thousands of Pitesti citizens 
marched to Philadelphia's 
offices and threatened to burn 
them down. 

They threatened to attack 
the city's mayor, police station 
and banks, and molested a 
man suspected of working for 
Mr. Negruta. 

It is yet another blow in a 
sequence of events which have 
discredited the pyramid com- 
panies that mushroomed in 
1993. feeding on people's 
hopes of gening rich quickly 
and easily. 

Many such schemes have 
collapsed in the past month. 
Signs such as “owner away" or 
“closed for repairs" are often 
the ruse used by the prop- 
rietors to cover their vanishing 
acts. 

Large amounts of cash were 
mysteriously stolen last 
weekend from the office of the 
Cant as Pyramid Company in 


Investment funds 
accross Romania 


the city of Cluj, in the Trans- 
ylvania region, the company 
which blazed the trail in the 
money-spinning craze. 

Caritas sucked In the equiva- 
lent of SI billion from four 
million Romanians in its hey- 
day. 

The scheme initially paid 
savers a return of eight times 
their deposits after three 
months, an irresistible payback 
for Romainians with average 
monthly wages worth $50, in- 
flation of 300 per cent a year 
and interest rates lagging far 
behind. 

People splurged their gains 
on expensive new possessions 
such as fashionable foreign 
cars. But (he tap has run dry. 

The owner of Caritas. Ion 
Stoica. has been lying low 
under threat of attacks by 
angry investors wh o have not 
received a pay-back on their 
deposits, which they now fear 
losing. 

“We have 30 of these com- 
panies in Pitesti. Another four 
apart from Philadelphia are 
under attack from their deposi- 
tors because they are delaying 


pay-outs," Captain Ardeleanu 
said. 

“Thel rest opened only re- 
cently. and they have not yet 
reached the point of paying 
out. But anyway the number of 
depositors at all the firms is 
tapering off. because of the 
scandal at Philadelphia." 

A report now tirh the public 
prosecutor says one million 
Romanians have filed com- 
plaints to police about pyramid 
schemes, the daily Eve- 
nimentul Zilei newspaper re- 
ported. 

The total losses expressed in 
these complaints add up to 9.8 
billion lei ($6.7 million). The 
aggrieved depositors included 
at least one state-owned bank. 

Police in the Black Sea port 
of Constanta said last week 
they launched a crackdown on 
a network of pyramid schemes 
after savers there made a run 
on money-spinners' offices and 
operatois vanished with their 
deposits. 

Constanta police arrested 
one operator and began a man- 
hunt for another who made off 
with savings of 300,000 people. 


Ivory Coast signs letter 
of intent with IMF 


ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory Coast 
signed a letter of intent with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Tuesday paving 
the way for fresh funds to 
accompany devaluation of the 
CFA franc. 

Prime Minister Daniel Kab- 
lan Duncan said Ivory Coast 
was the first of the CFA zone 
countries to sign an accord 
following the 50 per cent de- 
valuation of the currency on 
Jan. 12. 

The new structural adjust- 
ment facility is worth $470 mil- 
lion over three years. 

“The programme that has 
just been agreed for three 


years forms a coherent econo- 
mic framework, reconciling 
what is desirable and what is 
possible, retaining acceptable 
financial constraints, promot- 
ing targeted development, 
committed to reducing social 
imbalances.'* Mr. Duncan 
said. 

The IMF froze Ivory Coast's 
credits in June 1992 after a 
visiting mission decided the 
government was not meeting 
agreed criteria. . 

The accord opens the way 
for fresh cash from internation- 
al institutions and for negotia- 
tions on Ivory Coast's $20 bil- 
lion foreign debt. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“The woman who sold me this 
toupee says L look as cute as 
one of those Troll dolls!" 
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Unscramble ihese (our Jumbles, 
tape letter to each square, to form 
jour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mike Argktofi 

This one s used byall the 
fofcs m the big town 
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WHAT THE RURAL 
VISITOR FOUNP 
IN THE URPAN 
• 5 -TOR e. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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, (Answers tomorrow! 

JumWas: TANGY ELATE ' BECALM LEEWAY 

Answer. Whal ihe 'Auslralian w Je her tardy 

husband — HER LATE MATE 


Peanuts 


ONE OF TUE GREAT 
JOYS IN LIFE 15 
5 LIPINS ON AN 

ICY sipewalk.. 
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Yeltsin almost doubles 
civil servants’ pay 


MOSCOW (R) - 
President Boris Yeltsin has vir- 
tually doubled the wages of 
hundreds of thousands of civil 
servants. ITAR-TASS new 
agenev said Tuesday- TASS 
rave no reason for the nse and 
did not say how much it would 


cost the government, which is 
expected to raise spending 
sharply in 1994 through cheap 
loans to farmers and ailing 
state industries. Mr. Yeltsin- 
said in a decree- that wages 
would rise by 90 per cent. 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 27, 1994 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Full Moon in Leo opposes 
both the Sun and Venus and 
squares Jupiter creating an in- 
ability to express emotions and 
affections. People become 
moody and overly sensitive. 
There are materia! and domestic 
difficulties. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
Your greatest benefits und 
advancement can come now 
through dealing with realty 
powerful and influential people 
in the business world. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are very fortunate in having 
almost everyone you meet today 
give you better ideas for getting 
ahead faster, doing your tasks 
more efficiently. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
An ideal day to lake care of 
bookkeeping and accounting that 
will put all of your affairs in 
order and enable you to balance 
your books. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) It would he well to stop 
wasting time at usual hobbies 
and sit down with partners so 
that you can iron out any differ- 
ences and make plans fur u more 
profitable future. 

LEO: (July 2 2 to August 21) 
Now is the lime to accomplish a 
great deal if you will just stop 
prancing around and get down to 
business so that you can get the 
attention of a bigwig- 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) It would be very wise to 
be oracticularly devoted to loved 


ones now. preferably at some 
charming place of amusement or 
where the food is excellent. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Be very fundamental in 
all of your interests today. Find 
out what associates desire of you. 
Also, get OK from closest tics 
before starting any new ventures. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This « one of 
those days when you arc able to 
purchase what ever you need at 
the right price, so be sure you get 
an early start. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A particularly 
fine day to take inventory of all 
holdings, both personal and real, 
and then setting up a budget that 
is more suitable to your require- 
ments. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2(1) Make it a point to 
contact those who are in a posi- 
tion to give you the support or 
assistance you need at this time. 
Be friendly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Impresse others 
with the fact that you are de- 
voted to your family, but also be 
very sure that credit and practical 
affairs are in order, if you want 
to make the most of today’s fine 
aspects. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mi*rc!: 
20) Look to more seasoned -and 
older individuals now for the 
solution to present problem, 
whether you find them in the 
business world or at social 
affairs. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 28, 1994 

By Thomas S. Person. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

you will learn of new gadgets and 
systems that will help you to save 
time and energy in connection 
with your duties in the future. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Morning is the best time 
to learn what kin require of you .. 
and to do your best to satisfy 
them. Later, get into the busi- 
ness world and use your nature 
ingenuity. 1_ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Obtain whatever information 
you need by searching for it in 
the right place. Go directly to the 
main source without forcing your 
viewpoint or will on others. 
Some answers could prove upset- 
ting given today's aspects. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19} 
Get all business matters taken 
care ( oLearly sothuL-youxan later. 
confer with progressive ‘and cn- 


SCORPIO: (October 23 W 


lightened h^hcr-ups arC*ah- -November 21) Be-surc to get— 1 
xious to give you ideas that will work or shopping done earlv so 
help you to get ahead faster. ’ 

TAURUS: (April 2« to May 20) 

Read your paper thoroughly for 
the excellent ideas you will find 
therein. Have an attitude of 
woridines about you in the even- 
ing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

Be sure your associate approves 
of practical plans you now have 
in mind. Then carry through with 
them in the most modern of 
methods. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21 ) Gear up any important 
work early in the morning so that 
you can then be with progressive 
associates to carry through with 
any plans that will bring in finer 
benefits in the future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 211 
Make it a point to lake personal 
treatments or improve appear- 
ance early in the morning so that 
you do not have to take the time 
later when you arc in the midst of 
some important business deal. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) By taking interest in 
people around you this morning. 


that you can then be with closest 
of kin for whatever activities they 
have planned for cnjoymcnL 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Morning is the 
best time to handle monetary 
affairs as best suits you. Then 
you are able to call on trade, or 
confer with any and all who arc 
vital to your best interest at this 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 211) Think carefully just 
what it is you want to accomplish 
in the future and then take the 
steps that will lead you in such 
direction most quickly and suc- 
cessfully. # 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Decide early what 
you want to do. then off to 
pleasures of cultural activities in 
a happy and positive fashion for 
your enjoyment of life. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can accomplish much 
this morning if you get advice • 
from friendly higher-up. Later, 
also get the approval of experts 
and (hose close to you. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Present 
5 Su* material 
10 Stan quota 

14 Orttflffl 

15 Adores or ft* 
aflorta 

16 Muslim prince 

17 Man ot quota 
SOUxfvfuiii 

21 Cost per unit 

22 Relative size of 
two quantities 

23 Tiny amount 

24 Arrested 

27 Group of stars 

30 Lettuce variety 

31 Hoover, e.g. 

34 Corns to earth 

35 Greene of TV 

37 Wallet Hem 

38 More erf quote 

42 — West 

43 K strife Lee’s co- 
nceit 

44 Metocfy 

45 More or quote 

46 — Farrow 

47 End quote 

49 Shopping places 

51 Large deer 

52 Dttters cSsh 
55GJrssol 

57 Mischievous 
creature 

60 Penan quoted 
B*Omerwfse 
65 Loosen 
88 General s go-far 

67 Dam! 

68 Chide 

69 Rendezvous 

DOWN 

1 "The Bum of 
RemSng — " 
(Wade) 

2 SuppOfltt&Ous 

3 Renown 

4 Attempt 

5 Pact 

6 Occident 

7 Register 

* Squiggly one 

9 Low grade 

10 Town on me 
Meuee 
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11 
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11 Leave out 

12 Wnd of skirt 

13 H e nc e 

18 — scale (Und of 
lurger measure) 

19 Gone up 
23 Balneation 

25 Farm measures 

26 Not any 

27-ray 

28 “ — and hungry 
look" 

29 Walloped a 
baseball 

31 Exits 

32 Actress 
Dickinson 

33 Flat-lopped 
etev«o n% 

35 VsHd 

36 Jgpenese sash 

39 Fleet of ships 

40 Cloak 

41 Until 
47 Excited 
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50 — voce 

52 V-stanwy 

53 — Bravo 

■wLxpyrwms 57 Mr. Wiesef 


58 Mini 

59 Coir 
BlScfk 

62 ham 
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Bankruptcies in Sweden 
declined 12% last year 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The number of bankruptcies filed in 
Sweden during 1993 dropped 12 per cent compared to 1992, 
the Swedish Central Bureau of Statistics (SCB) has 
announced. The total number of bankruptcies during the year 
amounted to 19,845. according to bankniptcies. 18.731 were 
filed by companies, also a decrease of 12 per cent compared to 
1992. The remaining 1.114 bankruptcies were filed ’by private 
persons, a nine per cent drop compared to 1992. According to 
SCB, 74 companies filed for bankruptcy per work day in 1993, 
compared to 85 per day in 1992 and 19 per day in 1982. 
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BASF OP JOUMIf 

KIDOUC EAST IKVEflZHER BJUIK. 
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JOAUAli KUWAIT BAItK 
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JORDAP MTIMJIL SHIPFIK LINES 
IORDAN TOURISM 4 SPA CORPUS 
NATIONAL P O R TFOLIO SECURITIES 
Jordan nmsaaiTioRAL tv ad me cm.u i 
lacmnuiT equip. luarrmc 4 maintenance 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALIA' I 
UNITED KUDU EAST 4 COMMODORE MOTELS 
ABM INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 4 EDUCATION 

JORDAN TOBACCO 4 CIOAMCTTES 

XTTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL HAA UFM T In u MO 

THE IORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN RHOSPNATE MIMES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KCFXMMrr 

JORDAN TANNING 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMERC1AL 4 AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILU 
ARAB PRARKACEDT1CAL KANUFACTUIU RC 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFA C T U RING 
JORDAN PAPeR 4 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
SPINNING 4 HEAVim 

ripia muanuiE 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAR U DANA DEVELOPMENT C INVESTMENT 

ARM INVESTMENT 4 INEJUfATIONAL TRADE 

ABM ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PRRO-CHBUCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROC R MOO L INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN LNDDCTPIES 4 BATCH/ JIHCO 

JORDAN PRECAST OU N CRETE INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL CABLE 4 MIRE HAMIT ACTUR INC 

JORDAN SULnO-OBMICALS 

ARAB LBINEA PDA PHARH. 4 CHEMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT DO. FOR MMI . 4 root) PROD. 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRADED PREV. UPEH1NC CLOSING 
VOLCME CLOSING PKJCT PRICE 

JO PRICE 

BB.JTO 143.000 1«T. DUO 247.000 
3H.75B B.OOO S. IDO B.020 

BB.DOO 4 J . €70 14.000 44.000 

14,471 4. BIO 4.400 4.B40 

а. 007 2.200 2.100 1.040 

1B4.MJ 3. 110 J.I40 3.0B0 

473,301 6.1)0 4.400 4.2*0 

472,411 3.2 JO J.2U 3,210 

414.044 3.100 3.140' 3.0BO 

(,4&0 4,3*0 4. mo 4.300 

14,004 4.S10 4, 040 4.BM 

24,114 3.700 7.790 9.700 

19,002 4.9BO 4. ISO 4.440 

19,400 7.700 7. TOO 7.700 

7.343 4.090 4, BOO 4.770 

1,104,34* 7.010 22070 3.0*0 

3.000 4.000 9.000 S.000 

44.009 2.440 ■ 2.490 2.430 

J.SOO 1.900 3.400 1.400 

21,721 3. MO J.6B0 3.440 

11.73a 4.960 4. *60 4.940 

3.000 3.000 3.000 3.000 

SB2 4.040 4.190 4.190 

127. 4«« 2.440 2.430 3.420 

431 1.170 1.130 1.330 

43.179 7.400 7.900 7.900 

9,429 4.490 3.000 3.0*0 

2,110 2.190 2.120 3.100 

1.6DS D.1M 0.910 0.190 

44.611 4.090 4.100 4.000 

9.179 1.640 1.4*0 1.640 

10,124 1.130 1.100 1.130 

3. MB 11.400 13.900 13.900 

133.114 2.2BO 2.2BO 1.240 

24,61) 1.440 3.470 1.440 

1.390 30.000 30.000 20.000 

2, 139 1.370 1.710 1.710 

164, 1B1 3.040 3.040 3. MO 

301 3.100 3-330 3.330 

44.411 10.490 10.410 10.490 

70S 7.190 7.490 7.460 

1.D71*" 2.200 2.190 2.190 

7.44B 7.990 7. *00 7.400 

113,900 13.990 12.900 12.490 

927,274 0. 140 B. 190 (.040 

1,936 6.T7D 6. TOO 6.430 

4,440 1.190 1.1*0 3.1*0 

13.761 3.700 3.790 3.730 

4.400 4.700 4.603 4.600 

б, 4*1 7. 770 3.790 2. >90 

4,015 2.400 3.900 2.600 

12,647 0.360 0.340 0.1(0 

27B.946 16.090 16.BD0 16.090 

13,271 2.310 2-3BO 2.340 

12B.61B ID. ISO 10.1*0 10.190 
6,287 0.310 0.31B 0.340 

31.12R 6.390 9.390 9.360 

43.010 3.960 3.990 3.410 

6.644 2.160 2.1B0 2.160 

B.926 1.230 1.220 1.230 

0.160 0.390 0.3*0 D. 140 

«.»* 7. BOO T.TBO 7.790 

4, BB3 3. BOO 3.900 3.490 

10.026 3.340 3.340 3.340 

3.044 1.2B0 1.270 1.200 

109,002 9.640 5.M0 5.040 
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U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound . 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 
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Japanese Yen 1 *2 -/JZ 1 <Z Q*> I-JJ& 
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Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen' 


Dutch Guilder 
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Italian Lira 


Belgian Franc 
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Other Currencies 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rival 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma' 


Cypriot Pound 
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Jordan’s banking sector employs about 12,000 persons* 


By Sumir Shafiq 

Spcdn) to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Commercial and investment banks and specialised 
credit institutions in Jordan had a total of 11,530 employees at the 
end of last year compared to about 1U.UU0 at Uie end of 1993, 
according to a surwy ccnJucied by tlte Jordan Time* earlier this 
month. 

The findings of the survey show that the Arab bank and the 
Housing Bank employed nearly 35.1 per cent of the Kingdom’s 
banking staff. 

The Arab Bank led with 2,060 employees, spread over 66 
branches and offices in .Iordan while the Housing Bank had 1 ,991 
employees working tn 107 branches and offices throughout the 
Kingdom. 

Bank of Jordan and Jordan Islamic Bank came in third and 
fourth places, with stuff numbering 960 and 900 respectively, 
although the Bank of Jordan operated 62 branches and offices 
compared to only 27 branches run by the Jordan Islamic Bank. 

The four orher banks whose staff exceeded 500 employees were 
Jordan National Bank, Cairo Amman Bank, Jordan Kuwait Bank 
and Jordan*Gulf Bank. 

The Jordan National Bank had 780 employees working at 33 
branches and offices. 

The Cairo Amman Bank had 739 people working at 22 
branches and offices. Jordan. Kuwait Bank employed 635 persons 
at its 22 branches and offices and Jordan-Gulf Bank employed 507 
persons at 27 brunches and offices. 

Employing less than 100 persons were Bait Al Mai (Baituna), 
which had a staff of about 50, working at six branches, and the 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOH-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 


U.S. S1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3123/33 

1.7466/76 

1.9574/84 

1.4702/1- 

36.11/15 

5.9310/60 

1697.3/8.8 

1 1D.UI/7U 

7.9560/60 

7.5030/80 

6.7890/40 

$1.4955/65 

$381.00/381.40 


Canadian dollar 
Demschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OFTNETOftK 


•TKVll' RHlj - 


Open nightly Fran 9.M P.K to 3.63 AM 
Except Sunday FnmJBPJHto3.I»A.H 

TiMBday Clewed , 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisam 


FOR YOUR 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!} Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
speciaiiiies 

j CV'en daily 12.0(1 - 3:70 

l. P m - 

\ fi:30 ■ Midnight . 



Qd-^f cuiranl. i"' Tapas 
..few i£ m ^2/ rss/ vfi 

CJ 

lebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Td. 63 50 61 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifleh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


Aim 


At &&&;■.■• 



8 699-420 


SELECT HOTEL 



Rafidain Bank, which also employed about 50 workers at three 
branches. 

52 persons worked at Citibank's only branch in Jordan, .S3 at 
Jordan Investment and Finance Bank's ihiee branches. Hi .it the 
ten branches of the Cooperative Bank and 90 at the branches 
of Philadelphia Bank. 

Aside from the Central Bank of Jordan and the Postal Sj» ing 
Fund, the rest of the banks ranked as follows: 


Number uf Number of 
employ K5 of Iran cf as 


Name 
of bank 

Arab Land Bank 
Agricultural Credit Organisation 
Arab Jordan Investment Bank 
Union Bank for Saving & lnv. 
Business Bank 
British Bank of the M.E. 

ANZ Grindlays Bank 
Arab Banking Corporation 
Industrial Development Bank 
Amman Bank for Investment 
Middle East Bank for Investment 
Cities and Villages Develop. Bank 


Senior banker and analyst "Mufleh Aqel told rhe Jordan Times 
that the number of employees in the Kingdom was :oo high. 

He said he could not provide accurate dam but rhe amount of 
bank assets per employee in Jordan was extremely low. compared 


10 the banking sector of other countries. 

“The assets per employee Tit western countries are about 
times the figure for Jordan,” be pointed out. ' 1 ^ 

Analyst Ahmad Nanxmari held a different view to support hU 
argument that banks in Jordan should at leasi hire an additiopaiiv. 
LuOO people. 

'■Bankers’ job is sensitive and .requires hip' ■. • t Liveness atitf"" 

accurate-arid, as su&i, bank employees shot 1 ;. . be put undcz> 
pressure, 1 * he said. ' 'A 

Moreover, he stressed that banks often de.V ; : e to free some 
their staff to .attend training courses or other luncrions “bcc^us^ '" 
they are indispensable."- ■ 'i- 

Japanese firms slash 
more than 80,00G jobs :r: 

■ ■ • t J 9 • 

TOKYO (AFPJ — About 74p Japanese companies listed on 
the Tokyo stock' market work forces by 8£:.423 last year in 
response to the business slump, a credit research institute has_ 
said. A survey by Tokyo Shoko Research Co. found that 738.. .. 
of the 1.664 companies listed in rhe first and second sections-, - 
of the Tokyo Stock Exchange had slashed rheir work forces in 
1993. Telecommunications 'giant Nippon Telegraph and Teie-; , 
phone Corp. reduced the number of its workers by 12.799 1 . 
while major carmakers Toyota Motor Corp. and Nissan Motor-..-., 
Co. cut its work forces by 2.220 and 2.348 respectively, the - , 
research firm said. . , • . 
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Fully Serviced Flats .■ 
In Gian.d Hote) Style 1 


Cheers Cafe' 

Hamburgers & Pizzas 


The Classiest 

- '■>?? :;V '.Of y’- 

Classiest ! 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS * AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
. YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
1N.THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
. PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEJBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


Every night with live music 
"And you can dance 100 ! 1 ! " 





5ZSEriW*N &RRBENS 
EHIHE5E RESTABRAHT 
Typkal Chiaesc Foods 
SkSBed Ounsse Chefs 





Take away is available 

5f<3! Ai-Aiab SJr«a 
Um Whsnan Commerosl Cenfre. 

' Tel.: 861174 
Since lusted ■ Always Lcved 




the first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isr Orels jaoai Amman, war 
■■ ANiyyah Girls School . 

Tufcoi nwayfn ■mrffwfclt ' 

Open daily 12:W3:3l> - 
p.m .- . _ 

7:00 — Midnight ■ 
TeL 



Li' 


Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

^ Take-Away Service 


M 

JTTE. 

IMIRCCKTlStVTAi 

i.'.ISiW 




...-THE BtiT.lN.yF; 
, ;TNWXN€Ci^F;::\‘^-'‘>| 


tymam 

[V (lnv F-'ou | 1 si 11 Jt- Uivsi u 
F of <^servotion9C4!l&41361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
bur shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sbzg 30% larger 

* Free enlarge^ 
meat 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Daily Lunch 

TXzxcc* 


Parole 

AbdMir Supt'nv^rkc: Hi.DC.'- 

- Il,! Tct: HLMfi77 


Special Executive Luncheons 1 

Take away service " ! 
available •. • ■ 

. Open Daily 12 . 30 - 3.30 pm ! j 
7 . 30 -tl. 30 pm ; ' 

After the Philadelphia Hotel! 

Towards 3 rd circle 1 ; 


lei 6b9SI9 559520 



J»AIM»TEL 

mm 


Amman - Tei. 56S1S3 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

IdMl R»sid«nc* For 
ExpaftrtetMtnd 


ail 



l- L 8270S2 - 81 5071 
S 277 36 - 620236 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel.637 10 1/637 102 



KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

* .■.■»..i..u..ijiji....n.HniiiiiwiiMMmiuiMiiwnmiiiii4ii»Hii«iiinil«ilimiiiM 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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orld News 


i)AN TIMES, THURSDAY-FIUPAY, J^NUART^T^^^ 


Fyodorov quits, says he wi 




ght to death for Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — Boris 
Fyodorov quit as Prussia's fi- 
nsacc minister '-^sr a week's 
itsiiation, v/ani. | ycd eco- 
nomic -evolution 1 1 ■ telling 
i reriuent Boris Yd 1 * he was 
, .ady to defend R t da's in- 
i crests “to the death." 

Mr. Fyodorov's dramatic 
i.jjtwment came shortly after 
(.sif-hcur Kremlin talks Tues- 
* ay that sealed his fate. Mr. 
’'jitsia, according to Mr. 
Fyodorov's account to Interfax 
] Jews Agency, was unwilling to 
• r seep: his terms for staying in 
{.ovemment. 

"You can't throw everything 
t way at a time like this, you 
cannot walk away," Mr. 
Fyodorov quoted Mr. Yeltsin 
: 3 saying. 

Mr. Fyodorov said he told 
1 lx. Yeltsin, who brought him 
i no the cabinet last December 
: :< push through reforms: "as 
s * ?r. as the situation changes, I 
Lm always at your disposal.” 

But Mr. Fyodorov said Rus- 
tic faced black days under a 
:.2W government he would fuel 
; -impart inilation. 

“The threat of a social ex- 
; iosion is moving from the 
r^alm of theory to the realm of 
rcaliiy,” he said. 

The president was forced, in 
effect, to choose between Mr. 


Fyodorov, seen in the West as a 
symbol of reform, and the 
minister's sworn political ene- 
mies, conservative central 
banker Viktor Gerashchenko 
and Agrarian leader Alexan- 
der Zaveryukha. 


Mr. Fyodorov had deman- 
ded their sacking as a condition 
of his remaining in office. 

“Boris Nikolayevich an eco- 
nomic coup is taking place in 
the country, a slide backwards. 
AD hopes are on you along. 

"It's not a question of 
Fyodorov, who is always ready 
to return and defend Russian 
interests to the death. It is a 
question of the fate of the 
country, which is being de- 
cided in these days, these 
hours,” he told Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Fyodorov told Interfax 
some ministers now exercising 
power in the government had 
done “colossal harm” to the 
country and were “open oppo- 
nents of reform.” 


“ukrainianisatkm” had crossed 
the border into Russia — a 
refer e nce to hyperinflation and 
economic collapse in neigh- 
bouring Ukraine. 

He said he could not sit in 
one government with “ideolo- 
gical enemies.” 


Mr. Fyodorov said Mr. Yelt- 
sin bad suggested be might 
meet his condition of removing 
Mr. Gerashchenko at a later 
date. 

"No one and nothing is eter- 
nal,” he quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
saying. “Not even V. Gerash- 
chenko.” 

But Mr. Fyodorov had clear- 
ly decided that the poweT 
struggle between conservatives 
and radicals over reform had 
taken a decisive turn to the 
benefit of his rivals. 

Many radicals had hoped 
Mr. Yeltsin's dissolving of par- 
liament in September and con- 


sequent crushing of a rebellion 
had brought them a final vic- 


"In conditions of a market 
economy, the dominance in 
the cabinet pf lifeless and 
illiterate state planning ideolo- 
gy, and of red managers, in- 
evitably dooms the country to 
collapse and the people to a 
fall in living standards.” 

Mr. Fyodorov said 


.japan ruling coalition offers 
concessions to save reforms 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's ruling 
coalition floated concessions to 
t'.e opposition Wednesday in a 
desperate bid to salvage the 
core of the Hosokawa govern- 
ment's imperilled anti- 
corruption reforms . by a 
veekend deadline. 

A draft released as the for- 
mal horse-trading began 
s.iowed the coalition moving 
closer to a rival reform bluep- 
rint put up by the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) in November. 

That was when the lower 
house passed the government 
package, only for the upper 
house to reject its last Friday, 
throwing national politics into 
turmoil. 

The LDP. meanwhile, 
appeared deeply split and in- 
capable of playing a construc- 


tive role. 

While the party leadership 
further raised the stakes, set- 
ting ever harsher conditions for 
its cooperation, a leading pro- 
reform member indicated that 
he and like-minded LDP law- 
makers might cross the floor if 
compromise efforts failed. 

Opinion polls consistently 
show a big majority in favour 
of changing an 'electoral system 
heavily weighted against 
Japan's millions of urban resi- 
dents, and of slapping tight 
curbs on the «{0y politicians 
have routinely taken payoffs 
from big business. 

For large sections of the ' 
.LDP, however. Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa’s reforms' 
would dash any hopes the par- 
ty has of regaining power. The 
pro-business party governed 


Japan for 38 years until being 
voted out of power last July 
after a spate of corruption 
scandals. 

Yet the political impasse is 
damaging the LDP's reputa- 
tion, even with its old business 
sector supporters who have 
been crucial economic legisla- 
tion delayed by the reform 
logjam. 

"It's so strange that there is 
such strong opposition (to re- 
form) in the LDP even though 
the party spent as many as six 
years deliberating the issue,” 
said Takeshi Nagano, presi- 
dent of the Japan Federation 
of Employers' Associations 
(Nikkeiren), in a letter to 
LDP chief Yohei Kono. 

Mr. Nagano warned Mr. 
Yohei the LDP would .be ridi- 
culed at home and abroad . 


(Clinton to seek $6. 6b more for quake victims 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton was 
s *t to ask Congress for a mas- 
sive aid package for Los 
Angeles, but this would only 
scratch the surface of the $30 
billion plus needed to rebuild 
the earthquake-ravaged area. 

3udget director Leon Panet- 
ta said President Clinton will 
ask Congress to approve 
another S6.6 billion in fresh aid 
for Los Angeles on top $897 
million already committed. 


California Governor Pete 
Wilson has said the Jan. 17 
quake was costlier than the $30 
biilicn hurricane Andrew in 
1992. 

The quake-related death toll 
s-eod at 60. including wo peo- 
ple killed last week in a heli- 
copter accident while inspect- 
ir.g a damaged oil pipeline. 

ft destroyed more than 
14.000 housing units, leaving 
r;ore than 25,000 homeless. 
More than 8,000 have been 
r:jured. To date, about 40,000 
people have applied for some 
f orm of aid. 


Only about 25 per cent of 
h;mes and businesses in the 
region have earthquake insur- 
ance because it is very expen- 
sive. meaning a good deal of 
the total losses will be borne by 
individuals and businesses. 

Mr. Panetta-said Mr. Clin- 


ton was expected to send the 
request to Congress Wednes- 
day and urged approval as 
soon as possible. 

The federal money was 
slated to cover a variety of 
needs such as reconstruction of 
roads, schools, and loans to get 
small businesses back on their 
feet. 

While the promise of federal 
aid was heartening, Angelenos 
were growing increasingly we- 
ary of nightmarish traffic jams 
that are turning one-hour com- 
mutes into three- and four- 
hour drives as more and more 
commuters venture out. 

On a brighter note, schools 
reopened for the first time 
since the quake struck. Tex- 
tbooks were put on the side as 
students and teachers discus- 
sed their experiences in the 
quake, which measured 6.6 on 
the open-ended Richter Scale, 
the worst to strike the area in 
more titan two decades. 

Parents were nervous about 
leaving children at school but 
admitted going back was a 
good way to return to a normal 
life. 

More findings were revealed 
to explain why the quake's 
damage was so severe. Scien- 
tists at the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) called the 
Northridge earthquake a dou- 
ble rupture. 


"There were actually two 
ruptures of the earth, and 
while it is technically incorrect 
to say there were two earth- 
quakes. it had the same 
effect,” said USGS seismolog- 
ist Dave Wald. 


Earthquake victims living in 
makeshift shelters and tent 
cities spent Tuesday drying off 
after an overnight rain. 

Water and electricity were 
restored to most residents. 

Meanwhile, a mild earth- 
quake hit north-central Neb- 
raska in the midsection of the 
United States, rattling win- 
dows and shaking some dishes 
off shelves, officials said. 

"It lasted about a second 
and felt about like a sonic 
boom,” Keya Paha County 
Sheriff Gary sell said Tuesday. 
He was in Springview, a few 
miles from the epicentre of the 
earthquake that hit at 8:45 
p.m. Monday (0145 GMT 
Tuesday). 


There were reports from 
across the country from people 
who felt the tremor, which the 
U.S. Geological Survey said 
measured 3.3 on the open- 
ended Richter Scale. 

The quake's epicentre was 
25 kilometres northwest of 
Ainsworth, said Pat Jorgenson 
of the Geological Survey in 
Menlo Park. Calif. 





JRALL-WOMEN POLICE STATION; Pakistan 
([-rentier Benazir Bhutto (2nd from left) inspects 
Itnc guard of honour at the fiist female police 
suition in Rawalpindi. Ms. Bhutto said the plan 
(was part of her agenda to uplift women in society, 
'[•lore such stations are to set up in other cities of 
Punjab, home to 61) per cent of Pakistan's 1211 
Iriiliion people, ahead of extending the scheme to 
vt her regions of the country. Ms. Bhutto told the 


gathering, which included top officials and diplo- 
mats. that her three-month old government was 
launching a comprehensive programme for 
women's participation in the judicial, hanking, 
commercial and industrial sectors. She said . * 
all-female police stations would help pros 
relief and justice to women and set an examp \ 
for the entire Islamic World (AFP photo). 


Western diplomat. “There 
does not seem to be much 
chance of that any more.” 

Economists expect a succes- 
sor to Mr. Fyodorov to match 
the approach of centrist Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin, who says "market roman- 
ticism'* has had its day. 


bad brought them a final vic- 
tory. Wednesday’s comments 
by Mr. Fyodorov exposed this 
as an illusion for those who still 
bad doubts. 


One man tipped for the job 
is former communist bureauc- 
rat Vladimir Shcherbakov, a 
pragmatic rather than radical 
economist. 

Mr. Shcherbakov told Reu- 
ters Tuesday be had not been 
approached with any job offer. 
But he said monetarist 
methods to control inflation 
had to be supplemented by 
"organisational methods on 
the part of the state.” 

“It is not Central Bank emis- 
sion which is the main reason 
for inflation but the wrong 
structure of production,” he 
said. "It is not realistic to 
expect financial stabilisation in 
the next two or three months.*' 



Britain's Prince Charles {right) is shielded by a 
bodyguard as a man (in white shirt on the felt) is 


Man fires blanks at Prince Charles 


"Fyodorov really was the 
last reformer left, and while he 
stayed there was always some 
hope that policies would be 
geared to stability" said a 


In comments in tune with 
the thinking of the industrial- 
ists who now dominate Rus- 
sia's government team, he 
said: “Without production 
there can be no stabilisation. 
But you cannot achieve it by 
popular measures. 


S. African 


parties 
set new 


deadline 


PRETORIA (R) — South 
Africa's major political players 
agreed to make one more bid 
to bring the right wing into the 
country's first all-race elections 
in April. 


SYDNEY (AP) — A man ran 
out of a crowd and fired two 
blanks from a starter's pistol at 
Britain's Prince Charles 
Wednesday. 

The prince. 45. was startled 
but unhurt. No one else was 
harmed. 

The man ran about 30 
metres from the crowd and 
onto a stage where the prince 
was about to speak to more 
than 10.000 people at outdoor 
celebrations marking Austra- 
lia's National Day. 

Security guards wrestled the 
man to the ground only feet 
(metres) from the prince, who 
was immediately shielded by 
police and whisked off the plat- 
form. where a choir and bund 
were also seated. 

New South Wales State Pre- 
mier John Fahey and Austra- 
lian of the Year lun Kiernun. 
who received an award only 
minutes earlier, pounced on 
the man as he ran towards the 


prince, said Sydney Lord 
Mayor Frank Sailor. 

“The prince was obviously 
shaken but later appeared gra- 
cious and said something to the 
effect of: ‘Don't worry about 
it. these things happen'.'' Mr. 
Sartor said. 

Other startled dignitaries 
were knocked from their seats 
in the melee. 

Police confirmed the man 
fired a starting pistol twice. 
Such pistols carry paper blanks 
and are normally used to start 
races at athletic meets. 

The name of the man has not 
been released. No further de- 
tails were released by police. 

An AP correspondent saw 
the man and witnessed the 
incident. The man appeared to 
be in his 20s. was dressed in a 
white shirt and trousers and 
had short black hair. 

The man fired one blank 
into the air as he stood. Smoke 
from the gun rose into the air 


as a loud cracking noise rang 
out and the crowd gasped. 

He then jumped a low barri- 
cade and ran towards the 


stage. . . 

He appeared to be aiming at 
the prince as he fired the 
second blank just as the heir to 
the British throne rose from his 
seat and moved towards a mic- 
rophone to begin his speech. 

The incident was over within 
three minutes. 

TTte prince continued^ 1 ! 1 a 
prepared speech to a crowd 
made up mainly of families, 
including hundreds of children 
waving Australian flags, seated 
on the grass lawn. 

The prince began by joking 
about how pleased he was to 
be in Australia. 

He then held a scheduled 


prize-giving ceremony to 
school children. More celebra- 
tions were scheduled for 
Wednesday night, including 
fireworks. 


The right-wing Freedom 
Alliance reported a stalemate 
after talks with the government 
and the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) but said a further 
meeting would he held Thurs- 
day. . 


U.S. to send Patriots to S. Korea 


"We have come to the end 
of the road as far as negotia- 
tions are concerned... we be- 
lieve there is no real sense in 
moving forward with the nego- 
tiation process.” Alliance 
spokesman Rowan Cron je told 
reporters. 

He said ANC delegate Tha- 
bo Mbeki had promised to 
submit written proposals 
Thursday, representing the 
“last chance” for a deal under 
which the Freedom Alliance 
would take part in the election, 
to be held over three da vs from 
April 27. 


Mr. Mbeki gave a slightly 
more optimistic assessment of 
Tuesday's meeting. 

"I wouldn't describe it as a 
breakdown. There is move- 
ment forward." he said. 

Government representative 
Roelf Meyer, the minister of 
constitutional development, 
said the door would always 
remain open tor negotiations. 

President F.W. Dc Klerk 
said negotiations with the right 
could continue even, after the 
vote in April. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States is plan- 
ning to send Patriot missiles to 
South Korea to defend against 
possible missile attack from 
North Korea, senior Clinton 
administration officials said 
Tuesday. 

“They (the White House) 
are leaning towards a favour- 
able derision,'' said one of the 
officials, confirming a New 
•York Times report t bar Gener- 
al Gary Luck, the senior 
American commander in 1 
Korea, had requested the Pat- 
riots. 

The officials, who asked not 
to be identified, stressed that 
the move was not designed to 
be provocative or used by 
Washington as a trump card in 
nuclear with North Korea. 

They said that President Bill 
Ginton has made no final deci- 
sion. but that the move was 
supported by the Pentagon and 
was expected to gain his 
approval. 

The Patriots were used with 
some success in the Gulf War 
to shoot down Iraqi Scud mis- 
siles fired at Saudi Arabia and 
Israel, and could be used 
against North Korean tactical 
missiles believed targeted 
against Seoul and other points 
in South Korea. 

“It is something that they 


(South Koreans) would like to 
have for their defensive post- 
ure," said one administration 
official. “There is work in 
progress on the issue but this is 
not seen as something that is 
provocative in the talks. It is 
something that the comman- 
ders in the field have asked 
for.” 


destroying them in flight. 

The Times quoted 
Brigadier-General Robert 
Jenkins, commander of the 
51st Fighter Wing Command 
based at Osan Air Base in 
South Korea, as saying “it 
would make some sense to 
pre-position Patriots” in South 
Korea. 


He said that consideration of 
sending the Patriots arose only 
in recent weelcs. 

One official said about three 
dozen Patriot launchers would 
be sent to South Korea. 

North Korea has threatened 
to suspend the armistice on the 
Korean peninsula if the United 
States pushed for economic 
sanctions to put pressure on 
Pyongyang to end its nuclear 
weapons programme. 


The United States has 
36,000 troops in Korea. 

One senior American milit- 
ary official said some State 
Department officials had been 
wary of sending the missiles to 
South Korea, apparently fear- 
ing the move could upset talks 
with the North Koreans on 
ending Pyongyang's nuclear 
weapons programme, the 
newspaper said. 


If North Korea attacked 
South Korea, U.S. intelligence 
officers said, it would launch 
Scud missiles at South Korean 
airfields and ports. Patriot bat- 
teries would improve the pro- 
tection of those airfields and 
ports and reduce North 
Korea’s ability to make a suc- 
cessful pre-emptive attack, the 
officials said. 

The Patriot is designed to 
protect airfields and other 
military bases by knocking in- 
coming missiles off course or 


As a result, administration 
officials had been discussing a 
plan under which the Patriots 
would be shipped to Japan, 
from where they could quickly 
moved to South Korea in a 
crisis, the newspaper said. But that 
idea was determined to be im- 
practical and was dropped, 
administration officials said. 

The United States may have 
to confront North Korea, poss- 
ibly with force, sometime in 
the next year, a lawmaker who 
heads a defence funding panel 
said Tuesday. 


Clinton puts crime, health and welfare atop agenda 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Ginton put fighting crime 
and reforming health care and 
welfare atop his agenda in a 
State of the Union speech 
aimed at bolstering Democrats 
in November's congressional 
elections. 

Enjoying a 60 per cent pub- 
lic opinion rating, his highest 
after a difficult first year in 
office. Mr. Ginton used' his 
address to a joint session of 
congress to kick off a boister- 
ous year of debate on critical 
domestic issues. 

In one key segment of his 
63-minute speech. Mr. Ginton 
staked continued claim to a 
traditionally Republican issue 
— being tough on crime — 
which has risen to the top of 
Americans' concerns in polls 
given improvements in the 
U.S. economy. 

“ violenr crime and the fear 
it provokes are crippling our 
society, limiting personal free- 
dom and fraying the ties that 
bind us,” he said. 


He endorsed approval of a 
provision of an anti-crime bill 
that passed the Senate last 
November which makes life 
imprisonment mandatory for 
anyone convicted three times 
of violent crimes. 

The Senate bill provides 522 
billion to hire 100.000 local 
police n- nrisons and 

cam- -ffenders. 


legislation that does not 
guarantee health benefits for 
all Americans. 

His refusal to compromise 
on the fundamental issue 
marked the dramatic high 
point of his speech, since he 
has never before threatened a 
veto. 

“Hear me clearly.” Mr. 
Ginton said, waving a pen. “If 
the legislation you send me 
does not guarantee every 
American private health insur- 
ance that can never be .taken 
away. 1 will take this pen, veto 
that legislation, and we'l) come 
right back here and start over 
again.” 

Mr. Ginton otherwise left 
the door wide open for com- 
promise on a complex reform 
plan that would set up state- 
run health alliances . require 
employers to buy insurance for 
workers and ensure that cover- 
age not be denied due to pre- 
existing medical conditions. 

The president's proposed 
sweeping overhaul of the coun- 
try's expensive and inefficient 
health insurance system — _ to 
extend coverage to 37 million 
uninsured Americans — would 
mark the biggest social change 
since lifetime social security 
pension benefits resulted from 
the great depression. 

By coupling it with welfare 
reform, he played to the broad 
U.S. middle class and tried to 
seize the political high ground 
on domestic policy going into 
next November's mid-term 
elections. 

Thirty-four of the KIM Senate 
and all 435 House seats are at 
'>takq|in the elections which 


will set the stage for Mr. Gin- 
ton's own expected rcclection 
bid in 1996. 

Some members of Congress 
feared Mr. Clinton was trying 
to {Jo too much at the 

same time by tackling health 
care and welfare reform, parti- 
cularly when many members 
will be diverted by their rcclec- 
tion campaigns. 

But Mr. Ginton said the two 
issues were to related to put 
off. He said one million people 
are on welfare today because it 
is the only way to’ get health 
care coverage for rheir chil- 
dren. 

“I know it will be difficult to 
tackle welfare reform in 1994 
at the same time we tackle 
health care. But let me point 
out. I think it is inevitable and 
imperative.” he said. 

Nonetheless. Mr. Clinton's 
budget director Leon Panclta 
admitted to reporters Tuesday 
that welfare reform legislation 
would take until April to write 
and he did not yet know how 
the administration would pay 
for it. 


President Clinton said Tues- 
day he was watching Russia's 
reform effort with patience and 
vigilance and clarified a policy 
controversy by saying Russian 
troops shout only operate in 
neighbouring countries with 
permission. 

Mr. Ginton said il was in 
America's best interest m en- 
courage democracy in Russia 
and its former satellite slates in 
Eastern Europe in order to 
“ensure our security and build 
a durable peace.” 

But Mr. Clinton, in a clear 


nod to rising nationalism in 
Russia and the blow the Rus- 
sian reform mosement has 
taken in recent days, said: 

“Our support of reform 
must combine patience, for the 
enormity of the task, and vigi- 
lance. for our fundamental in- 
terests and values. We will 
continue to urge Russia and 
the other states'to press ahead. 

Since Mr. Clinton left Mos- 
cow 10 days ago after a summit 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, the main architect of 
Russia's economic reform. 
Yegor Gaidar, has quit the 
cabinet, saying it was no longer 
committed to radical change. 

Mr. Clinton also stud the 
United States would seek to 
cooperate with Russia to solve 
regional problems hut would 
insist that if Russian troops 
operate in neighbouring states, 
"they do so only when those 
states agree to their presence, 
and in strict accord with inter- 
national standards." 

This was an effort to clarify a 
statement he made in Moscow 
on a television broadcast to 
millions of Russians. 

There, he said there would 
be times when the Russian 
military would likely "be in- 
volved in some of these areas 
near you. just like the United 
Slates has been involved in the 
last several years in Panama 
and Grenada near our area." 

His comment went beyond 
official U.S. policy, prompting 
some Russian analysis in 
Washington to accuse Mr. 
GintofT of blessing Russian in- 
tervention in other ■ former 
Soviet icpuhlicv 


Criminal Probe 
now focus of 
Jackson sex case 


bundled to the ground after firing blank shots at 
the royal visitor Wednesday (AFP photo) 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
criminal investigation into 
allegations that pop superstar 
Michael Jackson sexually 
molested a young boy con- 
tinued Wednesday despite a 
settlement in the boy’s civil 
lawsuit. The settlement of the 
case, announced Tuesday by 
lawyers for both sides, set Los 
Angeles abuzz with rumours of 
what it had cost Jackson and 
whether he' was paying the boy 
for his silence. The lawyers 
refused to discuss the financial 
aspects Of the deal, but it was 
widely reported that it could be 
anywhere from S5 million to 
$100 million. Bert Feldman, 
the attorney representing the 
14-year-old boy who claims he 
was seduced and molested by 
Jackson in 1992. would say 
only that rhe agreement did 
not prevent his client from 
testifying in a criminal case 
against the entertainer. Los 
Angeles District Attorney Gil 
Garcetri said he was pressing 
ahead with a criminal inves- 
tigation into the boy's allega- 
tions despite the settlement. 
Garcetti said the probe of the 
singer's alleged activities 
would continue and indicated 
that if charges were pressed, 
the boy would be called to 
testify. "The criminal inves- 
tigation of singer Michael Jack- 
son is ongoing and will not be 
affected bv the announcement" 
of the civil case settlement.' 
“The district attorney's office 
is taking Mr. Feldman at his 
word that the alleged victim 
will be allowed to testify and 
that there has been no agree- 
ment in the civil matter that 
will effect cooperation in the 
criminal investigation." Gar- 
cetti said in a written state- 
ment. 


Actress collapses 
after losing libel 
suit of sex romp 


LONDON (AFP) — A popu- 
lar British soap opera star col- 
lapsed and was taken to hospit- 
al Tuesday after losing a libel 
suit against a newspaper that 
reported she and her boyfriend 
had sex in a car parked on a 
public road. Gillian Taylforth'. 
37. who with Geoff Knights. 
39. could now be made to pay ' 
court costs of over £500.000 
($750,000). was described in- 
stable condition. The jury 
reached its 10-2 verdict after 
five hours' deliberation. Tbi?.:- 
case, celebrated here and 
abroad, turned on whether the 
juiy believed a policeman who 
.said he had witnessed theeou-- 
pie engaged in oral sex in a” 
Range Rover parked on an 
A-l slip-road in June 1992. ' 
Taylforth. who plays the char- 
acter Kathy Beale in the BBC 
soap Eastenders. and Knights, 
who live together and have a 
young daughter, denied there 
had been any sex. Their story 
was that he got stomach 
cramps as she was driving them 
home after a day at the races 
during which he had drunk 
heavily. She pulled to the side 
of the road. He tried to ease 
the pain hy undoing his trous- 
ers. And she was leaning over, 
trying to help, with her hand 
on his abdomen, when the 
constable came along and tap- 
ped on the window. The officer 
claimed he witnessed oral sex 
and warned the couple about 
lewd behaviour in public 
places. He said Knights, after 
doing up his trousers, hecame 
belligerent, and was taken to a 
police station where, after a 
call to his lawyer he signed a 
written caution and was re- 
leased. The officer's report 
found its way into rhe Sun 
newspaper a couple of days 
later, and the couple suing for 
libel, claiming “ji scurrilous 
attack" on their reputations. 


Critics meet 
chefs at 3-star 
food bash 


PARIS (AP) — Take 7l) rop- 
French chefs, add a small armv 
of food critics and other mov- 
ers and shakers from the gas- 
tronomy industry, and the re- 
sult is a gourmet bash of 
memorable proportions. The 
National Association of Food 
writers celebrated its 4(lth 
anniversary Mondav night with 
a gala at the Grand' Hotel. On 
offer were everything from 
baby eels to petits fours, 
washed down with champagne. 
The roughly l.tHXJ guests were 
confronted bv vast, eve- 
catching buffets' laid on by the . 
chefs and by various food asso- 
ciations. They were grouped 
according to seven regions of 
France. Chefs on hand in- 
cluded Paul Bocuse. Michel 
Guerard. Roger Verne. Ber- 
nard Loiseau and Jean-Pierre 
Troisgros. For starters, there 
was an enormous table of ovs- 
lers from the Marennes area 
on the southwest Atlantic 
coast. A waiter said 4.IKK) were 
served during the evening. 
Nearby was a display of 
wholemeal breads bv' the 
famous Poilane Bafcefv. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Prosecutors deny deal to free Tyson 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Prosecutors Tuesday denied a 
television report that former heavyweight box ins* champion 
Mike Tyson could get out of prison early if he admits to rapine 
beauty pageant contestant Desiree Washington. -Wc art- 
bewildered as to where these rumours originated. They 
certainly dtd not come from the prosecutor’s office." said 
Robert Smith, a spokesman for the Marion County state’s 
attorney. Smith issued a written denial of a report aired 
Monday by a local television station. WTHR. which said 
prosecutors were discussing a deal for the fighter’s release with 
lawyers for Tyson, who was convicted in 1992 of raping 
Washington. The television report said rhe negotiations mav 
be linked to an upcoming hearing in the Indiana Court of 
Appeals on Tyson s claim that prosecutors withheld evidence 
at his trial. Tyson s first appeal of his sentence was rejected 
and his lawyer has petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court to hear 
the case. 

Robson joins champions Porto 

LISBON (R) — Former England manager Bobby Robson has 
joined reigning Portuguese champions “Porto replacing Croat 
coach Tomislav Ivic. chairman Jorge Nuno Pinto da Costa said 
Wednesday. Robson, shocked by “his dismissal last month by 
Lisbon side Sporting, had made it clear he would be happy to 
remain. in Portugal despite being wooed to coach the Wales 
national side. “Robson will be introduced as the new coach at 
the Antas Stadium (in Porto) this morning." Pinto da Costa 
told Lisbon's TSF Radio. Speculation mounted Tuesday that 
Robson would replace Ivic after the Croat coach announced 
his departure from Porto Tuesday to become an International 
Football Federation (FIFA) trainer. Ivic had been criticised by 
Porto fans for constantly changing the team’s line-up. Porto 
currently lies third in the Portuguese league table, four points 
behind leaders Benfica, and one behind “second-placed Sport- 
ing. 

Nigeria announces world U-21 dates 

LAGOS (AFP) — The under-2l world soccer championship 
which Nigeria is hosting in IW5 will be held from March 11-26. 
the organisers announced Tuesday. Four stadia — Lagos. 
Ibadan. Enugu and Kaduna — have been selected for the 
tournament, with the capita! hosting a semi-final, the final and 
the third-place play-off. A delegation from the International 
Football Federation (FIFA), was expected here Tuesday for a 
five-day inspection of the venues. 

Third Hawaiian makes it big in Japan sumo 

TOKYO (R) — A third Hawaiian-American hit the sumo 
big-time Wednesday when the governing body of Japan's 
ancient sport promoted Fiamalu Penitani to the rank of Ozdki 
(champion). Penitani. whose ring name is Musashimaru, is 
now one of four wrestlers on the next-to-top rung of sumo. 
The only man above them is another Hawaiian — the towering 
Chad Rowan, who fast year earned the sport's highest 
accolade, the title of yokozuna (grand champion). A third 
compatriot, the 262 kilogramme colossus Salevaa Atisanoc. 
30. lost his ozeki rank last year as age and chronic injuries took 
their, toll. Musashimaru. 22. has been one of Japan’s most 
consisient sumo practitioners over the past two years but until 
this month’s Tokyo new year tournament had never really 
tilted at the top. 

«- i.»in. ... 

Lewis to defend title in May 

i r. - V . * 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain’s Lennox ^ewis will make the 
third defence of his World Boxing Council (WBC) 
heavyweight crown against American Phil Jackson in the 
United States May 6. Lewis' manager has announced. The 
only- important point left to settle is the venue, but Frank 
Maloney. Lewis’ boss, says it is virtually certain to go ahead in 
Reno. Nevada. Maloney is then looking for Lewis to defend 
against Don King’s mandatory challenger. Oliver McCall, in 
July or August, possibly in Britain. Should Lewis win both 
fights. Maloney will bid for a unification fight with Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation (IBF) and World Boxing Association 
(WBA) champion Evander Holyfield. who faces a mandatory 
defence against Michael Moorer in mid-summer. "The last few 
weeks, have been a nightmare, very frustrating for both 
Lennox and myself." said Maloney. "Now our plan is to go for 
McCall in the summer and then the ultimate one against 
Evander Holyfield. “I’m certain that Jackson will be really 
fired up fighting for a world title, but Lennox is the best one 
out there and will be determined to prove it in this defence. 
With this one sorted out. our aim is to keep Lennox busy in 
1994." Jackson, from Miami, is ranked world number five by 
the WBC after a career which includes 27 knockouts. 29 
victories and one defeat. Lewis boasts 23 wins. 19 of them 
• knockouts. 

Irresponsible riding offence to be introduced 

LONDON (R) — A new offence of irresponsible riding is to 
be introduced by the Jockey Club in Britain from April 18. 
Less serious than reckless or international interference but 
more serious than careless riding, it will be punished by 
demotion for the horse and a minimum four-day ban on the 
jockey. A new definition of careless riding is also being 
brought in. allowing stewards to penalise the jockey but not. 
the horse. The Jockey Club's disciplinary committee drew up 
changes after carrying out a review of inquiries into interfence. 
It found stewards were down-grading cases of careless riding 
to accidental interference to allow the “best horse to win and 
that the category was too broad, covering a wide range of 
interference incidents. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— - Neither vulnerable, as South West Nortl 

von bold: 1 Pass 

♦Void :KQ986 0AJI095 *K93 

The bidding has proceeded: Whai octton d 

South' West North East 

1 v ■ Pass 2 T Pass Q-4 — NeiLher 

? you hol&_ 

What. Action do you take? 4AK2 '754J 

What is your i 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: Q.5 — Both v 

#107632 ?K85 J 73 #865 you hofcfc^ 
The bidding has proceeded: *Q54 ■ J 

North East South West Partner opens 

1 1 pass ? no in«np- Wb 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*K9 9AQ976 096 *K752 
The bidding has proceeded: 


West North East South 
1 ■! Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
veu hold: 

*AK2 7542 AQJ *AKJ3 
What is your opening bid? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, bb South 
you hold: 

♦Q54 7J 66 *A987654 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

*K7 -.AKJ53 AJ5 *AJ6 
What is your opening bid? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


Smith sparks Knicks 
to win over Suns in NBA 


NEW YORK (R) — Charles 
Smith returned to the Knicks’ 
starting lineup and scored eight 
of his season-high 25 points in 
the fourth quarter as New 
York rallied for a 9K-9i> victory 
over the Phoenix Suns Tues- 
day. 

John Starks also scored 25 
points and Patrick Ewing 
added 24 for the Knicks. who 
erased a 12-point third-quarter 
deficit and snapped a two- 
game losing streak. 

Smith, in his third game 
since missing 24 games because 
of a knee injury and back in 
the starting lineup for the first 
time since then, sparked a 
Knicks team in turmoil over 
the offence's predictable de- 
pendence on Ewing and Starks. 

“He’s our added low-post 
player that we need down 
there." Starks said of Smith? 
“They can’t key on Patrik as 
much." 

Cedric Ceballos. who 
poured in a career-high 40 
points in Saturday's 118-117 
win over Portland’ scored 34 
for Phoenix, which dropped to 
4-5 without all-star forward 
Charles Barkley. Phoenix was 
also without guards Kevin 
Johnson and Danny Ainge. 

A.C. Green added 16 points 
for the Suns. 

In Seatle. Ron Harper 
scored a season-high 37 points 
as the Los Angeles Clippers 
upset the supersonics 1 11-1(13. 

Harper shot 15-of-19 and 


grabbed 10 rebounds and Dan- 
ny Manning added 27 points as 
the Clippers got their first win 
at Seattle in 19 games, since 
28, 1985. 

Mark Jackson added 18 
points and Ricky Pierce and 
Kendall Gill had 16 each as the 
Clippers snapped a two-game 
losing streak and won for just 
the third time in 12 games. 

In Houston. Vernon Max- 
well hit a 3-pointer with 29-7 
seconds left to give the Rock- 
ets the lead for good as they 
defeated the Cleveland Cava- 
liers 96-93. 

Maxwell had 2! points and 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 13 
points. 10 rebounds, nine 
assists and four blocks for the 
Rockets, who won for just the 
third time in their fast eight 
games. 

In San Antonio. David 
Robinson scored 31 points and 
J.R. Reid netted eight of his 19 
points during a 13*0 second- 
quarter run to lead the Spurs 
past the struggling Sacramento 
Kings 107-91. 

The Spurs, who outscored 
the Kings 26-14 in the pivotal 
second quarter, have won 13 of 
their last 16 games. 

Mitch Richmond. Sac- 
ramento's leading scorer, was 
held to just 15 points. The 
Kings have lost five straight. 

In Miami, Rony Seikaly had 
26 points and 113 rebounds 
and Steve Smith added 25 
points and 10 assists to power 


Milla aims to dazzle 
again at World Cup 


YAOUNDE, Cameroon (AP) 
— Roger Milla wants to dazzle 
World Cup spectators again 
with his hip-shaking victory 
dance. 

The Cameroon soccer star, 
aged 42, said Tuesday he hopes 
to come out of retirement a 
second time in order to play in 
the United States this summer. 

But some players are unhap- 
py at Milla’s return because he 
did not play in. the qualifying 
games. 

Milla, star of the first Afri- 
can team to reach the quarter- 
finals of soccer's premier com- 
petition, told the Associated 
Press that he’s training hard 
and is under pressure from 
American organisers to play in 
World Cup '94. 

He said he will make his 
mind up after a local match 
Sunday betwen two of Came- 
roon s first division sides. 
Canon and the club he rejoins 
this week, Tonnerre Yaounde 
(Yaounde Thunder). 

“Everything depends on my 
from and the results of my prepa- 
ration," Milla said at his home 
in Yaounde, capital of this 
central African nation. 

Milla said he wakes early 
each morning to jog for a half 
hour, then spends 40 minutes 
climbing hills. In the after- 
noon, he jogs to the National 


Sports Stadium to work on his 
ball technique. 

In between, he works as 
director of the “indomitable 
lions," the popular name of 
Cameroon’s national ieam. 

Milla’s election to the lions 
team is certainly not automa- 
tic. and some teams players are 
complaining privately that he 
was not involved in the tough 
qualification series, that he 
may prpye unfit and that he is 
too old to be a striker. 

If he does get ro USA ’94, 
Milla would be the oldest-ever 
player in a World Cup finals. 
Dino Zoff captained Italy to 
victory in 1982 at age 40 but he 
was a goalkeeper. 

All Cameroon's club sides 
were eliminated from African 
championships last year, so 
their 3-1 qualifying victory 
against Zimbabwe in Yaounde 
in October came as a relief to 
national team officials. 

Now all they need to do is 
come up with the money to 
help the team's World Cup 
chances. 

Cameroon’s cash-strapped 
government last week said it 
was searching for one national 
and one international sponsor 
to come up with 4.9 billion 
African francs (more than S8 
million) to finance the lions on 
their road to the United States. 


the Heat to a 1 N-98 rout of the 
Charlotte Hornets. 

The Heat have won two 
straight after a seven-game los- 
ing streak. 

In Orlando. ShaquiMe 
O'Neal scored 22 points as the 
Magic cruised to their season- 
high fourth straight win. 112-89 
over the Washington Bullets. 

Nick Anderson added 21 
points for the Magic, who 
defeated the Bullets for the 
sixth time in their last seven 
meetings. 

In Milwaukee. Mookie 
Blaylock scored eight of Atlan- 
ta’s final 14 points as the 
Hawks held off the Bucks 95- 
90. 

Atlanta held a 76-65 lead 
early in the fourth quarter, 
when Milwaukee went on a 
16-5 tear to tie the game 81-81 . 

In Portland. Rod Strickland 
sank a short running jumper in 
the lane with 1:40 remaining to 
give Portland the lead for good 
and the Trail Blazers held on 
for a 122-117 win over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Clifford Robinson had 30 
points and Strickland finished 
with 28 for the Blazers, who 
beat the Nets for the eighth 
straight time at home and im- 
proved to 18-2 all-time against 
them in Portland. 

Derrick Coleman had 22 
points and Kenny Anderson 
added 21 to lead New Jersey, 
which had its season-high five- 
game winning streak snapped. 

England- 
Germany 
friendly set 
for Berlin 

BONN (R) — An internation- 
al friendly between England 
and Germany, cancelled in 
Hamburg for fear of neo-Nazi 
violence, will take place in 
Berlin's Olympic stadium. The 
German Football Federation 
(DFB) decided Wednesday to 
hold the match in Berlin biitito 
keep the same date, April 20. 
the anniversary of Adolf -Hit- 
ler’s birthday. 

The DFB originally planned 
to hold the match in the north- 
ern port city of Hamburg. 

However, city officials asked 
that the game be moved to 
another venue because of fears 
that neo-Nazis planned to dis- 
rupt the event to mark Hitler’s 
birthday. 

Berlin, which staged the 
1936 Olympic Games used by 
Hitler to spread Nazi prop- 
aganda, had applied to the 
federation to host the friendly. 

Since unification in 1990, 
there has been a resurgence of 
neo-Nazi and other extremist 
violence in Germany during 
which 30 people, many of them 
foreigners, have died. 
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Edberg passes Muster to ressj 
semifinal of Australian Ope 


MELBOURNE (R) — Swede 
Stefan Edberg powered into 
the semifinals of the Australian 
Open Wednesday after his Au- 
strian opponent Thomas Mus- 
ter failed in a bid to play the 
match in the heat of the day. 

Founh seed Edberg gave a 
faultess display of serve-and- 
volley tennis to dispatch Mus- 
ter 6-2, 6-3, 64 in 96 minutes 
during the evening session on 
Centre Court. 

Muster made a request to 
play the match during the 
afternoon session, when the 
temperature rose to 40 degrees 
Celsius, but was turned down. 

Muster, one of the fittest 
players on tour, was unable to 
exploit his stamina as Edberg 
advanced to his fifth successive 
semifinal at Flinders Park. 

Edberg joined three Amer- 
icans — defending champion 
Jim Courier, world number 
one Pete Sampras and ninth 
seed Todd Martin — in the last 
four. 

Courier, like Muster, asked 
to play his quarterfinal in the 
searing heat of the day. The 
Austrian sixth seed lost out 
because he had not previously 
played at night during the 
tournament. 

The Edberg-Muster match 
was interrupted for just over 30 
minutes when the hot weather 
gave way to an evening rain 
storm which forced officials to 
close the stadium roof. 

Edberg had raced to a 3-0 
lead in the second set when the 
rain came but the delay did not 
affect his impressive progress. 

The Swede will face Martin 
Friday when the semifinals will 
feature three Americans for 
the first time since 1982. 

Edberg, 28. runner-up here 
for the past two years, said he 
was delighted with his form. 

"If I keep playing the way 1 
am. 1‘haye a good chance of 
doing well here," he said. "1 
am hitting the ball as well as I 
have for a year. It is coming 
together pretty well.” 

Edberg. unlike Muster, was 


r 








Pete Sampras 

pleased his match was sche- 
duled for the relative cool of 
the evening. 

"It's a lot nicer. I was lucky 
to get the night match." he 
said. 

Earlier, top-seeded Sampras 
defeated no. 10 Magnus Gus- 
tafsson 7-6 (7-4), 2-6. 6-3, 7-6 
(7-4) to advance to the semifin- 
als on a day when air tempera- 
tures soared to 38 degrees Cel- 
sius. 

Sampras is aiming to win his 
first Australian Open title to 
add to the Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open titles he already 
holds. 

The 22-year-old American 
was given a touch fight by 
Gustafsson. who was playing in 
the first Grand Slam quarter- 
final of his career. 

Sampras’ win took him 2 
hours. 50 minutes. Both play- 
ers used iced towels on their 
necks and legs in a bid to keep 
as coo! as possible. On-court, 
the mercury rose to 52 degrees 
Celsius (126 fahrenheit). 

Todd Martin, also of the 
Lfaited Slates, joined Sampras 
in the semifinals at the Nation- 
al Tennis Centre. 

The no. 9 seed kept his cool 
on sun-baked no. 1 court and 
outlasted unseeded compatriot 
Malivai Washington, who had 
trouble with both his service 
and his groundstrokes in a dif- 
ficult swirling wind that swept 
the outside courts. 


gyp 


Martin prevails J ' 

4). 7-6 (7-5> m il.ro. . . 
hours in which win-.':- . . 
to 57kph. 

“The whole 
shocker. “ Washing.- 
describing his form 
lunate, but ju*: tnv 
sometimes.** 

Martin was , 
reaching his firs: G:.- . 
semi. "I’m jusi so e\c:._ 
where I am. and ' .. 
chance to play aga.n.’ b. 

Washington sen e . . 
ble faults in the v-e 
tiebreaker and Mart,,. : . 
winning that uebrv:....: 
crucial. 

“1 think mu! . 
discouraged and ■ • 
relieved." he s.iid. 

Sampras, chasing h*: 
Grand Slam title. sc.J ■ 
conserved energy ; - 
by conceding Carre.-; i; 
he was trailing • 

smart move. I thin!;. 

Sampras now w:" . 

fending champion 
Friday’s semis. 

Martin will face r 
champion Edberg. 

Both women's sen*'V.. 
scheduled for 7b. ■: J.\, 

Ambidextrous r,o. i-. 
Kimiko Dare of Jap.. . 
three-time champion 
Graf of Germany, v,;»iie 
Arantxa Sanchez \'L.:r 
Spain plays no. 4 c . 
Sabatini of Argentina. 






world chess finals 


WUK AAN ZEE, Nether- 
lands (R) — Indian grandmas- 
ter Viswanathan Anand qual- 
ified for the finals of the world 
chess championship by defeat- 
ing Russian Emigre Artur 
Yusupov in their candidates 
match which concluded Tues- 
day. 

After seven of the eight- 
scheduled games Anand held 
an unassailable 4.S-2.5 lead, 
giving the 24-year-old from 
Madras a place among the last 
six candidates for the world 
championship as well as 
10,190. 

Twelve of the world's best 
grandmasters are competing in 
the Dutch coastal town of Wijk 


A an Zee in knock-out matches 
sponsored by the giant Dutch 
steel corporation Hoogvens. 

The matches are the con- 
cluding states of two-year com- 
petition designed to find a 
challenger for world champion 
Russian Anatoly Kaipov in 
1995. The six winners in Wijk 
A an Zee will compete in the 
next stage of the cycle in July. 

Anand, ranked their din the 
world, is one of the favourites 
to qualify to play Kaipov. 

Anand has also reached the 
final eight of the unofficial 


world title weries being cr \ 
nised by Garry Kasparc’.. i’he ; . . 
Russian who was stripped cf.'*.' 
the world title Iasi veer. 7. 

“Anand has excei.en" ' 
chances of proceeding ferth- 
er,” said Anand’s aide' Patriot -7* 
Wolff. “Vishy is the strongest 7 
player in both cycles." 

Anand has now exceeded*’ V'. 
the result achieved by the cr.h ' 7,. 
previous Asian world ch.vn-- 
pionship candidate, Eugen:ij‘C*. 
Torre of the Philippines in c-~v 
sport still dominated by player;: 
born in the old Sovies Jr'.'.n. **.■:: 


HOTEL JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL 

LANDSCAPES 

BY 

SUHA NOURSI 

ON SHOW JAN. 27, TO FEB. 7, 1994 
OPEN DAILY 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. CLOSED FRI. 


REQUIRED 

For music shop sales employee male/female 
previous experience required. 

Please call 614672 


^ For Sale ^ 

Honda Accord LX Automatic - Full Option 
Model 1992 - Unpaid custom fees 
. Tel: 830084 - 1 0 am-1 Opm J.D 9500 j 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Jordanian company is now hiring a qualified 
saleswoman in a new store planning to open in 
Shmeisani in the very near future. We are looking 
for a woman between the ages of 22-45. We prefer 
someone with a marketing background and who is 
also: 

• Responsible 

• Confident 

• Enthusiastic and 

• Can easily relate to people 

Any future employee will have to undergo a 
training programme before beginning work. 

Take advantage of this opportunity now 
and contact us at P.O.Box 828, Umm Al 
Sumaq 11821, Amman, Jordan or call 
818266. 


fn We advise yon to visit 

r Al Dalai Establishment 

« Dress price JD 135 

Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 

iiu * For Information, the price of an 

embroidered cushion is JD 12 
Hand-made Oriental jackets — JD1 05 


» visit 
Ament f 

135 Y® 

md Hotel 

ice of an 

Is JD 12 ST 
Is— JD105O 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Two-bedroom, furnished flat, with telephone, independent ■ 
heating, garden and carport. Also: unfurnished, one-room -.i 1 " 
with garden, carport and independent entrance, sui'atie :or 'J 
office. 7 J. 

Enquiries at 678376 - : f , T 


To all members of 

Jordanian Scandiraav: v. 
Friendship Association 

I %- 

We regret to inform you that planting of trees e ; . ■" r ( 
Scandinavian Forest scheduled icr Fr,daj. ...ft' 

28, 1994, and due to unfavourable \ e-v i 
conditions, has been postponed till Friday, r ? ! ;. .. 

1994 at 11:00 a.m., at the Scandinavian c o.v~. 

Bring your lunch box if you wish. For j-jr.’-f., - ' 
information, please call 603703 '.Ext. 7*404.- 74 : ■ ? ■ 

Again above arrangement is subject to waaT i. 

conditions. r's 


TWO CARS CUSTOMS DUTY NOT -/?;•* 

1 Opel Senator 3.00i. Full opnons. cenir& ioc--.. rr.-xe i? --- 
electric windows, very good condition 
2. Isuzu Piazza Sports car. model 1985 Very good : :t : - 
tion, full options. 

Contact Tel. No.: 896060, 896059, Waheeti 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, sitting, living, dining 
and T.V. rooms. With spacious kitchen and deluxe 
furniture. Located near the Seventh Circle/Jabal 
Amman. 

Please call 671860 


oi l) R \RK 

STAMPS/COI 

II I.. S 237 S 9 V: 



TeL: 6341441 I Cinema 


Cinema 1CI ’ 

PHILADELPHIA 

A Michael Douglas — in 

A “BLACK RAIN” 

f Shows: 1130. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Special show ori Thursdays. Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays at 11 a,m. for children 

Bugs Bunny film. 


Tel.: 6992381 lOncm* 


TeL: 6774201 


CONCORD 


Ahmad Zaki in 


The Lady’s Chauffeur 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:W. t»:3n, S:3u. I»:3n 


Kim Basinger — in 

My Stepmother 
Is An Alien 

Steven Segal — in 

UNDER SIEGE 


TeL: 675571 

NabB Al Mmiifaii Theatre 

presents a ptay entitled: 

AL Ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Iss6 Daoud Jalajel, Has 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shomaii 
in addition to other comedians 

Evtry night ct RlS 
Tickets are soH all day 


Nabil & Hishartfs Tcl - : 625155 ' 

AHLAN THEATRE i 

Nabil and Hi.shain Thoarr-. i 

presents j 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer" i 
enee (play) ■ 

a daily al 8:3C p.m. t 

TheRtre is closed Monday? and TutjJSv-s ! 


v 
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MEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt checks radiation near Israel border 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian army has sent experts to 
northern Sinai to investigate reports of increased radiation 
levels dose to the border with Israel, security sources said 
Wednesday. They said the investigators have been checking a 
^kilometre Mediterranean coastal strip from Rafah to El 
Arish since Friday. The sources said they were checking 
reports of a leak from Israel's nuclear reactor at Dimona in the 
desert. In Israel, the environment ministry said it had no 
report of increased radiation in the area. 

Small bombs explode in northern Spain 

PAMPLONA. Spain (R) — Four small bombs exploded 
outside banks in the northern Spanish city of Pamplona 
Wednesday morning, police sources said. Three devices went 
off at around 7 a.m. (0600 GMT) and a fourth 20 minutes 
later. No one was injured but the blasts came a day after an 
attempted car bombing in Madrid and could signal a new wave 
of attacks by the Basque separatist group ETA. A few minutes 
before the first blast on Wednesday, a telephone caller to a 
local newspaper said the bombs had been placed by ETA. 
which has fought for 25 years for an independent Basque state. 

Police kill IQ drug traffickers in Iran 

TEHRAN (AP) — Police have killed 10 drug traffickers and 
armed bandits in clashes in southeastern Iran this week, 
newspapers said Wednesday. The traffickers were members of 
Narui dan. which encompasses several small tribes scattered 
around Sistan-Baluchistan province. They were accused of 
kidnapping, distributing narcotics and terrorising the public. 
The authorities have recently reinforced security at Iran’s 
eastern borders in a bid to stop drug smugglers entering from 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Four accused in plotting to kill Hrawi 

BEIRUT CAP) — A military magistrate has charged three 
right-wing militiamen and a presidential guardsman with 
plotting to assassinate President Elias Hrawi in 1991 and 
demanded the death penalty, according to documents made 
public Wednesday. A charge sheet issued by military examin- 
ing Magistrate Riadh Tlai said three of the suspects were in 
custody and one was on the run. The conspiracy was foiled by 
Samir Gcagea. leader of the right-wing Lebanese Forces 
milita, when he learned of the plot from its alleged master- 
mind, his security chief. Ghassan Touma. Mr. Hrawi, a 
Maronite Catholic like Mr. Geagea. was then living in west 
Beirut under heavy security. His predecessor, Rene 
Mouawad, was killed in a bomb Nov. 22, 1989. 17 days after 
taking office. Judge Tlaih's report said Adjutant Sherfan 
Boulos, 56, a member of the Lebanese presidential palace 
guard suspected of complicity in Mr. Hrawi's assassination, 
had been under arrest since Dec. 20. The three others were 
members of the Lebanese Forces militia. 

U.N. troops deploy along Iraq border 

KUWAIT (AP) — Armed U.N. peacekeepers have started 
fanning out along Kuwait's disputed border with Iraq, and 
Iraqi farmers living on land now considered Kuwaiti will be 
returned to their homeland next month, the Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday. Abdul Hameed Al Awadi, director of the 
ministry's international organisations department, told the 
Associated Press that deployment of the 790-man Bangladesh 
contingent would be completed in February. The Bangladeshis 
join about 300 unarmed U.N. monitors who have patrolled the 
area since shortly after the end of the Gulf war. The official 
would not say what kind of weapons the Bangladeshi troops 
were carrying. 

3 share record Israeli lotto jackpot 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Three winners on Wednesday shared 
Israel’s second S7.34 million lotto jackpot, ending a craze that 
has briefly brushed away strife and united Israelis and 
Palestinians in a dream of sudden riches. An Israeli magician 
teased millions of disappointed bettors when he appeared on a 
live TV show shortly after Tuesday night's drawing and pulled 
his correct guess of the six numbers — 2,3. 6, 10, 15. 35 — out 
of a sealed envelope. Magician Lior Manor had deposited four 
sets of guesses with a notary a day before the drawing, but said 
Wednesday his stunt had nothing to do with supernatural 
powers. Mr. Manor didn't fill out any actual lotto forms, 
saying he just wanted to have fun. The three who did have the 
winning cards have yet to come forward to claim their third of 
the prize, said Shuli Lessing, spokeswoman of the Israel state 
lottery. 

Sudan supply routes fail 

NAIROBI (AP) — Sudanese rebels and the government 
blamed each other Tuesday for the collapse of talks on the 
delivery of relief supplies by the United Nations to the 
country’s war-torn south. “The rebels are responsible for the 
obstacles to reach an agreement on humanitarian assistance," 
said Ibrahim Aduof. state minister for social planning. But 
Justin Arop. who led rebel negotiators, said the talks broke 
down because the government daimed it had the right to 
control all activities in the country. The talks began Jan. 21 in 
the Kenyan capital of Nairobi with offidals of the U.N. 
Operation Lifeline Sudan acting as intermediaries between 
Sudan and two factions of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army. U.N. offidals could not be immediately reached for 
comment. 


Larouche freed after five years in jail 

ROCHESTER, Minnesota (AFP) — Political extremist Lyn- 
don Larouche was released from prison Wednesday after 
serving a third of a 15-year prison sentence for fraud, prison 
offidals said. Mr. Larouche. who has run for president several 
times since 1976 on a right-wing platform, said on the eve of 
his release that he would be running for president again in 
1996. "This is a battle. We're now in the greatest crisis of our 
nation's history in the 20th century," Mr. Larouche told 
KSTP-TV. Mr. Larouche. 71, went to prison after being 
convicted in I9SS of deliberately defaulting on more than $30 
million in loans from supporters of his presidential campaign. 

Four rapists hanged in public in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Four men convicted of rape and armed 
robbery were hanged in public at the scene of their crimes in 
Southern Iran on Wednesday, the newspaper Kayhan re- 
ported. A revolutionary court found them guilty of setting up 
roadblocks for extortion, rape and battery in the city of Shiraz 
and its suburbs in Fars province, it said. They were declared 
‘‘corrupt of the earth" and hanged. Two other men. accused of 
Collaborating, were each given 70 lashes of the whip. 

Miners in burning Indian colliery 

CALCUTTA (AFP) — Rescue workers rushed in reinforce- 
ments Wednesday as they struggled to reach 45 miners trapped 
more than 200 metres below ground in a blazing coalmine in 
eastern India, officials said. The miners have been trapped 
since Tuesday, when a short-circuit started a fire in the mine 
located in West Bengal's coal-belt in Jhamuria district, some 
200 kilometres northwest of. Calcutta, they said. Firetrucks 
and rescue personnel reached the blazing pit Wednesday in a 
bid to reach the miners believed to be holed up 233 metres 
below ground. But rescue attempts failed as rhe flames and 
explosive methane gas prevented firefighters from going deep 
inside the pit. Reinforcements were brought in on Wednesday 
in a bid to reach the trapped miners . 


U.N. official says Iraq talks were productive 


BAGHDAD (R) — A senior 
U.N. official left Iraq on 
Wednesday saying five days of 
intensive talks on ways of en- 
suring that it does not resurrect 
its weapons of muss destruc- 
tion had been productive. 

But Charles Duelfer. deputy 
chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) dis- 
arming Iraq under the terms of 
the 1991 Gulf war ceasefire, 
said much remained ro be 
finalised — including the use 
U.N. planes and helicopters 
for monitoring. 

Mr. Duelfer told reporters 
before leaving, his talks had 
been “frank and productive." 

“These discussions have 
been very productive and will 
further the implementation of 
(Security Council) Resolution 
715." he said. 

Resolution 715 calls for in- 
trusive control of Iraq's arms 
industry to check that no acti- 
vities banned by the Gulf war 
ceasefire conditions take 
place in Iraq in the future. 


The Security Council has 
linked Iraqi compliance wiTh 
the weapons provisions of the 
ceasefire resolutions to re- 
sumption of Iraq oil exports — 
banned as part of a trade 
blockade imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

UNSCOM Chairman Rolf 
Ekeus is due in Baghdad on 
Feb. 2 for talks on the issue of 
compliance with the ceasefire 
terms. He will see Iraq's Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

Mr. Duelfer said Iraq had 
provided detailed information 
about its arms-relatcd facili- 
ties. which the U.N. was busy 
evaluating. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Mr. Duelfer said much more 
remained to be done before 
Iraq and UNSCOM could 
finalise discussions on how to 
translate Resolution 715 into 
action. 

Mr. Duelfer arrived in Bagh- 
dad on Friday to work out a 
mechanism for such monitor- 
ing. He met the chairman of 


Iraq's Military Industrialisa- 
tion Authority. General Amcr 
Rasheed. 

Among issues not solved 
yet. Mr. Duelfer said, was the 
use of U.N. helicopters and 
planes during the monitoring 
process. 

Iraq stalled on the resolution 
for about two years arguing 
that it infringed its sovereignty. 

A team of 16 U.N. weapons 
inspectors under Russian Niki- 
ta Smidovich remain in Iraq. 
They are preparing the 
groundwork for future control 
of Iraqi missile production. 
Iraq is only allowed to possess 
and manufacture missiles with 
a range of less than 150 
kilometres. 

Mr. Duelfer said he did not 
know yet when long-term 
monitoring under Resolution 
715 would start in Iraq. He 
declined to fix a time- 
framework for Iraq's full com- 
pliance with U.N. weapons de- 
mands. 

Most of Iraqi arms, includ- 
ing nuclear, long-range missile. 


chemical and biological 
weapons programmes, were 
destroyed either by allied 
bombs during the war or under 
the supervision of U.N. inspec- 
tors over the pasl three years. 

However, fears remain that 
Iraq is still trying to regenerate 
its arsenal. 

Earlier this month . German 
and Saudi agents raided a Ger- 
man freighter at the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah and seized 
Chinese chemicals intended for 
production of rocket fuel in 
Iraq. 

UNSCOM has been particu- 
larly concerned with tracking 
down prohibited Scud missiles, 
of which 2IK) of some K50 re- 
main unaccounted for. 

After three years of resisting 
U.N. resolutions. Iraq in 
November acknowledged Re- 
solution 715. 

Iraq on Jan. 15 provided 
UNSCOM with a l.tMJD-pagc 
initial declaration of its indust- 
rial establishments to provide 
baseline information for the 
monitoring team. Half of the 


declaration related to missiles 

■i think in recent times. Iraq 
has provided us much more 
information that they had ear- 
lier on. So 1 think there « a 
growing knowledge base with- 
in UNSCOM. and a growing 
confidence that we have a pret- 
ty good understanding. Mr. 
Duelfer said. 

Mr. Duelfer angrily rejected 
a suggestion posed in a 
tion from a reporter that U.N. 
surveillance aircraft were u.b. 
spy planes. 

“I don't agree with your 
question as you have stated: 
The aircraft, which you de- 
scribed as spy planes arc oper- 
ated under the control of the 
United Nations." he said. 

Iraq frequently has pro- 
tested flights by surveillance 
aircraft over its territory to 
monitor military activity. 

“We will continue to need 
aircraft to perform various mis- 
sions. We have agreed to dis- 
cuss the question of what air- 
craft we use with the govern- 
ment of Iraq." he said. 


Bouteflika turns down 
Algerian presidency 


ALGIERS (AP) — The Alge- 
rian regime’s ill-fated attempt 
at national reconciliation 
crumbled further Wednesday 
when its candidate for tran- 
sitional president, former 
Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz 
Bouteflika. turned down the 
post. 

Mr. Bouteflika. 59, had 
“agreed to stand as candidate' 
... (but) revised his position." 
Yousef Khatib. the chairman 
of a national conference 
boycotted by all the main poli- 
tical parties, told the remaining 
delegates. 

Reliable sources said the 
army had wanted Mr. Boutefli- 
ka to take up the post of head 
of state until elections are held 
in 1997, but he changed his 
mind when he was told he 
would not be allowed to take 
charge of national defence 
policy or make new military 
appointments. 

The independence war 
veteran, who had served as 
foreign minister from 1963 un- 
til 1979, also rejected the job 
because he would not have 
been given the power to re- 
place Prime Minister Redha 
Malek, whom the regime 
wished to stay on after four 
months in office, the sources 
said. 

The High Security Council, 
a military-dominated policy 
body, was Wednesday casting 
around for a new candidate to 
replace the high state commit- 
tee, or collegiate presidency, 
whose mandate expires on Jan. 
31, the sources said. 


The most widely touted 
name was that of retired 
General Lamine Zeroal, 53, 
who has been defence minister 
for six months. 

The government convened 
its two-day national “consen- 
sus” conference in Club des 
Pins, about 30 kilometres (20 
miles) from here on Tuesday, 
in a bid to find a widely accept- 
able political settlement to end 
two years of Islamic fun- 
damentalist guerrilla warfare 

But it suffered its first set- 
back even before the confer- 
ence started when most of the 
main political parties refused 
to take part, saying they would 
only participate if the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was represented directly or in- 
directly. 

On Tuesday, several small 
political parties walked out of 
the gathering after the author- 
ities abandoned plans to have 
the conference choose the new 
head of state and two deputy 
presidents. 

The FIS. most of whose top 
leaders are serving jail terms 
on conviction of state security 
offences, on Tuesday said 
through a senior spokesman in 
exile, Rabah Kebir, that the 
conference was “ridiculous” 
and called for the release of all 
detained Islamists. 

The collegiate presidency 
took office in Jan. 1992. when 
then-president Chadli Ben- 
Jedid stepped down in the mid- 
dle of general elections and the 
army robbed the FIS of certain 
sweeping victory 


Mysterious explosion in downtown 
Amman cinema wounds seven 


By P.V. Vivekanaod 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An explosion 
tore through a downtown 
movie theatre and triggered a 
fire on Wednesday, injuring 
at least seven people, one of 
them seriously. 

The cause of the blast, at 
the Rivoti Cinema in a dense- 
ly crowded area of Amman, 
was not immediately estab- 
lished. 

A brief Ministry of Interior 
statement reported the explo- 
sion and the casualties, but 
did not give details. It said 
investigations were con- 
tinuing. 

Witnesses reported hearing 
a loud blast a few minutes 
before 1 p.m., shortly after a 
regular matinee show started 
at the movie house. They said 
they saw people, most of 
them youngsters, rushing out 
of the street level theatre in a 
four-storey white-stone 
building which also houses 
dozens of shops. 

“We thought it was a gas 
cylinder exploding," said 
Wael, who works in a nearby 
electric shop. “Then we 
heard the commotion, and 
saw people rushing out into 
the streets; several of them 
were almost run down in 
traffic.’’ 

Ambulances and fire en- 
gines rushed to the spot and 
security forces cordoned off 
the area. Civil Defence offi- 
cials said the fire sparked by 


the explosion was contained 
in less than 15 minutes. 

The cinema is located in 
the main street in an area 
usually crowded by shoppers 
and commuters waiting for 
buses and service taxis. 

The witnesses said they 
saw several people being car- 
ried away to ambulances and 
others given first aid treat- 
ment for smoke inhalation. 
Some of the severe injuries 
appeared to have been 
caused by flying fragments 
and fire. 

“One of them looked badly 
hurt," said Wael. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, identified the injured 
as Salah Awad Adwan, 30. 
and Mohammad Khalid 
Adwan, 25. both Jordanians; 
and Ahmad Ali. 30, Hamid . 
Abdul Hamid Shams, 25. and 
Abdul Aziz Rizq Abdul 
Ghaffar, 23, all Egyptians. 

It said Sudanese Issam 
ibrahim Hossan Mohammad. 
30, and another unidentified 
man also were injured in the 
blast. 

Other witnesses said most of 
the injured appeared to be 
Egyptians. 

Police declined to reveal 
any detail of the incident. 
Security sources said they 
suspected that a bomb was 
behind the blast. 

“But it is too early to say 
anything definite,” said a 
security source. 

Reporters taken inside the 
theatre after bomb squads 
swept the spot saw that the 


projection room was com- 
pleted demolished. Shredded 
glass littered the floor of the 
blackened room and projec- 
tion equipment looked unsal- 
vageable. 

In the auditorium itself, 
the blast had torn off chairs in 
the back rows. Some of them 
were half burnt. The walls 
were also blackened by 
smoke. Parts of the ceiling 
had come down in the hall as 
well as the projection room. 

Observers noted that it was 
doubtful that police could 
come up with eyewitnesses 
from inside the theatre ex- 
cept those who were injured 
since few were likely to stick 
around and testify and 
embarass themselves in the 
bargain because of the nature 
of the film that was being 
screened. 

According to the witnes- 
ses. the theatre was screening 
a Turkish movie bordering on 
soft pornography while the 
billboard outside indicated a 
different film was on show. 

Police removed several 
film reels from the cinema, 
which, according to the 
sources, has a record of 
screening movies in violation 
of Jordanian censorship reg- 
ulations. 

It was the second incident 
of fire in Amman in five 
weeks. On Dec. 17, more 
than 300 people, most of 
them Christmas shoppers, 
were injured when an elec- 
trical fault sparked a fire at 
Safeway department store. 


King: Satisfactory solutions first, accord later 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jordanian territory to Jorda- 
nian sovereignty — then we 
can took at the entire rift valley 
and look at what can be done 
in the context of looking at it as 
a complete economic unit — in 
terms of resources, in terms of 
all the potential that there is to 
develop into the best way 
possible to the benefit of all. 

“So the question of borders 
and territories and sovereignty 
over our territories is one of 
the aspects that has to be 
addressed. Another area is wa- 
ter, and there again, I believe 
that all the available resources 
might not be adequate for the 
needs of all concerened in the 
future, but certainly we have to 
work out the destribution of 
these waters in a satisfactory 
way in terms of the percen- 
tages that are peoples' rights. 
Beyond that, hopefully in a 
context of peace, we can look 
at what can be done beyond 
that to secure needed water for 
all concerned and obviously 
the third dimension — and this 
is not all because there are 
many other items on the agen- 
da — is the human dimension. 
There has to be a qualitative 
change of life. I would hope 
that the priority will be given 
to people in the occupied terri- 
tories, but beyond that, the 
region, for everybody to' feel 
what peace is, to know what 
peace is, to realise what trans- 
formation there is as we prog- 
ress along to its attainment." 

“I am really optimistic and 
that is my tendency, of course I 
can never be absolutely certain 
that things will work the way 
we wish. But I think that there 
is a general concensus amongst 
the overwhelming majority of 
people that we move towards 
resolving problems. 1 hope 
Palestinians on their soil will 
enjoy democracy and plural- 
ism. respect for human rights 
and a chance to live and work 
with us and I hope that Jordan 
and Palestine eventually can be 


an example to others in the 
entire region." 

In reply to a question on an 
assertion in a book written by 
an Israeli general in which he 
said that the King went to 
Israel before the war of 73 and 
he warned the Israelis that the 
Egyptians and Syrians will 
attack them. 

“Sir when the war of 1973 
occurred, we were not in- 
formed. It was kept from us. It 
took me totally by surprise. 
You know that and the world 
knows that. As far as the sub- 
ject of contacts between Jor- 
dan and Israel, the ground 
rules had been that nothing 
should be said about these 
contacts but they have existed 
since the ratification of Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 242 in 
an attempt to implement it in 
the context of Arab agreement 
until 74. After 74 it became 
the PLO’s responsibility in 
accordance with an Arab sum- 
mit decision and we have tried 
to persuade all to move in that 
direction. Only the Palesti- 
nians could speak for them- 
selves. It has taken us since 74 
to *93 to *94 to arrive at that 
point. Now things have moved. 
But any other suggestions are 
totally — in reference specifi- 
cally to that question of yours, 
which 1 hope you wouldn't 
have asked in the first place — 
that is totally untrue, sir.” 

Earlier, in a meeting at the 
Council for Foreign Relations, 
the King said Jordan was in- 
volved in tackling all issues 
with the Israeli side in accord- 
ance with the joint Israeli- 
Jordanian agenda. 

Following arc some major 
excerpts from the King’s com- 
ments: 

The King briefly reviewed 
Jordan's consistant policies 
and efforts to find a solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“In the years since 74 we 
tried every way posable to 
achieve progress towards 


peace. Finally we disengaged 
legally and administratively 
with the occupied West Bank 
and this paved the way for the 
PLO’s acceptance of Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338. 

We all lived through the 
tremendous changes that have 
occurred throughout the world 
in recent times and with them 
the growing feelings in our 
region by those who look 
beyond today to tomorrow and 
to years from now. long after 
wc arc no more, to the interest 
of people. And interest has 
grown and manifested itself in 
responsible action hopefully 
aimed at the establishment of 
peace. 

We went to Madrid and wc 
did so after holding a national 
conference in Jordan and look- 
ing at all the options we went 
to Madrid supported by the 
Jordanian people in terms of 
their commitments to the 
establishment of peace. We 
went to Madrid creating the 
opportunity for our Palestinian 
brethren to go under an 
umbrella that has since been 
pulled down and relegated to a 
closet of history to provide also 
the opportunity for Palesti- 
nians to speak for themselves 
regarding their cause on their 
land and regarding their fu- 
ture. 

And beyond Madrid. Mos- 
cow. the multiiaterals and 
Washington, and the 13th of 
September last year was a day 
that will be remembered for 
many many years to come, for 
at last in this capital of the 
U.S., Palestinians and Israelis 
recognised each other and be- 
gan the process towards resolv- 
ing their differences based on 
242 and 338 that called for 
negotiations amongst the par- 
ties. The handshakes that were 
witnessed by the world were 
indeed of tremendous signifi- 
cance and importance, and I 
believe that they tore down 
many walls and many obstacles 
ip the face of progress towards 


the attainment of peace. 

That was Sept. 13. 

Sept. 14 — Jordan ratified 
the agenda that it had worked 
out with the government of 
Israel relating to the subjects 
that had to be covered and 
dealt with and resolved culmi- 
nating in the establishment of 
peace. Wc did so shortly after 
the event that took place the 
day before because wc were 
consistent since 1974 in recog- 
nising the Palestinians’ rights 
and the PLO’s right to repre- 
sent them regarding their fate 
and their future and their cause 
of their national soil. 

Although it took us by sur- 
prise we could not but to be 
true to ourselves and therefore 
we also recognised the fact that 
what took place on that date 
was an act of great wisdom and 
great courage on both sides 
and in support of it we moved. 
Wc could have moved before 
but we did not because we 
wanted to see progress on the 
Palestinian track with Israel. 

“We are starting another 
round of talks here in 
Washington and I hope that it 
will produce tangible results. 

We in Jordan have always 
supported Palestinians regard- 
ing their rights on their soil. 
Finally, they have ... on their 
own. They will continue to 
have our full support in any 


way that we can" prove for the 
need of the times ahead. We 
and the Palestinians. Syrians 
and the Lebanese all started at 
the same point. 

Referring ro the Jan. 16 
summit in Geneva between 
President Bill Clinton and Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad, 
the King said. I believe that 
what we will see in the near 
future is rapid progress hope- 
fully in addressing all the prob- 
lems in all the tracks. A ques- 
tion was asked by some, what 
of Jordan? Jordan believes and 
thrives for a comprehensive 
peace in the region. But in 
terms of the facts Jordan is 
now engaged in addressing all 
the items, all the subjects that 
will be the core of the efforts 
hopefully of Jordan and Israel 
to try to resolve and that 
formulated or formed the joint 
agenda. 

Some have suggested that I 
should on this visit at a meeting 
with top Israeli official ratify a 
peace treaty. My feeling is that 
a peace treaty is the crowning 
achievement and must be of 
resolving of all different prob- 
lems that are there. And I 
hope that rapid progress will 
be made to enable us to reach 
that point before long. I hope 
that we win see progress on all 
the other tracks as well. 


Syrian efforts Rabin wants 


(Continued from page 1) 
meeting between Mr. Assad 
and President Bill Clinton. 

In a reference to renewed 
violence along the Israel- 
Lebanon border, Mr. Rabin 
said, “we don’t have any ter- 
ritorial designs in Lebanon." 

"However. Lebanon will not 
budge without Syria's bles- 
sing," he said. 

*7 have committed myself 
and my government to the 
present peace process," he 
said, adding he hoped “1994 
will be a year during which a 


peace agreement c an be 
reached wjtb our Arab neigh- 
bours.” 6 

A state-run Syrian newspap- 
er Wednesday urged Washinc- 

lon to use its Average on Israil 

to help make the current round 
of peace talks a success 
"Nudging the peace process 
largely depends on U.S wil- 
lingness and ability to pressure 
the Israelis to abandon their 
ongheld .positions on key mat . 

crs ofwtthdrawal and national 

rights, said the English- 
language daily Syria Times. 



Desinger fears for 
safety after Koran 
dress blunder 

BERLIN (R) — German 
couturier Karl Lagerfeld has 
cancelled an appearance at an 
award ceremony in Berlin this 
month, fearing for his safety 
after offending some Muslims 
by designing a low-cut dress 
bearing embroidered Koranic 
verses. The Axel Springer Pub- 
lishing House, which owns the 
B.Z. newspaper hosting the 
award ceremony, said in a 
statement that protests from 
Muslims against the dress were 
behind Lagerfeld's withdrawal 
for "security reasons." Ger- 
man model Claudia Schiffer. 
who triggered rhe row by mod- 
elling one of the dresses in 
Paris in a show put on by the 
Chanel fashion house, has 
been reported to be scared to 
set foot in the street without 
bodyguards. Chanel has apolo- 
gised to Muslims in France and 
worldwide for the blunder, 
saying it acted in good faith. 
The fashion house said Lager- 
feld took the design from a 
book on India's Taj Mahal and 
had been told it was a love 
poem. The mistake came to 
light when a Muslim commun- 
ity in Indonesia protested to 
Germany about the dress. Ger- 
many's mass-circulation Bild 
newspaper has quoted Muslims 
in Germany as saying Schiffer 
should be punished for modell- 
ing it. An Egyptian parliamen- 
tary committee has urged Mus- 
lims to boycott Chanel in re- 
taliation. 


7 Singaporeans 
punished for 
junking junk mail 

SINGAPORE (R) — A court 
has ordered seven Singapo- 
reans to clean up public places 
for up to two hours for littering 
their neighbourhoods with 
junk mail, the Environment 
Ministry said Wednesday. Tjie 
ministry has issued 31 sum- 
monses since launching a 
crackdown on litterbugs last 
month but the seven were the 
first to be convicted for indis- 
criminately throwing away un- 
wanted mail from their letter- 
boxes. a spokesman said. 
Some also left unwanted hand- 
bills on top of their mailboxes. 
Singaporeans can be fined up 
to $1,000 ($625) for spitting, 
smoking indoors, failing to 
flush public toilets or other acts 
which could be held as spoiling 
the strait-laced island city’s 
green and clean image. The 
ministry has not decided the 
place the seven will clean up. 
“In the past, people served 
with corrective work orders 
have been asked to clean up 
beaches, housing estates and 
parks." the spokesman said. 


Jurors deadlocked 
In Menendez 
murder trial 

LOS ANGELES t R) — Jurors 
deciding the fate of Lyle 
Menendez. one of two 
brothers accused of murdering 
their wealthy Beverly Hills pa- 
rents. told a judge twice Tues- 
day that they were hopelesslv 
deadlocked. But 12 duvs after 
a mistrial was dedared'in Erik 
Menendez' trial. Superior 
Court Judge Stanley Weisbere 
ordered jurors to continue de- 
liberating in hopes of breaking 
thetr impasse. After sending 
the panel back a second time, 
the judge recessed the case 
until Friday, apparently con- 
vinced that jurors needed more 
time to deal with losses some 
or them suffered in last week’s 
devastating earthquake. De- 
fence lawyer Jill Lansine said 
turmoil in the jurv room 
appeared to be the result of 
co ! , . cerns a hout putting 
heir own lives back together in 
the quakes aftermath. Dam- 
*hc courthouse pre- 
we"l d d ! l l£ erat *ons all last 

were'htw T uesda y> hearings 
held in a trailer being 
used as a makeshift courtroom! 
i(|L l ury meeting for its 
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